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MESSAGE
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti
Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah Al
Mutawakkil Alallahi Shah,
Permaisuri Johor, DK, SPMJ, SPCM
The Royal Patron of MELTA

Bismillahir rahmanir rahim,

Education can
initiate social
changes not only
through
knowledge and skills
acquisition
but more
importantly,
creating more
proactive and
positive outlooks and
attitudes.

My interest in education stems from beyond my personal love for
learning. It is to do with my concern for the people of Malaysia.
As we move well into the 21st century, we must ensure that
Malaysians will be given the opportunity to acquire the necessary
competencies to cope with global developments. Education is
the instrument which can allow us to embark on social change
and development. Education can initiate social changes not only
through knowledge and skills acquisition but more importantly
through creating more proactive and positive outlooks and
attitudes. As we look to the future and to a world not defined by
the boundaries of nations, we need to be competent so that we
can be globally relevant and important. A key factor in achieving
this is our ability to communicate widely: sharing with the world our
knowledge, culture and values, and learning from the world that
which enriches us. This is where learning the global lingua franca,
English, becomes critical.
As the Royal Patron of the Malaysian English language Teaching
Association (MELTA) I am delighted to once again write this
message for the MELTA Annual Conference. I have been associated
with MELTA for the last 10 years and have found the organisation’s
endeavours and programmes vital to the development and
advancement of the English language in Malaysia. The
organisation’s 59-year history bears testimony to its commitment
and resilience in championing the English language education
agenda in Malaysia. MELTA, as an organisation epitomises how
a group of education professionals can come together in total
commitment to improve educational development in the country.
This organisation provides a platform for Malaysian educators to
be self-directed in the pursuit of professional development while
supporting the programmes of the Ministry of Education and the
government of Malaysia to improve English language standards in
the country.
This year’s conference focuses on an important matter – “New
Directions in English Language Education: Global Trends and
Local Innovations”. This is an agenda that centres on cutting
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edge global educational developments and the many unheralded
innovations developed locally, many of which, are developed by
the sheer tenacity and passion of individual educators. The rapidly
evolving, technology-saturated world and the learners of today
require a more progressive education system that enriches them
with a wide range of skills including soft skills, life skills, key skills,
inter-personal skills, workforce skills, and non-cognitive psychosocial skills.
It is impressive to note that MELTA has not shied away from this
challenging agenda, taking on instead the role of being a change
agent. My position is that in any endeavour of national interest
change must be driven by Malaysians for Malaysians. It is only with
such intrinsic drive and motivation that we can create sustainable
quality in education.
It is my greatest hope that English language educationists and
scholars continue to create innovations as well as policies and
practices that will bring progress to English language education in
Malaysia. I also express my deepest appreciation to all individuals
and organisations that have come forward to support MELTA in its
continuous efforts to improve English language learning among
Malaysians. I thank the Ministry of Education for its support of
MELTA and for recognising MELTA as a significant agent in national
education development.

DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah
Al Mutawakkil Alallahi Shah, Permaisuri Johor
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MESSAGE
YAB Datuk Seri Panglima Musa Haji Aman
Chief Minister of Sabah

E

nglish plays an important role in today’s world. By mastering the
language, students will have access to an incredible amount of
knowledge as well as a great wealth of opportunities. It cannot be
stressed enough that teachers play a very important role in helping
students master the English language. This role is even greater
in immediate environments where English is rarely used. Indeed,
teaching English in such environments is highly challenging as
teachers need to ensure that their pedagogical approaches meet
the varying needs of their students.

An ideal platform
for English
language
practitioners to
develop their
professional
competencies.

The 26th MELTA International Conference is an ideal platform
for English language practitioners to develop their professional
competencies as they engage with a global community of teachers.
For this reason, I am very pleased that MELTA has decided to
organise its annual conference here in Kota Kinabalu.
I am confident that the English language professionals in Sabah
will make full use of this opportunity to discuss local challenges
and possibly find solutions in global practices. The Sabah State
Government will continue to support all endeavours that advances
national aspirations reflected in the Malaysia Education Blueprint.
I commend MELTA for their unending passion in enhancing the
quality of English language education in the country. Finally, I would
also like to take this opportunity to extend my warmest welcome to
the many presenters and participants, especially those who have
travelled far to be here in Kota Kinabalu. I do hope you find time
after the conference to enjoy everything that Sabah has to offer.

YAB Datuk Seri Panglima Musa Haji Aman
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MESSAGE
Y.Bhg. Tan Sri Dr. Khair Bin Mohamad Yusof
Director General of Education Malaysia,
Ministry of Education Malaysia

F

irst and foremost, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome
all delegates to the 26th MELTA International Conference.

I strongly believe that English language teachers need to keep
abreast of the latest trends and innovations in English language
education. This is crucial in order to cater to the needs of students
of the 21st Century. However, teachers must also realise that while
they are introducing activities that are relevant to the generation,
they must also consider the students’ cultural and geographical
backgrounds. This will help the students to master the language
in their own context and not perceive English as an alien intrusion.

I strongly believe
that English
language teachers
need to keep
abreast of the latest
trends and
innovations in
English language
education.

I find that this year’s conference theme “New Directions in English
Language Education: Global Trends and Local Innovations” is
befitting as it allows English language teachers to discover global
English teaching trends suitable for 21st century learning while
catering to the specific contextual needs of the students.
I am pleased that MELTA has chosen this theme as it gives the
English language practitioners opportunities to explore new ideas
and engages them in discussions that enable them to incorporate
the use of the latest teaching trends and innovation in context.
I would also like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to MELTA and
congratulate the committee members on their exceptional
commitment in making this conference a success. Over the years,
their dedication in providing an academic platform for English
language education shows their passion and commitment to
improving the standard of English language education in Malaysia.

Y.Bhg. Tan Sri Dr. Khair Bin Mohamad Yusof
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MESSAGE
Y.Bhg. Datuk Hajah Maimunah Binti Haji
Suhaibul
Director
Sabah State Education Department

E

nglish is a common lingua franca around the world, and this
is certainly true for our region. Hence, it is important that
our education system prepares our students for this reality. The
Ministry of Education Malaysia is committed to enhancing the
quality of English Language Education and this is clearly reflected
in the Malaysia Education Blueprint 2013-2025. In line with
national aspirations, the Sabah State Education Department is
highly committed to ensuring that our students are proficient in
the English language, and we are aware that our English language
teachers must engage with the latest knowledge on best classroom
practices if we are to see improvements.

MELTA
conferences are
always organised
with the Malaysian
English Language
teachers in mind.

I am therefore very pleased that MELTA has decided to run its
international conference in Kota Kinabalu after a very long time.
MELTA conferences are always organised with the Malaysian
English language teachers in mind, and its highly specialised events
for teachers such as the Creative Teacher Showcase is testament
to this. It is my hope that the English language teachers in Sabah
benefit from the exposure this conference provides. They should
make good use of this golden opportunity to exchange views and
ideas with ELT experts and practitioners from all over world.
I hope that all delegates enjoy the various events that the
conference offers. To all international delegates, I bid you a very
warm welcome to Kota Kinabalu. Do enjoy the warm hospitality
that Sabah is renowned for.

Y.Bhg. Datuk Hajah Maimunah Binti Haji Suhaibul
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MESSAGE
Professor Dr. Ganakumaran Subramanian
President of MELTA
The 2017 MELTA International Conference promises exciting and
enriching events for educators, students, parents and the corporate
education sector. Delegates can look forward to being engaged
in a high powered academic programme consisting of over 197
sessions encompassing panels, paper and poster presentations,
demonstrations and workshops. Among the highlights of the
academic programme will be the Royal Lecture by D.Y.M.M Raja
Zarith Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah, the Royal Patron
of MELTA, the keynote address by YB Datuk Dr. Mary Yap Kain
Ching, JP, Deputy Minister of Higher Education, four international
plenary speakers and featured speakers representing ten ELT
organisations from Asia.

The conference
theme captures the
mood of countries
around the world,
engaged in a
race to transform
their education
systems to meet
both local
and global needs.

The 2017 MELTA conference is themed “New Directions in English
Language Education: Global Trends and Local Innovations” to
capture the mood of countries around the world, engaged in a
race to transform their education systems to meet both local and
global needs. Twenty-first century technological shifts, high speed
knowledge generation and human-social mobility, require nations
to realign their education systems to accommodate new needs
and demands. As society, technology and social milieu change,
so will literacy. The complexity of literate environments places
demands on a literate person that far exceeds any traditional
notions of literacies known to us. The new literacies are multiple,
dynamic, and flexible. In this context, the importance of English
language to global education transformation is difficult to ignore.
At this conference, we wish to discuss, deliberate and debate
global trends and local innovations of issues such as curriculum
re-orientation, methodologies, differentiated focus on skills and
knowledge, teaching-learning modalities, assessment, up-skilling
of teachers and more.
MELTA feels that as educators, we must continually work not only
at developing professional knowledge, skills and judgements, but
also at acquiring, updating and honing effective pedagogical craft.
Seeking opportunities to do these is a vital and necessary part of
continuous professional development leading to the development
of sustainable quality in English language education.
Let the reason for doing all these be the reason why we chose to
become teachers in the first place—to make a positive difference
to the lives of others.
Best Wishes and Warm Regards

Professor Dr. Ganakumaran Subramaniam
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The Royal Patron of MELTA
MELTA is deeply honoured and privileged to be
graced by the royal patronage of DYMM Raja Zarith
Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah Al Mutawakkil
Alallahi Shah, Permaisuri Johor. Tuanku accepted
MELTA’s invitation to become the Royal Patron of the
Association on the 15th of February 2008.
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan
Idris Shah is descended from rulers of the Melaka
Sultanate. She studied at Cheltenham Ladies’
College and was accepted to read Chinese Studies
(a four-year undergraduate programme) at Somerville
College, University of Oxford.

DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah received her Bachelor of
Arts Honours degree from the University of Oxford
in 1983. DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah is Pro-Chancellor
at Universiti Teknologi Malaysia and is involved with
many charitable organisations and NGOs. She is the
President of Persatuan Pandu Puteri Johor (the Girl
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Guides of Johor) and Royal Patron of the Spastics
School of Johor Bahru and the Rotary Club of Tebrau
Foundation.
Tuanku is also Chairman of the Malaysian Red
Crescent (MRC) National Community and helps
with fund-raising and awareness programmes run
by the Malaysian Red Crescent. DYMM Raja Zarith
Sofiah has a keen interest in writing and publishing
editorials in Malaysian newspapers. In November
2005, she delivered a keynote paper titled ‘Shared
Reality: The Media and Us’ at SoLLs.INTEC.05, an
international conference organised by UKM. The
paper subsequently became the prologue to the six
volumes of books published by Pearson-Longman
Malaysia (2007).
In January 2008, she delivered a public lecture in
UKM entitled ‘Going Global: The Use of the English
Language in 21st Century Malaysia,’ in her capacity
as a Royal Fellow at UKM. Tuanku was conferred an
Honorary Doctorate of Philosophy in Education by
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia on 23 August
2008. The bestowal of the university’s highest award
is a fitting testimony for Tuanku who has worked
selflessly in support of public welfare and educational
programmes in Malaysia.
Tuanku has a strong passion for the development of
education and she has continuously promoted this
through her column in the local media, her public
lectures and her active roles in non-governmental
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voluntary organisations. She stands out for her
intelligence, eloquence and courage in speaking up
for social justice and the plight of the underprivileged
and voiceless citizen. She is a royal with a heart for
her people.
On 22 July 2017, Duli Yang Maha Mulia Raja Zarith
Sofiah was conferred the Honorary Doctorate of
Letters by the University of Nottingham, Malaysia
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Campus for her contributions to education and for
advocating related causes for the betterment of
society.
MELTA is proud that it is the first and only educational
organisation to have DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti
Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah Al Mutawakkil Alallahi
Shah, Permaisuri Johor as its patron.
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About the Malaysian English Language
Teaching Association (MELTA)
T

he Malaysian English Language Teaching
Association (MELTA) is a voluntary, not-for-profit
professional organisation which was officially formed
in 1982. MELTA’s stated constitutional aim is to
promote English language teaching.
MELTA is deeply committed to representing all
Malaysian English language educators, contributing
towards their continuous professional development
in line with national goals and aspirations. MELTA is
run completely by Malaysian volunteers professionally
involved in the teaching of English language and
education in the English language. MELTA grew out
of two earlier organisations – The English Language
Teaching Association and The Selangor English
Language Teaching Association and its combined
history can be traced to the year 1958. Since
then, MELTA has gone through many changes,
accommodating itself to the needs of the nation’s
English language stakeholders.
In August 2000, MELTA went nationwide when its first
chapter was launched in Seremban, Negeri Sembilan.
Since then MELTA has launched chapters in Kota
Baru, Ipoh, Melaka, Kuala Terengganu, Kuantan,
Temerloh, Johor Bahru, Batu Pahat, Kota Kinabalu,
Tawau, Sandakan, Seberang Jaya, Miri, Kuching,
Kuala Lumpur and Kulim.
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MELTA Chapters allow for the building of communities
of education practitioners, developing collegial
support and self-enrichment programmes. Crosschapter activities further advance professional
collaboration at the nation-wide level, empowering
teachers, students and users of the English language.
In 2008 MELTA made significant changes to its profile
and the structure of the committee to widen its scope
and reflect a national professional organisation. The
MELTA committee now consists of an Executive
council and a bureau of directors. MELTA has also
further enhanced collaboration with governmental
organisations, NGOs, corporate organizations and
international associates. MELTA has some 1000
members from all over Malaysia, most of whom
are practising teachers of English in the Malaysian
education system.
Other members are involved in English language
education in some way and membership therefore
ranges from pre-school teachers to university
academics as well as parents who have an
active interest in their children’s English language
development.
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With the annual subscription, life membership or
institutional membership, members receive a copy
of The English Teacher, an annual refereed journal
published by MELTA, as well as three newsletters a
year and invitations to participate at a reduced rate in
regular seminars and workshops organised by MELTA.
MELTA keeps members updated via its website which
contains information and current news on MELTA
activities and offers an online platform for Special
Interest Groups related to English Language Teaching.
In addition, MELTA has an online journal, The Malaysian
Journal of ELT Research, aimed at advancing
knowledge of and developing expertise in critical and
scientific inquiry in English language teaching and
learning. The Malaysian Journal of ELT Research, The
English Teacher and the MELTA Annual are also
uploaded regularly. Other MELTA publications are
featured on the website as well.
MELTA has been organising conferences since
1991. For the first ten years, biennial international
conferences were organised. From the year 2000,
annual conferences became the norm. Since 2001,
MELTA has organised ‘travelling’ conferences: these

8/16/17 11:33 PM
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are held in at least three venues, one either in Sabah
or Sarawak. MELTA conferences help bring teachers
together to share experiences and acquaint them with
current thinking in ESL/EFL, introduce the Malaysian
ELT community to ESL/EFL professionals from
outside Malaysia and introduce Malaysia to those
from abroad.
In order to encourage and promote professionalism
among Malaysian English language teachers and in
recognition of those who have contributed greatly to
MELTA and to English language education in Malaysia
in general, MELTA has instituted various awards that
are presented to outstanding personalities from time
to time. Among the awards are:
• The Hyacinth Gaudart Award is presented to an
outstanding Malaysian teacher who has performed
above and beyond the call of duty in trying and
challenging situations. This Award is supported by
Pearson Education Malaysia.

Melta Annual August 7.indd 14

• The Basil Wijasuriya Award for the best presentation
by a teacher at the annual MELTA conference. This
Award is supported by elc International Schools
Malaysia.
• The Lifetime Contribution Award. MELTA stands
today on the foundation that was, from the very
first day of its inception, firmly and solidly built
by a number of outstanding individuals. What is
even more remarkable is the continuing support
that such individuals extend to the organisation up
to this very day. The MELTA Lifetime Contribution
Award is presented as a tribute to the tenacity of
spirit of such individuals with the hope that they
become benchmarks for all who support and serve
national voluntary organisations such as MELTA.
• The MELTA Special Award. This is an award
meant to recognise and thank individuals and
organisations that have contributed greatly to
the growth and development of MELTA as well

8/16/17 11:33 PM
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as played a prominent role in the field of English
language education in Malaysia.
• The MELTA Commendation Award. While the
management of MELTA conferences is generally
undertaken by the main MELTA committee
members, there have always been special
individuals who have outstandingly supported us
in the task of coordination and organisation of
the conferences. In recognition of their goodwill,
MELTA often presents these individuals with a
special Commendation Award.

15

vocabulary, learn concepts and develop correct
English usage. Above all, the ‘MELTA Way With
Words’ competition aims to instil interest in learning
English among students. This aim takes shape in
a language competition that promises challenges
to participants, in applying not only language skills
but also thinking skills, in a fun way. The ‘MELTA
Way With Words Competition’ is open to ALL
schools and comprises two categories: Upper
Primary (10-12 years old) and Lower Secondary
(13-15 years old). This competition is supported
by Expomal Malaysia Sdn. Bhd.

• The MELTA Outstanding School ELT Project
Award. This is an award presented to schools in
the State where the annual MELTA conference is
held. It is presented to schools that have organised
and implemented creative and interesting English
language projects on a school-wide scale. This
Award is supported by ERICAN Education
Malaysia.

In fulfilment of its corporate social responsibility,
MELTA organises various social responsibility projects
under its ‘MELT-A-HEART’ banner. Among its various
activities, it collects new or pre-loved English language
books from generous publishers and individuals for
distribution to less-advantaged schools in remote
rural areas of the country.

• MELTA has also devised and runs a competition
for schools, most often in concurrence with the
annual MELTA conferences. Titled the ‘MELTA
Way With Words Competition’, the competition
challenges students to improve their spelling, their

MELTA also organises annual National special projects
such as the MELTA Graduate Research Colloquium
in April and the MELTA National Literacies Day in
November. The MELTA Creative Teacher Showcase,
supported by Erican Education Malaysia, is organised
in conjunction with the MELTA annual conference.
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VISION
• To make MELTA the foremost English
language professional body in Malaysia
• To make MELTA one of the foremost ELT
organisations in the world
• To ensure that all English language teachers
in Malaysia are directly or indirectly affiliated
to MELTA
• To be recognised as one authority for
continuous professional development of
English language teachers
• To pool together all expertise and resources
for ELT in Malaysia, and make them available
for teachers all over the country
• To liaise with major ELT organisations in the
ESL/EFL world
• To help the Government to promote the use
of English language among Malaysians.
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MISSION
•
•
•
•

To promote English language teaching at all levels
To bring English language teachers together, allowing them to share experiences and research
To acquaint teachers with current thinking in ESL/EFL teaching
To introduce the Malaysian ELT community to ESL/EFL professionals from outside Malaysia and introduce
Malaysia to those abroad
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LOGO

MELTA is the acronym for the Malaysian English
Language Teaching Association.

The Rectangular Box represents the conventional
world of education and language use.

The Stylised ‘M’ is a symbolic representation of the
‘M’ in MELTA. It is stylised to demonstrate that MELTA
is a flexible and dynamic organisation. The ‘M’ breaks
the boundaries of the rectangular blue box to show
that MELTA and Malaysian teachers need to work both
within and outside the box to achieve greater success.
It also suggests that there should be no limits to
education and learning.

Royal blue is the MELTA colour and has been used in
its logo since the establishment of the organisation. It
represents resilience, depth and stability in education
and learning.

Melta Annual August 7.indd 18

N
Gl

28
Ko

The colour white represents the notion of tabula rasa
in education. It reflects the purity of the learner and the
act of learning.
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MELTA 26th International Conference Organising
Committee

2017
InternationalConference

26th

New Directions in English Language Education:
Global Trends and Local Innovations
28 - 30 August 2017
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia
			
ADVISOR
			
CHAIR
			
VICE CHAIRS
				
		
SECRETARY
				
			
TREASURER
SECRETARIAT
Sivabala Naidu
Szarmilaa Dewie Krishnan
Cynthia C James

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS
Subarna Sivapalan
Cheah Swi Ee
MELT-A-HEART
Lim Chui Hoon
Shafinaz Abdullah
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
SELECTION AND
PROGRAMME BOOK
Datin Cynthia Y. Doss
Ramesh Nair
SPECIAL EVENTS AND
PROTOCOLS
Aslam Khan Samahs Khan
P. Malliga Perumal
S. Subashini Suppiah
FINANCE
Ganakumaran Subramaniam
Chang Yee Shee @ Ease
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Basil Wijasuriya
Ganakumaran Subramaniam
Aslam Khan Samahs Khan		
Datin Hjh Raja Mazuin Raja Abdul Aziz
Ramesh Nair
Krishna @Mohd Fadzli Hj Abd. Rozan
Ali Ahmad Seman

ELT AWARDS
Basil Wijasuriya

ELT ASSOCIATES AND KEY
SPEAKERS LIAISON
Datin Hjh Raja Mazuin Raja
Abdul Aziz
Siti Aishah Mazlan
CONFERENCE LOGISTICS
Ali Ahmad Seman
Zaleha Abd. Hamid
Fiona Lalitha Sadagopan
SESSIONS MANAGEMENT AND
TECHNOLOGIES
Zaira Abu Hassan Shaari
Warid Mihat
Tok Fen Fen
WAY WITH WORDS
Lee King Siong
Santhi R. Gopala Krishnan

EXHIBITION AND
ADVERTISEMENTS
Chandrakala Raman
Santhanasamy Amaladass
Laurence L. Dumling
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND
PUBLICITY
Nurhezrin Anuar
Ikhbal Khan Ismail
Monica Loh Pui Ling
MULTIMEDIA, WEBSITE AND
PHOTOGRAPHY
Mohd Shukri Nordin
Ong Jia Wei @ Nigel
MELTA ANNUAL
Tam Lye Suan
Paramasvary Arumugam
Ian James

CTS, CSTS & POSTERS
Azlina Ahmad Kamal
Jen Renita Mappah
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Committee Members 2016-2018
PROFESSOR DR. GANAKUMARAN
SUBRAMANIAM
MELTA, President
Asia TEFL, Vice-President
Head of School, School of Education,
University of Nottingham, Malaysia Campus

MR. ASLAM KHAN BIN SAMAHS KHAN
MELTA, Vice-President I
Executive Vice Chairman
ERICAN Education Group
DATIN DR. HJH RAJA MAZUIN BTE RAJA
ABDUL AZIZ
MELTA, Vice-President II
Head of Quality Management Unit
Institute of Teacher Education International
Languages Campus, Lembah Pantai
Ministry of Education Malaysia

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
DR. RAMESH NAIR
MELTA, Secretary
Senior Lecturer, Academy of Language
Studies, Universiti Teknologi MARA

DR. ALI AHMAD SEMAN
MELTA, Treasurer
Senior Lecturer, Institute of Teacher
Education Institute of Teacher Education
Islamic Education Campus, Bangi
Ministry of Education Malaysia

DR BASIL WIJASURIYA
MELTA, Advisor

MS. SZARMILAA DEWIE KRISHNAN
MELTA, Assistant Secretary
Lecturer, English Language Teaching Centre
Ministry of Education Malaysia

MS. TAM LYE SUAN
MELTA, Director of Publications
Editorial Manager & Book Packager,
Millennia Comms
DR ZAIRA BINTI ABU HASSAN SHAARI
MELTA, Director of Research and
Development
Senior Lecturer, Institute of Teacher Education
Ilmu Khas Campus
Ministry of Education Malaysia
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v 25th MELTA International Conference 2016
– Highlights of MELTA’s Silver Jubilee
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25th MELTA International Conference 2016
Highlights of MELTA’s Silver Jubilee

F

or the first time in its history, MELTA organised its annual conference in Perak, the silver state of Malaysia.
The 25th MELTA International Conference was held at the Casuarina Hotel and Amanjaya Convention Centre
from 30 May to 1 June 2016.
The Royal Patron of MELTA, DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah Al Mutawakkil Alallahi
Shah, Permaisuri Johor, graced the opening ceremony and gave a royal address. Also present was the Perak
Menteri Besar YAB Dato’ Seri Diraja Dr. Zambry Bin Abd Kadir.
The gala dinner was graced by DYAM Raja Di-Hilir Perak, Raja Iskandar Dzulkarnain Ibni Almarhum Sultan Idris
Shah Al Mutawakkil Alallahi Shah and DYAM Raja Perempuan Muda Perak and as well as senior Perak state
government officials. Supported by the state government, K. Perak Inc. the event gained the reputation of being
the best ELT conference held in the silver state.
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The conference was attended by more than 900 local and international participants from 19 countries, who shared
ideas, stories and latest trends in ELT teaching and learning. The 25th MELTA International Conference which
marked the silver jubilee of conferences, was not only academically exceptional but was also accompanied by
an outstanding opening ceremony and gala dinner.
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6th MELTA International Research Conference
in English Language Education (MIRCELE)
T

he Research and Development Bureau is responsible for the organisation of the annual MELTA International
Research Conference in English Language Education. A unique feature of the conference is that every
presentation will be judged by a panel of experts as presenters compete for several MELTA awards for excellence
in research in English language education. The researchers have the opportunity to benchmark their research
against others researching the field. They are also able to receive feedback from the judges as well as an
opportunity to learn about current research areas being explored in English language education.
The 6th MELTA International Conference on Research in English Language Education 2016 was held in
collaboration with Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Shah Alam, Selangor on 26 November 2016. A total of
120 presenters and 100 participants attended the conference. A special addition to MIRCELE 2016 was the
featured workshops offered to all participants and they were run by prominent academics on significant aspects
of research. The e-programme book was also made available to all participants and was accessible online.

MELTA President Prof. Dr Ganakumaran
Subramaniam
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Prof. Ir. Dr. Hj. Abdul Rahman Omar, Deputy
Vice Chancellor (Research & Innovation),
UiTM addressing the conference participants

Prof. Dr. Ganakumaran presents a token of
appreciation to Prof. Ir. Dr. Hj. Abdul Rahman
Omar
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List of Winners
Category

Award

Winner

Teacher Educators/Academics

Bronze

Aminabibi Bt Saidalvi

Ph.D.

Bronze

Shubashini Suppiah

Bronze

Ng Sing Yii

Master’s

Silver

Cheong Ngee Fui

Bronze

Bosun Jung

Teacher

Silver

Samira Hazari

Bronze

Punitha A/P Palani

Teacher Trainee / Undergraduate

Gold

Noorsyuhadah Bt Zulkifli

Silver

Henusha A/P Suthesan

Bronze

Nuradiba Bt Japri

One of the presenters at MIRCELE 2016

on Hua and Jane

Dato’ Dr Lee Bo
Cheok

Prof. Dr. Ganakumaran
Subramaniam, President of MELTA,
presenting the Gold Award to the
winner in the Teacher Trainee/
Undergraduate Category

Prof. Dr Ruzy Su
liza Hashim & Dr
Subarna
Sivapalan, works
hop presenters.

Presenters and participants at MIRCELE 2016
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Dr. Zaira Abu Hassan Shaari, Chair of
MIRCELE 2016

The Organising Committee of MIRCELE 2016
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60
Years
of
SUPPORTING EDUCATION
IN MALAYSIA

Oxford Fajar has been supporting the Malaysian national education system for 60 years since 1957 through
the publication of education resources that addressed the changing educational needs of nation building.
Today, Oxford Fajar continues to fulfill its vision of empowering people to transform and enrich their lives
through education by delivering high quality, innovative, teaching and learning solutions which are tailored
to meet the specific needs of the present generation of Malaysian students and educators.

Extensive Publishing Areas

MUET

E-books

Local authors

Schools

Business &
Management

KBSM

KSSM

KSSR

Teacher Education

Co-branding

Matriculation

Regional case studies PT3

L oc alis ed c onte nts

Engineering
Online resources
English Language STPM
SPM
Author workshops
Polytechnic Dictionaries

Collaborations with universities

UPSR

Custom publications

Oxford Fajar Sdn Bhd

4, Jalan Pemaju U1/15, Seskyen U1, Hicom-Glenmarie Industrial Park,
40150 Shah Alam, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia

T: +603-5629 4000 (general) F: + 603-5629 4005 E: dcs@oxfordfajar.com.my
www.oxfordfajar.com.my
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MELTA ASSOCIATES
MELTA maintains a close relationship with ELT organisations in the
region, knowing that such relationships will foster greater networking
opportunities. To formalise this relationship, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) is signed with these organisations.
The first MOU was signed with PALT (The Philippines Association of
Language Teachers), in 2007. In June 2009, MOUs were exchanged with
SLELTA (Sri Lanka English Language Teachers Association) and KATE
(Korea Association of Teachers of English). In 2011, an MOU was signed
with the Bangladesh English Language Teaching Association (BELTA)
By January 2012, MELTA had signed MOUs with seven ELT associations
(The Philippines Association of Language Teachers, Thai TESOL, LIAIndonesia, TEFLIN-Indonesia, Bangladesh English Language Teaching
Association, Korean Association of Teachers of English, and Sri Lanka
English Language Teachers Association).
In May 2012 at the MELTA Annual Conference held in Kuala Lumpur,
JALT (Japan Association of Language Teachers) signed and exchanged
an MOU with MELTA, making the total number of MOU associates to
eight.
By August 2014, MELTA had signed and exchanged MOUs with 12
associations, the latest additions being HAAL (Hong Kong Association
of Applied Linguistics) and BELTA (Brunei English Language Teachers
Association) who exchanged the MOU with MELTA at the 2013 MELTA
Annual Conference in Johor Bharu. Since then, MELTA has signed MOUs
with other organisations such as KOTESOL and ETA-ROC. To date,
MELTA has signed MOUs with 13 organisations.
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The MOU allows the organisations to send representatives to attend the respective annual conferences
with special privileges—conference fee waiver for one representative and free accommodation for the
duration of the conference.
In 2016, the MELTA members who represented at associate partner conferences were Dr Shukri Nordin
(Thai TESOL, Bangkok), Dr Azlin Zaiti Zainal (KOTESOL, Seoul), Dr Sivabala Naidu (KATE, Seoul).
Ms Szarmilaa Dewie, Dr Ali Ahmad Seman (JACET, Sapporo), Dr Leong Lai Mei (TEFLIN, Surabaya),
Assoc. Prof Dr. Premela Krish (HAAL, Hong Kong), Prof. Dr Ganakumaran Subramanian (ETA, ROC,
Taipei, ) and Ms Chandrakala Raman, (BELTA, Bandar Seri Begawan).
Similarly, MELTA sends invitations to and receives representatives from its MOU Associates at all
its annual conferences. MELTA continues to play a significant role in ASIA TEFL. Current MELTA
President Professor Dr. Ganakumaran Subramaniam is the Vice-President of Asia TEFL. MELTA also
has representations in the annual Asia TEFL conferences.

Melta Annual August 7.indd 32

8/16/17 11:33 PM

MELTA Annual 2017

33

JALT2016
Transformation in Language Education

November 25-28, 2016

Szarmilaa Dewie Krishnan

Plenary session

MELTA’s partnership with JALT has provided individuals like me with the
opportunity to collaborate with ELT practitioners from around the world.
My participation at the conference has been a wonderful opportunity to
establish networks and share ideas. Interaction with conference delegates
was insightful, listening to their sharing of stories of transformation in
language teaching and learning. It is believed that the nature of JALT
conferences is to be agent of change. JALT2016 has also proved to be
extra special—it was not just the transformation, but it has provided a
platform for exploring transformation from many vantage points. I enjoyed
the warmth, overwhelming hospitality and good food by the organising
team, who were very attentive and accommodating to participants with
special diets, especially a vegetarian like me.

The plenary and parallel sessions by various renowned speakers shaped
my views of language learning in a new dimensions and different contexts.
I thoroughly enjoyed all the sessions I attended. Kudos, to the great team
for a successful conference. The conference sessions were refreshing and
invigorating, and I truly enjoyed the experience!

Szarmilaa Dewie is a lecturer at
the English Language Teaching
Centre (ELTC), Ministry of Education
Malaysia. She holds an M.Ed (TESL)
from the University of Malaya. Her
current interest is in educational
research programmes, the teaching
and learning of literature, language
games and blended learning.
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Thailand TESOL 2017

ELT Pathways to Professional Excellence
19-21 January 2017, Bangkok, Thailand
Thurairaja Sunmokasudram

My First
International
Conference

H

ow many young teachers in our national schools would even imagine
having the opportunity to present at an international conference
overseas? Although I was just beginning my third year of teaching English
at a school in a rural part of Perak, I had just that opportunity given to
me by the Malaysian English Language Teaching Association (MELTA).
Not only was I a paper presenter, but I was MELTA’s representative at the
ThaiTESOL International Conference 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand.
I was a successful recipient of the 2017 MELTA grant for international
conferences. All members of MELTA can apply for this grant by simply
downloading the application form which is available at their website.
Besides participation at ThaiTESOL, successful applicants also have the
opportunity to represent MELTA at international conferences in Taiwan,
Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Brunei and Indonesia.

S. Thurairaja is an English
Language teacher at a secondary
school in Perak and a Ministry of
Education scholar of the Malaysia
– United Kingdom twinning
programme. He is active in MELTA’s
professional development initiative
for Beginning English Language
Teachers throughout Malaysia.
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After learning that I was selected to represent MELTA at ThaiTESOL, the
organisation guided me throughout the entire process, from preparing
an abstract for submission to registration and making arrangements
for accommodation. As a MELTA representative, you are provided
accommodation for the entire duration of the conference as well as a full
fee waiver.
Arriving at the conference venue, I was warmly received by members of
the conference organising committee led by the ThaiTESOL President,
Asst. Prof. Dr. Pragasit. At the opening ceremony, I was ushered to sit at
the front row and was introduced to other international affiliates. Besides
getting to know the affiliate representatives, I had ample opportunities
to network and foster good relations with international delegates from
around the world.

Prof. Dudley’s session on Professional
Development

There were many interesting presentations and workshop sessions by
various key figures in ELT. I was especially interested in a presentation by
Professor Dudley Reynolds from Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar, who
is also the President of the TESOL International Association. His plenary
session on “The Professional English Language Teacher’s Pathway to
Excellence” and later another session on “Professional Development
through the Teacher’s Eyes” were very insightful. Other notable figures
in ELT at the conference were Dr Christine Coombe and Hanan Khalifa. I
also attended my fair share of parallel presentations on technology in ELT
classrooms, an area of student that I am particularly interested in.
My own presentation was well received by the delegates. I enjoyed the
discussion that followed my presentation and realised that even a teacher
from rural Perak had ideas to share with ELT practitioners from around the
world.
Being a presenter at an international conference overseas was definitely a
huge learning curve for me, and I look forward to reaching new milestones
in the future.
My experience in Bangkok was not limited to the conference alone. With
new found friends, Memmy, Koki, Maho and Richmond, I also had the
opportunity to explore the city. We braved the odds and explored the city
using public transport, tasted Thai Food and visited some popular tourist
sites.
All in all, the whole experience was awesome and I returned with a lot of
memories to cherish. I feel revitalised and excited to build a career in ELT.
Thank you MELTA for the opportunity.
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Represent Us at International
Conferences Overseas

Apply for a 2018 MELTA Overseas Conference Grant and
represent us at conferences in Japan, Korea, Thailand,
Hong Kong, Brunei and Indonesia
As part of MOUs we have with English Language
Teaching associations in several countries, MELTA
is able to send representatives to present papers or
conduct workshops at their international conferences.
The 2018 MELTA Overseas Conference Grant will provide
representatives with accommodation at associate
member conferences as well as a fee waiver.
To learn more about this grant and download the
application form, visit http://melta.org.my

MALAYSIAN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING ASSOCIATION (PERSATUAN PENGAJARAN BAHASA INGGERIS MALAYSIA)
G-11-2, Putra Walk, Jalan PP25, Taman Pinggiran Putra, Bandar Putra Permai, 43300 Seri Kembangan, Selangor, Malaysia
Tel: 03-89453137 / 017 604 7490
Email: melta@tm.net.my
Website: www.melta.org.my
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MAJER

The Malaysian Journal of ELT Research



ISSN: 1511-8002
Frequency: Two issues a year

Chief Editor:
Stefanie Pillai



MaJER aims to
advance
knowledge of and
to develop
expertise in critical
and scientific
inquiry in English
language teaching
and learning.



Authors are invited
to submit articles
that focus on new
theoretical
perspectives,
syntheses of
research,
discussions of

methodological
issues and scholarly
analyses of issues
in ELT. Articles may
also include
debates on a
variety of
perspectives, policy
and theories,
investigations of
alternative modes
of research in ELT,
examination of
trends in ELT and
the advancement
of knowledge and
understanding of
effective English

language teaching
and learning.



Visit http://
www.melta.org.my
to read the latest
and back issues of
MaJER, and for
information on how
to submit papers to
MAJER.
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MELTA Bureaus
I

n 2008, MELTA made significant changes to its profile and the structure of the committee to widen its scope and
reflect a national professional organisation. The MELTA committee now consists of an executive council and a bureau
of directors.
Research and Development
The Research and Development Bureau at MELTA aims to initiate and conduct research that has relevance to current ELT
concerns in Malaysia and create a greater awareness of issues in ELT theory and practice among MELTA members and
the public.
Special Interest Groups
The overall aim of the MELTA Special Interest Groups (SIG) is to provide a platform for engagement of and access
to viewpoints and ideas from Malaysia and around the world through an easily accessible online forum approach.
Discussions in the Online forum are moderated by SIG coordinators well-versed in specific areas of English Language
Education. Apart from moderation and administration tasks, SIG coordinators are also responsible for encouraging the
organization of SIG Seminars amongst popular forum discussion groups.
Special Projects
The Special Projects Bureau aims to organise theme-based national level special projects and to support the Malaysian
government in implementing and evaluating policies related to English language education. These include rural
community projects, National Colloquiums and National Competitions. The bureau also organises and runs MELTA’s
social responsibility projects which are subsumed under MELTA’s ‘Melt-a-Heart’ endeavours.
Publications
The Publications Bureau aims to disseminate recent work and research by Malaysian and international experts, and
ensure continued publication of the MELTA Annual. MELTA is currently collaborating with Universiti Sains Malaysia Press
for the publication of the ‘MELTA-USM ELT in South East Asia Series’.

Journals
The Journals Bureau manages the publication of MELTA’s two peer-reviewed journals, The English Teacher and the
Malaysian Journal of ELT Research. Both journals are published online and accessible for free through MELTA’s website.
They are indexed by the Malaysian Citation Centre, Ministry of Higher Education and since November 2015, The English
Teacher has been included in Thomson Reuters’ Emerging Sources Citation Index.
Chapters
The MELTA Chapters Bureau administers activities in different parts of the country so that MELTA members can meet and
carry out activities according to their own local needs, thus ensuring the dissemination of current and state-of-the-art
knowledge and expertise.
Technologies
The Technologies Bureau aims to promote ELT at all levels, to provide the latest online information and news regarding
ELT in Malaysia, and to provide references relating to technology matters in the ELT world.
Training
The Training Bureau administers a range of top quality training programmes to Malaysian educators, learners and the
corporate sector. Custom-based programmes are also designed to meet the various needs of clients. The committee also
collaboratively conducts training with other professional bodies.
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MELTA English Language and Education
Consultancy
Scope and Type of Consultancy
Organisation Background
The Malaysian English Language Teaching Association, more popularly known as MELTA is a
professional non-profit organization formed in 1982. MELTA is deeply committed to representing
all Malaysian English language educators, contributing towards their continuous professional
development in line with national goals and aspirations. MELTA is run completely by Malaysians
professionally involved in the teaching of English language and education in the English language.
MELTA has a sound research-driven knowledge base on language education in Malaysia and
the important role of English in education advancements. MELTA’s strength lies in its in-depth
understanding about education in Malaysia at all levels. The organization is well-networked and
respected nationally and internationally. In Malaysia, MELTA serves at advisory level committees
for the Ministry of Education.

Niche Consultancy Areas
1
2
3
4
5
6

Programme and project assessment and reporting
Product and service assessment and reporting
Programme development
Product and service development
Project management
Training and personnel assessment

MELTA Education Consultancy can undertake the following specific areas of engagement:
1 Develop and lead training sessions and interactive workshops.
2 Introduce and incorporate adult learning theory and instructional design for all types of training.
3 Design and/or utilise measurement/assessment tools to evaluate the effectiveness of learning
solutions provided.
4 Identify goals and opportunities based on an understanding of the client’s needs.
5 Document findings in writing.
6 Contribute to the development and enhancement of policies, practices, training, support
materials and strategies.
7 Track and review activities and outcomes.
8 Conduct clinical and/or quality assurance investigations based on pre-set or custom designed
protocols or standards.
9 Act as intermediary/support for clients in bid processes, assessments, etc.
10 Engage in individual and collective assessment delivery and achievement targets.
11 Provide counselling and resources to assist clients in overcoming barriers.
12 Prepare reports as required by client.
13 Review and assess client’s needs for training.
14 Undertake stakeholder and learning needs analysis and assessments.
15 Establish partnerships and opportunities with education providers.
16 Provide onsite and web-based demonstrations, training and workshops
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MELTA Chapters
About the Chapters
The establishment of MELTA Chapters is an initiation of MELTA to reach
out and extend support to MELTA members and English Language (EL)
educationists at large. They are ‘branches’ of MELTA functioning as
mini organised teams of passionate and committed members at state,
district or even at institutional levels dedicated to organising seminars,
workshops, forums and other professional activities at on-site levels.

Chapter Committees
Each Chapter functions on its own with a Chapter Committee comprising
five to seven members and a Chapter Leader at the helm. The Committee
are all MELTA members, appointed officially by MELTA and are EL
educationists, past and present (teachers, lecturers, retirees). MELTA
lends support to these Chapter activities, especially when requested
upon. The activities of these Chapters are aimed at sharing and providing
professional and educational support which can range from educational
seminars/workshops to theatre activities to community service.
Currently, the active MELTA Chapters are as follow:
No.

Melta Annual August 7.indd 40

MELTA Chapters

Chapter Leader

1

Kota Kinabalu, Sabah

Ease Chang Yee Shee

2

Kuching, Sarawak

Prof. Associate Dr Souba
Rethinasamy

3

Perak

Dr Shahrina binti Md Nordin

4

Seberang Prai, Bukit
Mertajam, Penang

Lee Lay See
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Other Chapters already in the fold and upcoming new Chapters in the
progress of either reviving or establishing are:
No. MELTA Chapters

Chapter Leader

1

Sandakan, Sabah

Monica Loh Pui Ling

2

Tawau, Sabah

Jen Renita Binti Mappah

3

Kuantan, Pahang
(the Kuantan Chapter has
been set up and is awaiting
official appointment)

Nor Azlina binti Zainal Abidin

4

Terengganu
(in discussion, in progress)

The activities are organised with the following objectives in mind:
• To advance professional collaboration nation-wide level
• To empower teachers, students and users of English language
• To develop and establish collegial support amongst Malaysian ELT
practitioners, learners and language enthusiasts

MELTA Chapter – Kota Kinabalu

MELTA Chapter Kota Kinabalu had a dynamic year, with the launching of
the revived KK Chapter, its Chapter Facebook and also the launching of a
very successful symposium for the English Language teachers in Sabah
on 21 November 2016 with the theme of ‘Share Your Story: What Works
and What Doesn’t–Best Practices for ELT in Sabah ESL Classrooms’.
The symposium attracted over 200 delegates from primary, secondary
colleges and universities from all over Sabah. A number of interesting
activities preceded the event and also was on-going during the symposium,
these included numerous professional workshops during which the Sabah
teams reached out to teachers and educationists alike to participate in the
symposium.
They also held the ‘MELT-A- HEART’ event and managed to collect 60
books to give away to the needy schools. They successfully formed
partnerships with other MELTA Chapter members (Sandakan and Tawau),
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Interviews by RTM
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Yap Mei Ching from PPD Kota Kinabalu is
MELTA KK Symposium’s ‘Best Presenter’

with the Sabah State Education Department and other District Education
Offices (KK, Sandakan, Kunak, Penampang, Tambunan, Papar, Beluran,
Ranau, Keningau, Kuala Penyu and Tawau) and University (UMS), teacher
training institutes (IPGK Gaya), schools and with companies and private
sectors such as Scholastic, Petronita, Kedai Buku Putatan and with the
Radio Television Malaysia and the Daily Express. It was indeed a very
successful event in all respects and the sheer dedication and hardwork of
this KK team with the energetic support of its partnerships and volunteers,
resulted in meeting many objectives of the organisers.
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MELTA Chapter – Seberang Prai Jaya, Bukit
Mertajam, Penang
The Seberang Prai Jaya Chapter focused on plays and
theatres and on a Professional Learning Community Project
(PLC) as activities organised for the year 2016. They
organised a Workshop and Watch a Play – Marble Hearts by
Penang Pac and Workshop and Watch a Play Demystified–A
Midsummer’s Night Dream by Gardner & Wife at Penang Pac
for student-teachers from Tuanku Bainun Teacher Education
Institute (IPGKTB). The aims of these activities were to
immerse student-teachers with the basic skills of drama
performance and stagecraft and to expose student-teachers
with plays and drama in English literature.
In April, they also organised a Friday Children’s Theatre
Performance for student-teachers and 200 pupils from SK
Menkuang Primary school with the aim to provide studentteachers with the platform for ESL student-teachers to
showcase their skills and performance. It involved planning,
organising and performing children’s drama using the
principles of script writing and stagecraft learnt in plays and
drama for young learners as part of their Bachelor of teaching
ESL degree programme.
They also conducted a PLC programme as an Outreach
Programme with SJKT Ladang Boh 2 in Cameron Highlands
in November 2016. The aims of this activity was to foster
collaborative learning among primary school teachers through
PLC approaches and to connect with indigenous students by
setting up a Self-Access Learning Centre in that school. Also,
an event of pride was that Chapter Leader Lee Lay See also
managed a team of student-teachers from the IPGKTB to
participate in an international competition ‘Say it With Oxford
Competition’ and led to a top six standing victory. The aim of
this participation was to lead the student teachers to speak
clearly using various forms and functions, and with correct
expression in role-play uploaded to Youtube.
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MELTA Chapter – Kuching

MELTA Chapter Kuching focused on two main activities for the year 2016.
The first activity was ‘Sharing MELTA Roles with Teacher in Kuching. It
was aimed at raising awareness among EL teachers of opportunities and
platforms of professional sharing as offered and upheld by MELTA – a
get-to-know MELTA in conjunction with the upcoming MELTA International
Conference 2016.

A mini Melt-A-Heart Campaign which was also organised and started in
October 2016 will end in March 2017. The aim was to donate the books
to SK Teresa which was affected by fire and will also donate to the needy
schools in Kuching and Kota Samarahan.
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From 2017 onwards, the Chapter Leader will be Associate Professor Dr
Souba Rethinasamy, and MELTA would like to take the opportunity to
thank Mr Chuah Kee Man for his much valued contribution to MELTA.
Thank you, Mr Chuah! And to Dr Souba, MELTA welcomes you warmly
and looks forward to working with the Kuching Chapter.

MELTA Chapter – Perak
The Perak Chapter was set up and officially launched during 25th MELTA
Conference 2016 in Perak and with its active Committee has plans for
MELTA recruitment drive and to organise a seminar for EL teachers in
Perak in 2017. All the best to this new Perak Chapter, a platform for
professional collegiality and development is now established in Perak for
EL educationists and practitioners to move forward.
MELTA welcomes and looks forward to lending support and working with
new Chapters and also reviving earlier established Chapters. Chapter
partnerships and networking with other EL Associations/ Clubs/Societies
within Malaysia is also an endeavour, MELTA hopes to embark upon so
as to establish a regional or zonal professional collegiality amongst the
EL fraternity in addressing common issues or concerns within the EL
fraternity of educators.
Last but not least, MELTA takes the opportunity to thank all Chapter
Leaders and Committees for their support, dedication and commitment in
providing professional opportunities for the EL fraternity in their respective
Chapters.
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MELTA KK Chapter
Pre-Conference Workshops 2017
E

arlier this year, MELTA KK Chapter made an official
announcement on our Facebook page that the
26th MELTA International Conference was going to be
held in Kota Kinabalu. Judging from the overwhelming
response we received during our symposium last
year, we knew the English teachers in Sabah would
be excited about this news. Thus, it didn’t really
surprise us that, not long after the announcement was
made, our inbox was inundated by a torrential flood
of messages. For the most part, the teachers were
very curious about the conference, and, naturally, they
wanted us to provide them more information about it.
Our initial reaction was very straightforward–we either
asked them to be patient until new announcements
were made or gave them brief information about the
conference to the best of our knowledge. However,
as we received more messages, we began to see
a pattern in their questions. As it happened, most
teachers in Sabah had never presented in any
ELT-related conference over the course of their
professional lives. And, from what we were made to
understand, they were especially eager to present in
this year’s MELTA Conference because–at long last–it
would be held in Sabah.

Platform: Inspiration for Conference Newcomers.” In
the beginning, our objective was very simple – we
just aimed at sharing some insights with as many
English teachers as possible about how to conduct
a classroom research and subsequently deliver an
effective conference presentation. But, over the
course of time, our ideas developed and blossomed
into something bigger. Thus, in our final stages of
planning, we decided that the targeted participants
for our workshop were English teachers who were
totally new to conferences. For that reason, we chose
to address the following issues:
1

It was for this reason that we decided to organise
our very own pre-conference activities which we
referred to as “Sharing Your Story on an International
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How would attending/presenting in a conference
benefit me as a teacher?
2 What can I expect from the conference?
3 What are the formats or types of presentations for
MELTA international conference?
4 Do I have to be a researcher/is it necessary for me
to have conducted a research I if were to present
in MELTA international conference?
5 Which format of presentation should I choose?
6 How do I write a proposal?
7 How do I write a bio-detail?
8 What should I include in my presentation slides?
9 How do I choose a title that can attract audience?
10 How do I engage the audience during my
presentation?
11 I have butterflies in my stomach! How do I gain
confidence to speak in front of people?
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Based on our observation, all the teachers who
participated in our workshops responded very well to
our sharing. They kept on asking us questions related
to the upcoming conference and what they should
to increase their chance of being accepted. And, in
almost all the districts that we went to, there would
be several teachers who wanted to know what they
should do to keep abreast of any activity or event
organised by MELTA. In consequence, we managed
to register a total of 26 new MELTA members.

If truth be told, we were a bit skeptical about this
activity at first. We didn’t know how many teachers
would be interested to attend it, and most importantly,
we didn’t know how the teachers would respond to it.
That is why we were so glad to find out that, right after
we began our first workshop in Tawau on 30 January
2017, 10 education district officers requested that we
come to their respective areas and conduct the same
workshop for their teachers. All in all, we managed
to reach out to approximately 400 teachers from 10
different districts for the duration of two months.
There were two highlights of our workshops.
The first highlight was when the Minister of Special
Tasks, YB Datuk Teo Chee Kang not only officiated at
our workshop in Kudat, but also urged all the English
teachers in that district to take part in MELTA 26th
International Conference in his officiating speech.
The second highlight was when we were invited to
conduct a Creative Teacher Showcase and Poster
Presentation Workshop at Gaya Teachers’ Training
Institute. We couldn’t have been more delighted to
know that so many soon-to-be teachers were also
eager to be a part of MELTA.
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It is indeed evident that the English teachers in Sabah
are extremely passionate about their profession
and if given the right opportunities, they are willing
to walk the extra mile in the name of professional
development. It deeply touched us when a number of
teachers came to us at the end of the workshops just
to tell us how much they were inspired by our sharing.
In all honesty, they were the ones who inspired us.
And it wasn’t so much about their professionalism
and boundless knowledge that impressed us the
most. It was how their eyes twinkled with enthusiasm
every time we told them the many benefits they could
possibly bring into their classroom by participating in
MELTA conferences.
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The following are some pictures taken during our workshops held in 10 different districts.
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It was indeed a pleasurable experience to be able to collaborate with so many English teachers all over Sabah.
We are looking forward to conducting more activities like this in the future.
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MELTA Journals and Publications
Journals

M

ELTA publishes two peer-reviewed journals, The English Teacher
and the Malaysian Journal of ELT Research. Of the two, The English
Teacher was first published as a bulletin in 1971. Later, in 1986, the first
issue of The English Teacher journal was published. This possibly makes
The English Teacher Malaysia’s oldest ELT publication.
MELTA’s second journal publication is the Malaysian Journal of ELT
Research (MaJER). This is a much newer publication that advances
knowledge of scientific inquiry in English language teaching and learning.
Both The English Teacher and MaJER are referred online journals indexed
by the Malaysian Citation Centre, Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia.
MELTA provides free access to current and past issues of both journals,
making them important resources for academicians, researchers,
teacher educators and graduate students involved in research and the
dissemination of knowledge in the field.
Since November 2015, The English Teacher has been included in Thomson
Reuters’ Emerging Sources Citation Index.

Publications
The MELTA Publications Bureau is involved in developing content and
materials for publications. MELTA has, in the past, published the quarterly
newsletter, MELTA Matters and also the highly successful MELTASasbadi ELT series. MELTA Matters has since evolved over the years and
is now the MELTA Annual. MELTA has also continued to establish new
partnerships for publications. It is currently collaborating with Universiti
Sains Malaysia Press for the publication of the ‘MELTA-USM ELT in South
East Asia Series’.
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The MELTA Malachi Edwin Creative Teacher
Showcase and the MELTA Creative Student
Teacher Showcase Awards
Introduction
There are several factors that make MELTA conferences
unique in Malaysia and internationally. The most important
is the fact that MELTA conferences are centred around
English language teachers. MELTA sees teachers as not
just recipients of knowledge at conferences, but also as
generators of knowledge.
To encourage pre-school, primary and secondary school
teachers, as well as pre-service teachers to join MELTA
conferences as presenters, the organisers have introduced
two special presentation categories, namely, the MELTA Malachi Edwin Creative Teacher Showcase and the
MELTA Creative Student Teacher Showcase.

The MELTA Malachi Edwin Creative Teacher Showcase
The MELTA Creative Teacher Showcase was first introduced
as a conference event at the 18th MELTA International
Conference in 2009. It was later renamed the MELTA Malachi
Edwin Creative Teacher Showcase in 2013 in honour
of MELTA’s past president, Professor Dr Malachi Edwin
Vethamani.
In this presentation, teachers showcase teaching innovations
and/or teaching simulations of effective methods and
practices. At the end of the conference, gold, silver and
bronze winners are named for each category. Prizes include
cash, a certificate of recognition and complimentary
membership with MELTA.
Participation in the MELTA Malachi Edwin Creative Teacher Showcase is open to both Malaysian and international
delegates. However, only Malaysian teachers are eligible for the gold, silver and bronze prizes.
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Year

Gold

Silver

Bronze

2009

Jen Renita Mappah
Open University Malaysia

Rani K. Mariappan SMK Batu
Pahat Convent, Johor

2010

Nor Fadzleen Sa’son
SMK Tasek Utara, Johor

Lim Seng Leong
SMK Bukut Jambul, Penang

Rubiah binti Mat Som
SMK Kuala Krau, Pahang

Noorjahan binti Sultan
SK Indera Mahkota Utama,
Kuantan

Yap Yoke Chin SMK Hwa Lian,
Temerloh

2001

Mahiran Mohd Noor
SMK Kompleks Gong Badak
Kuala Terengganu

Zakiah bt. Jaafar
MRSM Kota Bahru

Hyginus Lester Junior Lee
SMK Mutiara

2012

Maryati bt Athan
Sk Muhammad Saman

Denny Phang Kong Khee
SJK Chung Hua Tondong

Belinda Ng May Lee
SMK Taman Medan

Sawaran Jit Kaur Kolej Datu Tuanku
Haji Bujang, Miri
2013

Zaminah Azaman
Kolej Datu Tuanku Haji Bujang, Miri

Nor Fadleen Sa’don SMK Tasek
Utara, Johor

Tan Shiew Hiong
SK Pujut Corner, Miri
No winner

Siti Shakilah Nirmala bt Abdullah
SK Sri Tangkak, Johor
Arumugam a/l Gopal @ Rjau,
SMK Taman Selesa Jaya, Skudai
Johor

2014

Tan Lee Nguang
Jabatan Pendidikan Negeri
Sarawak

Noorjahan bt Sultan
SK Indera Mahkota Utama,
Pahang

No winner

2015

Nazira bt Roslee, SK Putrajaya
Prescint 9(1)

No winner

Adila bt Abd Aziz and
Haliza bt Mahmud Kamaruddin
SK Balai Besar, Dungun, Terengganu
Teresa Engel ak Peter Tiwet and
Lis Elizabeth ak Francis Bohui
SK Mejar Jeneral Dato Ibrahim,
Kuching

2016

No winner

Mr Warid Mihat,
S.K.Kubang Kerian 3, Kelantan

Ms Chanthireka A/P Vasudevan,
S.M.K Seksyen 19,
Shah Alam, Selangor

Melta Annual August 7.indd 54

8/16/17 11:34 PM

MELTA Annual 2017

55

The MELTA Creative Student Teacher Showcase
The MELTA Creative Student Teacher Showcase was first introduced in 2014 at the 23rd MELTA International
Conference, encouraged by the successful organisation of the MELTA Creative Teacher Showcase at past
conferences. In this category, student teachers highlight their successes at teaching innovations and/or teaching
simulations of effective methods and practices.
Malaysian and international delegates who are currently pursuing a teaching qualification in English Language
Education may participate in the MELTA Creative Student Teacher Showcase. However, again, only Malaysian
student teachers are eligible for the gold, silver and bronze prizes. All presenters will receive a certificate of
participation.
Year

Gold

Silver

Bronze

2014

Agnes Lee Zhi Hui

Er, Pei TIng
Cak Nong Aitin,
Muhammad Zahin
Safwin Subri

Kristie Jacqueline Lau Ing Chee
Caroline Tham Yie Tiing

2015

No winner

Suresh Lim Keng Leong
IPG Kampus Bahasa
Antarabangsa

Jong Yik Meng, Joan Lim Ker Shin
IPG Kampus Bahasa Antarabangsa

Joyce Tan Shu Yuan,
Taylor’s University

No winner

2016
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No winner

Er Pei Ting, Muhammad Zahin
Safwan bin Subri
IPG Kampus Ilmu Khas
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The Basil Wijasuriya Excellent Teacher Presentation Award
Year

Winners

2003

Nirmala Ramakrishnan

2004

Pung Tze Ching @ Joanna

2005

Anita Johanna Rajkumar Samuel

2006

Marcus Raja @Markus Gatuman

2008

Zanurin Mohamed Safar
Liaw Meng Lai
Harbans Kaur

2009

Rahmah Hj Sayuti

2010

Hyginus Lester Junior Lee
Parameswary Chelliah
Wong Woei Ling

2011

Puteri Azirah bt. Abd Aziz

2012 Kuala Lumpur

Gold
Shantini S. Karalasingam (SMK Bandar
Baru Sg. Buloh)
Silver
Rahmah Hj Sayuti (SM Sains Sembrong)
Bronze
Nor Fadzleen bte Sa’don (SMK Tasek Utara)

2012 Kuching

Gold
Chang Yee Shee (SMK Kota Marudu)
Silver
Ng Sing Yii (SMK Green Road)
Bronze
Sally Wong Leng King (SMK Saint Joseph)

2014 Kuching

Gold
Ng Sing Yii (SMK Green Road, Kuching)
Silver
Shanthi Krishnan (SMK St Michael, Ipoh)
Bronze
Sheela Faizura Nik Fauzi
(SMK Sebauh, Bintulu)

2015 Kuala Lumpur

Gold
Pia Munusamy, Universiti Teknologi Johor
Silver
P. Malliga Perumal, SMK Dato’ Shahardin,
Labu, Negeri Sembilan
Bronze
Cynthia C. James, SK Gudon,
Kota Kinabalu

2016, Ipoh
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Gold
Ms Jen Renita Binti Mappah,
K Merotai Tawau, Sabah
Silver
Ms Seetal Kaur A/P Manjit Singh,
S.M.K. Ayer Kuning, Perak
Bronze
Ms P. Malliga Perumal,
S.M.K. Dato’ Shahardin, Labu, Negeri
Sembilan
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The TEDBET Initiative for Early Career
English Teachers in Malaysia
Thurairaja Sunmokasudram

O

ne fine day in mid-2014, Dr. Sivabala, and five to-be-posted English
school teachers met at Starbucks NU Sentral, Kuala Lumpur to discuss
the challenges an early career teacher would usually face in Malaysia. The
brainstorming session that day led to ideas to set up a platform for early
career English teachers to discuss and professionally develop themselves
in MELTA. Few months later, the MELTA Special Interest Group idea was
launched with the five teachers, who had by then been posted to different
states in Malaysia: Thurai and Avtar-Perak; Chitira-Penang; Anna-Pahang;
Kasturi-Johor.

Teacher Development for Beginning English Teachers (TEDBET) was
established exclusively as a group to cater and develop the young and
beginning English teachers in Malaysia. Social networking was found to
be the effective tool to reach out to teachers around Malaysia and the
TEDBET’s closed Facebook group has since grown in size to almost 500
teachers, who communicate and critically discuss trending issues and
matters related to ELT
Language camps held in Selangor (2),
Johor & Perak

S. Thurairaja is an English
Language teacher at a secondary
school in Perak and a Ministry of
Education scholar of the Malaysia
– United Kingdom twinning
programme. He is the President of
TEDBET and is active in MELTA’s
professional development initiative
for beginning English language
teachers around Malaysia. He can
be reached at thurai_4042@yahoo.
com.
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Besides online discussions, TEDBET was also established with an
objective to create activities where teachers can periodically meet and
at the same time, serve the community around them. CHILD was formed
as a result of this and the first event CHILD 1.0 was held in Batu Caves,
Selangor in 2015 for the underprivileged refugee children. The landmark
CHILD event, an acronym for Camp-House for Innovative Language
Development is platform for a fun English language camp, for teachers
to develop skills and competencies as well as an avenue for children and
students to learn the language in a fun learning environment. To date,
CHILD 2.0 has been conducted in Pasir Gudang, Johor (2016) for upper
secondary school students and CHILD 3.0 in Ipoh, Perak for the primary
school students, held in conjunction with the 2016 MELTA international
conference.
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Today, technology plays an important role in education. In 2015 and
2016, TEDBET organised two webinars using the Google Talk platform.
Entitled the Best 21st Century ELT Practices, the online seminars brought
in presenters from Google Apps, Pinterest, Glass projects and education
disparities. The SIG organised webinars, broadcasted presenters from
Johor, Perak, Putrajaya and as far as the USA to the numerous interactive
participants around Malaysia.
TEDBET marked a huge milestone in December 2015 when it co-organised
an ELT Summit entitled ‘Bridging Practice with Realities’ at the University
of Nottingham, Malaysia Campus in Semenyih with the 21st Century
Learning SIG. The summit was a success with a panel of distinguished
speakers comprising key figures of ELT in Malaysia, who delivered
insightful and inspiring talks, workshops and a forum. The event attracted
more than 150 ELT practitioners. In October 2016, TEDBET successfully
co-organised a workshop entitled ‘Using Technology to Engage & Gamify
Learning’ at the University of Nottingham, KLTC. The workshop was
conducted by Zaid Ali Alsagoff, a learning innovation specialist in tertiary
and corporate education.
TEDBET continues to aspire for the professional development of
Malaysian early career English language teachers with more teachers
realising the importance for their growth. With the bigger network, the SIG
is able to bring bigger and various activities to further enhance the English
learning environment in the nation. So, if you’re an early career English
teacher, do get in touch with the SIG and indulge with the fun professional
development it offers.

MESIG ELT Summit & 21st Century
Workshop

MA

G-1
Tel:1
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The English Teacher

A journal of the Malaysian English Language Teaching Association
An open access online journal, indexed by Thomson Reuters’ Emerging Sources Citation
Index and the Malaysian Citation Index
Frequency: Three issues a year

Chief Editor
Tan Kok Eng

Administrative Editor
Subarna Sivapalan
mjadmedt@gmail.com

The English Teacher promotes
effective English language
teaching and learning, and it
is intended for teachers and
instructors who are primarily
involved in teaching children
and adults.
This is a refereed journal that is
published three times a year, in
April, August and December.
The English Teacher has been
in publication since 1987 and
is indexed in MyCite, a citation
index system developed by
the Malaysian Citation Centre,
Ministry of Higher Education,
Malaysia.
Since November 2015, The
English Teacher has been
included by Thomson Reuters
(TR) in its Emerging Sources
Citation Index (ESCI).

Authors are invited to
submit articles that provide
practical techniques and
strategies for ELT, identify
effective classroom-tested
instructional techniques
and/or provide descriptions
of procedures that can be
implemented in classrooms
with a variety of students.
Articles may also focus on
insights and understanding
about ELT research and its
application to the classroom.
To read the latest issue of
The English Teacher, and for
information on how to submit
papers via the online journal
platform, please visit
http://journals.melta.org.my/

MALAYSIAN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING ASSOCIATION (PERSATUAN PENGAJARAN BAHASA INGGERIS MALAYSIA)
G-11-2, Putra Walk, Jalan PP25, Taman Pinggiran Putra, Bandar Putra Permai, 43300 Seri Kembangan, Selangor, Malaysia
Tel:136
03-89453137 / 017 604 7490
Email: melta@tm.net.my
Website: www.melta.org.my
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MELTA Special Project on YouTube Channel
– MELTA T4T
Dr Lee King Siong

T

he special project to launch and develop a Melta
YouTube channel kicked off in 2016. Named
the Melta T4T (Tips for Teachers), it is intended to
encourage creative development of videos to be shared
on YouTube to become yet another online resource for
Malaysian ELT practitioners. It is envisioned to grow
into a source of home-grown practical and nifty tips
on how to manage the teaching/learning of particular
aspects of the English language that seem to be
common problems among ELT practitioners.

When the first video contest invited submissions by
14 February 2017, only six entries were received. It
was then decided to offer another round of entries
with 15 July 2017 as the deadline. However, only two
new entries were received, making a total of eight
entries. Regardless of the small number, they were
viewed and discussed with much enthusiasm, and
judged according to the stated criteria listed in the
contest publicity posters that had been placed on the
MELTA website and the MELTA facebook.
Happily, the judges had no problems in deciding the
two winning entries. However, it was clear that none of
the entries met the standard expected of a first prize
award, so the best of the eight entries won the second
prize and the next best entry won a consolation prize.
The two winners of the Melta T4T contest are:

The pilot run for the project began with a video contest
inviting anyone in the Malaysian ELT profession, as well
as teacher trainees and university language education
majors, to submit 3-minute videos demonstrating or
elucidating a particular aspect of learning the English
language. This could be in the area of grammar,
pronunciation, punctuation, writing, or vocabulary
learning, and animation or human actors can be used.
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Name

Award

Anisah binti Mohd Haizald
Student,
IPG Kampus Ilmu Khas

Second Prize

Vironica Polus, School Teacher,
SK Merotai Kecil, Tawau,
SABAH

Consolation
Prize

Congratulations to these two winners! The good news
is that ALL the entries will be posted on the Melta
T4T YouTube channel once it has been set up, so all
the video makers get to share their videos. It is also
hoped that this will encourage more ELT practitioners
to try their hand at making such videos to share with
others in the profession.
Will there be further contests? We should certainly
keep trying a few more times to see how the ELT
community in Malaysia responds to this initiative of
making a foray into the YouTube arena. So look out for
a new round of the Melta T4T video contest!
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Hand-on, Minds-on Challenge for
Secondary School Students
O

n Saturday, 17 June 2017, IMU welcomed 42
secondary school students from SMK Seri
Sentosa, Sri KL International School, SMK Bukit Jalil,
SMK Seri Sentosa, SMK Taman Desa, and SM Sains
Tuanku Munawir to the inaugural Hands-On, MindsOn Challenge event at the Bukit Jalil campus. The
challenge aimed to inculcate interest in science and
health amongst secondary school students, and at
the same time to promote interactive learning through
games. Students participated in a series of hands-on
activities on the themes of science, health and first
aid.

as it strengthened the notion of experiential learning
amongst secondary school students.

Chong Chee Ling from SMK Bukit Jalil indicated that
the challenge was great overall. Lee Chia Hau from
Sri KL International School explained her favourite
part of this challenge was that there were a lot of
practical involved rather than just a pen and a paper
and also commented that the games at each station
was fun. Besides that, Quah Koon Keat from SMK
Seri Sentosa remarked that the arrangement of the
games was “flawless”. Mr Aiman Cheah, the teacherin-charge from SMK Seri Sentosa had mentioned that

Dr Sheba D.Mani, the organising chair explained that
the format of the challenge incorporated a series
of tasks that required students to think critically
and creatively to solve problems by using materials
provided. The aim of the challenge was to inspire
students to experiment and test theories that they
learn in the sciences.
Professor Ganakumaran
Subramaniam, the President of the Malaysian
English Language Teaching Association (MELTA),
commented that MELTA, who were the co-organisers,
supported this innovative format for the competition
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the challenge was a good experience for the students, as the challenge incorporated technology as a part of the
game. As for SM Sains Tuanku Munawir, their teacher-in-charge, Ms Lim, has hoped that her students will be able
to apply their scientific knowledge into their daily lives and not only learn science through mere memorisation.
The champion of the Hands-On, Minds-On Challenge was Team Carbon comprising Ong Yi Chien, Melody Chua
E Ling and Jodie Amanda Kwa Ciao Yi from Sri KL International School who received the cash prize of RM1,500.
Ong Jack Min, Law Wei Cong and Ryan Wong Yuan Khong from Team Neon, Bukit Jalil took the second place
with a cash prize of RM900. Eight other teams received consolation prizes of RM300 each.
The event committee comprised IMU faculty from the Department of Language, Communication and Culture,
Foundation in Sciences, Human Biology and Dietetics with Nutrition. IMU students from various programmes
pooled their support to facilitate the event as well.
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MELTA Initiatives
and CSR Projects
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03

v MELT-A-Heart – The MELTA Conference with a Heart

v MELTA–Way With Words
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MELT-A-HEART
MELTA Conference With A Heart
Lim Chui Hoon & Shafinaz Abdullah
‘MELT-A-HEART’ has been a part of MELTA’s tradition in extending its
altruistic services to benefit community beyond language teachers. The
CSR project is a testimony of MELTA commitment towards raising literacy
in primary school pupils in Malaysia. This book donation drive is an
ongoing initiative that has become a unique feature of MELTA international
conference.
Since 2009, MELT-A-HEART has been conducted annually in conjunction
with MELTA international conference. Each year, ‘MELT-A-HEART’ makes
an active call to the conference delegates, exhibitors, and guests as well
as companies and corporations to contribute new books (non-workbook
type) or cash during the conference. All contributions will then go to
disadvantaged and needy charitable homes and/or schools. To date,
‘MELT-A-HEART’ has benefitted more than 30 schools across different
states in Malaysia.
MELT-A-HEART is a MELTA CSR project. It aims to enhance reading
literacy among children in the rural areas. Books and educational materials
were collected and donated to the following schools:
Year/State

School

2009
Johore

S.K. Pusat Air Tawar, Mersing, S.J.K. (C) Kelapa Sawit,
Kulai, and S.J.K. (T) Jalan Stesen Paloh, Kluang.

2010
Pahang, Sarawak,
Sabah

S.K. Cherating, Kuantan, S.J.K. (C) Panching, Kuantan,
and S.J.K. (T) Ladang Edensor, Mentakab
S.K. Gita No.2, Kuching, S.K. Bario, Sarawak, S.M.
Bario, Sarawak, S.K. Long Lamei, Sarawak
S.K. Pulau Larapan, Sabah.

2011
Terengganu

S.K. Teluk Kalong, Kemaman, S.K. Kompleks Seberang
Takir, Kuala Terengganu, and S.K. (C) Sin Chone,
Dungun.

2012
Kuala Lumpur,
Selangor,
Negeri Sembilan,
Sarawak

S.K. (1) Taman Selayang, K.L.
S.J.K. (T) Kuang, Rawang, S.J.K. (C) Chap Khuan,
Batu Arang, S.J.K. (C) Pui Ying, Klang,
S.J.K. (T) Tun Sambanthan, Pajam
S.K. Muhibbah, Kuching, S.K. Pesang Begu, Padawan,
S.K. Kampung Baru, Samarahan, and S.K. St. Teresa,
Kuching.

2013
Johore
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S.J.K.(T) Gelang Patah, Johor Bahru, S.J.K.(C) Chien
Bee, Kluang, and S.K. Kota Masai, Pasir Gudang.
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2014
Sarawak

S.K. Ba Kelalan, S.K. Sarasot, Bau, S.K. Jagoi, Bau,
S.K. Dato Mohd Musa, Koya Samarahan, and S.K. St.
Bernard Kampung Sadir, Ulu Padawan.

2015
Kelantan, Selangor,
Pahang

SK Kampung Karangan, Kelantan, SJKT Ladang Bute,
Sepang,
SJKC Khee Chee, Temerloh

2016
Perak

S.K. RPS. Dala, Gerik, S.R.J.K.(C) Yeong Hwa,
Lenggong, S.K. Sungai Lesong, Kampar, S.J.K.(T) Slim
River and S.J.K. (C) Pheng Lok, Air Kuning.

In 2016, ‘MELT-A-HEART’ aims to collect more books for schools
throughout Malaysia. So come join us ‘MELT-A-HEART’! Bring along and
drop off your contribution(s) as you register for the conference.
Corporate Social Responsibility—‘MELT-A-HEART’ is a meaningful way for
companies and corporations to fulfil your commitment towards corporate
social responsibility.
‘MELT-A-HEART’ is your golden opportunity to be part of the global
business community active in community services. ‘MELT-A-HEART’
increases and strengthens your relationship with stakeholders, such
as investors, customers, vendors, suppliers, employees, communities
and governments. Most importantly, ‘MELT-A-HEART’ ensures your
contributions reach those in need directly.
MELTA gives special mention at the to corporations who contribute more
than RM10,000 to CSR project at the conference.
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MELTA — Way With Words
2016 Competition
Dr Lee King Siong

The MELTA — Way with Words Competition was held on the third day
of the Melta 2016 conference at the Casuarina Hotel and Convention
Centre, Ipoh, Perak. As in previous years, there were two categories for
the competition: Upper Primary (10-12 years old) and Lower Secondary
(13 – 15 years old). There were eight teams in the Upper Primary category
and 17 teams in the Lower Secondary category. All the teams were from
Perak schools except for three teams in the Lower Secondary category
that came from SMK Raja Mahadi, Klang, Selangor.
The winning teams were from the following schools:
Upper Primary Category

Lower Secondary Category

1st
RM500

Tenby Schools Ipoh

SMK Convent Teluk Intan

2nd
RM300

Tenby Schools Ipoh

SM Tenby Ipoh

3rd
RM200

SK Syeikh Mohd Idris
Al-Marbawi, Kuala Kangsar

SMK Perempuan Methodist,
Ipoh

The cash prizes for both categories were donated by Expomall Sdn Bhd.
Consolation prizes in the form of books were given to the other five teams
in the Upper Primary category. No consolation prizes were given for teams
in the Lower Secondary category.
The following MELTA members, volunteers, and Ms Elizabeth Thor are
acknowledged for their roles in the competition, and special thanks to
Swi Ee and Chui Hoon for going the extra mile to help:
Upper Primary
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Lower Secondary

Judges

Tam Lye Suan
Cheah Swi Ee
Lim Chui Hoon

Malliga Perumal
Ali Ahmad Seman
Ease Chan

Pronouncer

M.K. Kabilan

Fiona Sada

Time-Keeper

Christina

Charissa Bose
Amanda Chelvarajasingham
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v ELT Best Practices & Stories
• A Classroom Experience: Understand the Needs and Challenges of
		 21st Century Teaching and Learning
• Beyond Borders: My Indonesian ‘Affair’
•   Confession of a `Conference Junkie’
• The Humbled Teacher
• Serving with Love
• Funny Bones
• May Music Keep Us Together
• Storytelling in the Classroom
• A Rural Educator’s Experience
v MELTA Changes Lives
•
•
•
•
•
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An Affair to Remember
Keeping Abreast with the Latest Trends in Language Teaching
A Special Journey with MELTA
Ideal Platform for Professional Development
Nurturing Teachers, Inspiring Learners
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BEST PRACTICES & STORIES
P. Malliga Perumal
SMK Dato’ Shahardin, Labu, Negeri Sembilan

A Classroom
Experience:
Understand
the Needs and
Challenges of T
21st Century
Teaching and
Learning

he first step to be a successful teacher in class is to understand the
first pedagogical factor—TO PLAN YOUR LESSON, TO DECIDE ON
THE SUBJECT MATTER AND HOW TO EXECUTE THE LESSON FOR THE
DAY to achieve your objective in ensuring that Teaching and Learning has
taken place effectively. IF YOU FAIL TO PLAN, YOU PLAN TO FAIL.
Pedagogy is the discipline that deals with the theory and practice of
teaching. The teacher has to deal with his or her teaching strategies,
actions and most importantly, the judgment and decisions by taking into
consideration theories of learning, understandings of students and their
needs as well as the backgrounds and interests of individual students.

P. Malliga Perumal is currently the
English Panel Head in SMK Dato’
Shahardin, Labu, Negeri Sembilan.
She is also one of the coaches in her
school as her school is one of the two
schools in Negeri sembilan chosen
for the “Transformation Programme Sekolah Transformasi. She has over
27 years of experience in ELT serving
in primary and secondary schools.
Her interest in ELT includes Teaching
Literature the small “l” and now very
actively involved in the 21st Century
Teaching and Learning. She is also
the coordinator for the 21st Century
Teaching and Learning Development
in her school.
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This includes how the teacher interacts with students, and the social and
intellectual environment the teachers seeks to establish. Students’ desire
to learn is closely connected to how teachers Care, Treat and Respect
the students they teach. Students respond positively when learning is
Meaningful, Personalised and Relevant. As educators, we know that our
students are not the same. Their level of maturity differs although they
belong to the same age group due to many contributing factors which will
NOT be used as an excuse to “neglect” or “reject” a child. Students do not
learn, remember or even perform in the same way. Knowing more about
your students: what type of learners they are, and the ways they prefer to
learn, will improve the students learning ability. As a teacher, one should
and must avoid the “one shoe fits all theory”.
First, consider a way to find out more about your students. Maybe a survey
tool provided as an example here can be used to start the ball rolling.
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Example of a Student Survey Tool.

STUDENT SURVEY
Complete the Sentences to Help the Teacher Know You Better
1

I speak in English to………………………..................…………………………

2

In class I Like English lesson when the teacher ……………………………….

3

I like English because ……....................................…………………………….

4

I don’t like English 4 because ..................………………………………………

5

My favourite activity in school is......................…………………………………

6

During my leisure/my free time, I like to…………………………………………

7

I am very comfortable speaking in ....................................................

The teacher can compile the data in a quick access format. This will help
the teacher to differentiate his or her lesson so that the students’ learning
preferences or interests are met.
Next, if learners are to take more responsibility for their own learning, then
they must know —WHAT they are going to learn, WHY they should learn it
in the first place and HOW they will recognise when they have succeeded.
Identifying what the students need to learn and sharing the objectives
with the students is ESSENTIAL. Hence, the teacher must write or use
any means to share the objective/s of the lesson to the students. One
most easy and quick way is to write the objective of the lesson in the
“OPEM” corner. An OPEM corner is a must in every classrooms – it is
the responsibility of the school authority to ensure that every classrooms,
labs or special rooms have the OPEM corner for teachers to write their
lesson objective for the day. It is very important to make sure the learning
objective is specific and it is a skill not an activity.

Likewise, Success Criteria will tell a student when they have achieved
success. They showed that learning and thinking strategies are required
for success. Remember, as a teacher it is very important to share the
lesson objective and success criteria with the students. The lesson
objective must be written and introduced using student friendly language
and the teacher must check the success with the students during and at
the end of the lesson.
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When students enter into a classroom, they want something more
challenging and exciting as they are exposed to multiple gadgets which
interest them the most these days. Thus, resorting to “chalk and talk”
method would not help. A teacher must have the power to engage and
empower them in their learning. In order, to achieve this, first the teacher
should assign roles so that every student feel they are important.
This does not only instill responsibility in the students, but allows active
participation which eventually increases class control and reduces
discipline cases in the class. Assigning roles to students and having a
strong start to a lesson captures the students’ interest before the actual
main activities begin. Just as much, a plenary activity conducted at the
end of the lesson after all key components have been taught will help
the teacher to wind up a lesson successfully and effectively. To be an
effective and resourceful teacher, consider writing your lesson plan using
the example given below:

THREE-PART LESSON STRUCTURE
STARTER/SET INDUCTION
MAIN ACTIVITY
PLENARY/CLOSURE
STARTER
Starter Activity to engage
students Sharing Learning
Objectives

Linking to prior knowledge Sharing
Success Criteria

MAIN ACTIVITIES
Main learning episodes

More than one activity

PLENARY
Students reflect on their
learning

Students set their next steps

The three-part lesson structure uses a starter activity to quickly engage
and motivate students. The main learning activities of the lesson should
be broken up into periods of teacher delivery and student application. The
plenary activity allows the teacher and the students to assess the learning
progress made during the lesson, celebrate, and consider the direction of
the following lesson.
Having done all the above, it is essential to plan a comprehensive lesson
to cater to the needs of students who come from different background
which clearly effects their leaning ability. Some students will find a lesson
to difficult to comprehend while others would find the lesson too easy and
a few will find it “just perfect”. Instead of having or conducting a lesson of
the same content to every students, find ways to scaffold or extend the
learning content so that students of different levels will be able to achieve
or move beyond the learning objectives. It is the social responsibility of
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every teacher to cater to the needs of their respective students instead
of “pointing fingers at the students weakness” or leaving the students to
swim against the waves without teaching them the skills.
Differentiating the content includes:
• Reduce content – reduce content for moderate and weak students
where as extend the content for more able students
• Simplify content – simple text for less able students and a more
challenging texts for better learners
• Accessible text – using same text for everyone but the less able
students the important ideas are highlighted in advance of the lesson
• Content to suit students interest – choose a text which matches the
students’ interest to encourage reading
• Multiple intelligence – teach the content in different ways to meet the
needs of students’ preferred learning style
• Global connections – bring the outside world into the classroom using
teaching tools
Apart from differentiating content, a teacher should also practice more
efficient and effective approach to deliver through differentiating the learning
process and also learning product. Efficiency in differentiating the content,
approach and practice seems to develop a holistic teaching technique
that emphasises all aspects including physical, emotional, spiritual and
intellectual abilities of students. Remember, DIFFERENTIATION is NOT A
STRATEGY, it is a WAY OF THINKING
To meet the needs of all students try – Gagne’s nine levels of learning:
• Gain students’ attention
• Share the learning objective
• Encourage recall of prior learning
• Explain content
• Provide guidance
• Allow student practice
• Offer feedback
• Assess performance
• Enhance retention and transfer
In short, it is indeed very crucial to have a well-structured lesson which will
have a positive impact on students’ achievement. If a teacher “ FAILS TO
PLAN, SHE PLANS TO FAIL”. Make Learning Fun and Meaningful, it will
BOOST ENGAGEMENT, BOOST LEARNING!
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BEST PRACTICES & STORIES
Aslam Khan Bin Samahs Khan
Executive Vice-Chairman,
ERICAN Education Group

Beyond
Borders: My
Indonesian
‘Affair’

MELTA has always lived up to its tagline, “Service To The Nation”, through
its conferences, seminars, colloquiums, workshops and numerous forms
of out-reach programmes in providing contextualised assistance to
upgrade the teaching and learning of English language, and in general,
English Language Education (ELE).
MELTA has also extended its reach beyond our shores to neighbouring
countries, especially in the ASEAN region when the need arises. As
true educationists, we share knowledge and expertise and contribute
without any form of prejudice. And I truly uphold and put into practice,
the philosophy that “education is about changing lives and making a
difference”. The country that is close to my heart is Indonesia.

Aslam Khan Bin Samahs Khan
is the Executive Vice Chairman
of ERICAN Education Group and
Vice-President I of MELTA. He was a
Senior Lecturer, Master Trainer and
Consultant in the English Studies
Department and Head, International
and Corporate Department at the
Institute of Teacher Education,
IPGKBA, Kuala Lumpur. He was the
Vice-Chair and Coordinator of the
Malaysian Technical Cooperation
programme for 15 years, a G2G
programme for the training of
educators from over 90 countries and
the Project Manager of the Malaysia
Australia Education Project for
Afghanistan (2008-2013). Aslam has
been invited as featured speaker at
various national and international ELT
conferences.
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It all started in 2009 when I was invited to conduct a two-day ELT
methodology workshop in Surabaya. Among the 150 participants from
the whole of east Java, two elderly teachers caught my attention as
they were past the retirement age. During tea-break, I managed to start
a conversation with them. Initially, it was not easy to get to know more
about their background as they were very reserved and full of humility.
To my surprise, I found out that they were seventy years old and had
travelled from faraway provinces to attend the workshops which they paid
on their own! I was at a loss for words as they have demonstrated their
passion, dedication and commitment towards self-development and lifelong learning. The younger participants too, showed a lot of enthusiasm
in seeking new knowledge and were willing to sacrifice their holidays
and money for the betterment of education. Their passion, hunger for
knowledge, humility, warm hospitality and cultural similarities between
our countries as well as their sincere appreciation are the very reasons
I became more involved in English language development in this region.

Since that significant encounter, I have been to Malang, Bandung,
Semarang, Jogjakarta, Surabaya, Siduarjo, Bali and other parts of Indonesia
for conferences, seminars, and workshops to share my knowledge and
teaching experience in English language education. The sharing sessions
have definitely ignited the flames of passion in teaching among educators
there, inspiring those who love what they do, to continuously make a
difference and to change the lives of others for the better!
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BEST PRACTICES & STORIES
Cynthia C. James
Kota Kinabalu District Education Office

Confession of I
a ‘Conference
Junkie’

was introduced to MELTA by my good friend, Jen Renita Mappah in
2013. She somehow managed to persuade me to present a paper at the
22nd MELTA International Conference in Johor Bahru. Since then, there
was no turning back. Although it was not my first conference experience,
I believe it was one that had made me ‘addicted’ to conferences. Among
my closest friends, I am now known as the ‘conference junkie.’
What I love the most about MELTA conferences is the ambience and the
energy. MELTA is one of the few conferences where ordinary teachers
like me can feel celebrated, empowered and most importantly, inspired. I
truly believe with all my heart that these are the things that many teachers
would want to look for in a professional development event.
Another thing that I notice about MELTA conferences is the emphasis
they put on highlighting teachers and their contributions. At any MELTA
conference, teachers are the stars. There was one particular conference
where I was given the opportunity to be a panel member for a forum,
chaired by the President himself, Professor Ganakumaran Subramaniam. I
was a panel member of a forum at MELTA. Me–an ordinary humble primary
school teacher was invited to be a panel member of a forum at MELTA.
I cannot remember if I ever had such opportunity offered to me in any
other conferences. MELTA does not just listen to teachers’ voices, it helps
amplify them. MELTA highlights the opinions of teachers and brings them
to the next level.

Cynthia C. James has worked
in primary school ELT for the past
12 years as a teacher, author and
English language officer. She has
won MELTA Basil Wijasuriya
Excellent Teacher Presentation
Award in 2013 (Gold) and in 2015
(Silver). She promotes her blog
called Beyond Chalk & Talk every
chance she gets.
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Other than getting inspired by others, MELTA conferences give teachers like
me the chance to inspire others through our sharing. I have been to many
conferences where presentations were done because they were required
– people told me they did it for some KPIs or to fulfil some requirements.
These conferences were great, but for teachers like me they tend to feel
intimidating. You have the feeling that in order to be a presenter at these
conferences, you need to have something ‘groundbreaking’ to share. You
need to have conducted at least a piece of good quality research. What if
I just want to share this simple activity that I have done in my classroom
in my small kampong school? Would anyone care? When I attended the
MELTA conference for the first time in 2013, I was elated to discover
that I was surrounded by many other participants and presenters who
were just like me. There were teachers–ordinary school teachers, each
wonderful and awesome in his or her own ways—at the conference. They
were not there to present a ‘groundbreaking’ research that could possibly
change the education policy of Malaysia. They were there to inspire, and
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be inspired by one another. We were there because we love our job, and
we wanted to explore ways to do it better.
Since my first MELTA conference at Johor Bahru in 2013, it has ceased
to be just a conference to me. I look forward to MELTA conferences each
and every year not just because I am eager to attend this event that has
helped so much in developing myself professionally as a teacher. Another
reason to look forward to it is because I know that at the conference I
will be meeting a lot of MELTA regulars who have become like a family to
me. MELTA has become that avenue where old friends can reunite and
new friendships created. It is just beautiful. At one gala night dinner at a
conference, I suddenly realised that I know almost everyone who were
sharing the table with me, and also everyone at the next table, and the
next, and the next. At least 25% of the people in the room were familiar
to me. MELTA regulars, I chuckled in my heart. It was a reunion of fellow
‘conference junkies’. How awesome is that?
A great teacher inspires. Everyone knows that. But how are you going
to inspire others if you yourself are not inspired? Everyone is aware that
teachers are often stressed, tired, and running on empty until the next
school holiday arrives. Trust me—nobody is going to be inspired by a
burned-out teacher. MELTA conferences give me the chance to rejuvenate.
I can give myself a break from the classroom for a few days, fill my brains
with new ideas and inspirations, and refresh my memory of all the things
that I may have already known and learned but have forgotten. In the end,
it’s all about getting myself in the best shape as a teacher so I can give the
best to my students.
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BEST PRACTICES & STORIES
Edna Edward Juan

The Humbled M
Teacher

y first experience of training students in drama happened when I was
posted to a rural school in Lahad Datu. Having been used to an urban
school setting, I ashamedly admit that I was one of those judgemental
teachers who was shocked to find out that most of the students struggled
with English. I lamented on how poor the students were in the language
and how their pronunciation did not sound like the ‘English’ language that
I was used to hearing.
By fate, I was asked by my colleague to write a script for the school’s drama
team. As I wrote the script, different quirky characters who enunciated
words elegantly came into mind. I imagined one of the characters, Mad
Hatter, to have flair and speak in a refined manner.
Unfortunately, during our first practice, my students didn’t sound as posh
as I imagined. On the contrary, they sounded very ‘local’. As if it wasn’t
unpleasant enough, they all acted in a way that was the total opposite
of what I imagined. At first I felt frustrated but a boy who acted as Mad
Hatter made me realise that it did not matter. As it turned out, he had
his own way of interpreting the character which resembled more closely
with his real-life personality. Instead of becoming the Mad Hatter with
finesse and polished diction, he managed to act and deliver his lines with
remarkable rawness and authenticity. That’s when I decided to view my
students’ acting with a more open mind. So what if they didn’t sound
‘English’ enough? What mattered was that they were bold enough to use
the language in front of strangers. Their commitment to learn the meaning
as well as pronunciation of every word astounded me. It wasn’t just the
actors who memorised the lines. The props members also learnt the lines
as understudies. Bit by bit, I started to appreciate how they worked hard
to grasp the language and seeing them excited to be able to speak better
English made me proud.

Edna Edward Juan is an English
teacher in a secondary school in
Sabah, Malaysia. She is extremely
passionate about literature and
visual arts and she will incorporate
these two elements as often as
possible in her English lessons.
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As I witnessed their performance, I eagerly thought, “Look here! These
are students from the rural part of the district. They don’t get to immerse
themselves in English because of limited resources. They had never won
first place in a drama competition because it’s always won by students
from an elite school. Don’t be blinded by their minimal props, simple
costumes or their ‘local accent’. They are here, boldly and confidently
using English to tell you a story. Look at them! Listen to them.”
I will never forget the students’ faces when they were announced as
the champion and our Mad Hatter’s confident walk when receiving his
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trophy as the Best Actor. Looking back on my experience, I now realise
that meaningful learning will not occur when teachers try to mould their
students according to their preconceived frame of mind and ideals. They
should just believe in their student’s potential, embrace their uniqueness
and find ways to unleash each individual’s talents.
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BEST PRACTICES & STORIES
Harathi Sarah Peters A/P A.C Peters

Serving with I
Love

t was back in July 2008 that I landed in Sandakan, Sabah. A small town
with very kind people and bountiful seafood. I was posted to an all-girls
school, S.K St Mary’s Convent. I was super nervous during my first day of
school and didn’t know what to expect. I could not understand anything
my students spoke to me, it felt so alien, so different. The students had
never had an Indian teacher and I felt like a movie star. Everyone hugged,
kissed my stomach, and would come close to smell me every day. Even
when I entered school and left for the day, I had children following me and
hugging me till I exited the school gate. I remember those moments of
feeling humbled and ecstatic with the attention I was getting. I was asked
to teach Year 1 and Year 3 and I had heard from fellow course mates in
other schools how tough Year 1 was. I also hadn’t experienced teaching
younger children and even during practical I was given Year 5 and Year 6
classes.
The first few months were tiring and teaching wasn’t like what college and
university set me up for. I was feeling lost and yet learning each step of
the way on how to understand and teach them. Many students in Year 1
did not know how to hold a pencil or write their name. They did not know
the alphabet and some had very poor motor skills. Some wouldn’t answer
to their names when you called them because they were called different
nicknames at home. It was a trying time at the beginning. I searched online
for ideas, had awesome colleagues that shared some suggestions and
techniques.
After several years of teaching, I was blessed with good teacher friends
from other schools who enjoyed discussing teaching methods and
techniques. I would join them during their peer teaching and learning
meets. I realised the importance of having a group of teacher friends to
share problems and solutions with. It became more fun as time went by
and I begin to understand how seven year olds learnt.

Harathi Sarah Peters A/P A.C
Peters is a Year 1 school teacher
in Sandakan, Sabah. When she is
not teaching she loves doing art,
playing with her two cats, spending
time in the outdoors with nature,
appreciating music and learning new
skills and information.
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Days turned to weeks, months and years and I am presently coming to my
tenth year in the same school teaching my beloved Year 1’s. Yes, I have
come to love Sabah as my home and now I understand and speak like a
Sabahan. I am still learning how to teach every step of the way. Songs,
rhymes, shared reading, acting, movement, games and laughter is what I
try to bring to the class on a day-to-day basis. I still feel children learn the
best through play and interaction. I always have students who go above
and beyond expectations and that I feel is the greatest gift for a teacher.
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Most importantly, I always feel a classroom should be centred on love. My
students come from low income families and very broken homes. Some
do not have clean water at home or enough food for the day. Many live
with aunts, grandparents, neighbours. Some of them rarely get hugs or
told that they are loved and are special. That’s the miracle of children, in
all of their hardships and emotional pain, they still can love. So I make sure
that I tell them I love them each day and that they are special. I always
spend time to listen to them, to their problems, to their exciting stories.
I have had colleagues call me a busy body and that I am not being a
‘proper’ teacher. As a teacher it is of key importance to listen to what a
child says because children want to be heard. I also allow students to hug
me as it builds positive student teacher relationship and it is important to
treat students with kindness, love, humanity and ease anxiety. I believe a
classroom full of love helps students learn better.
Teaching these seven year olds has been a fulfilling and wonderful
experience. I think as a teacher I can say that my students have taught
me much more than what I have taught them. Children always teach you
that possibilities are endless and no matter what, each day is a brand new
day full of hope. I believe those who teach, learn. Teaching is an endless
cycle of reflecting and educating one self and most importantly loving your
students.
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BEST PRACTICES & STORIES
Jacinta Karen Juin

Funny Bones S

tudents tend to say the funniest things. I remember a lot of funny
stories about my students’ attempts at using English.

Back in 2010, when I was teaching in a rural secondary school, I taught
a Form 2 class which consisted of students with average level of English
proficiency. One day, during a literature lesson, I told them that I would
need the class to prepare a simple group essay on Robinson Crusoe. To
score some extra marks, they could type it using Microsoft Word. I was
surprised when I saw confused faces upon hearing the word Microsoft
Word.
A girl asked, “Teacher, itu Microsoft Word bah…bukan benda yang kita
guna di makmal sainskah tu?” Translated loosely, the student asked me
whether the software was a lab item. I was perplexed by the student’s
question, trying to see the connection between Microsoft Word and any lab
paraphernalia. I asked her again, in an effort to understand her question.
She replied, “Yang bikin tengok kuman bah, teacher. Mikroskop word.”
I glanced quickly around the class and saw several students nodded in
agreement with her. I tried to stifle my laughter, but alas, I was defeated.
I laughed and laughed! When I finally stopped, I explained to them that
Word is a computer software used when typing a document while the
microscope was indeed, a lab item to help them see bacteria. While
the female student who asked the question went sheepishly red at the
face, together with the others, we laughed. The students gained a new
vocabulary and I, a happy memory.
Another incident in the same class was when we were doing a descriptive
essay. If I was not mistaken, the essay required the students to write about
themselves. After the brainstorming session, the students began writing.
Moments later, I heard two students, a boy and a girl, arguing about
something. I went to their desks and asked what they were bickering
about. The boy asked,” Teacher, Muslims sembayang di moskiu tu, kan?”
(Muslims pray at mosque, right – this was what I thought he meant).
Jacinta Karen Juin is a secondary
school teacher, currently teaching
English in Keningau. She believes
that laughter and comedy are
classroom necessities, just like
marker pens and lesson plans.
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I replied yes, corrected his pronunciation of mosque and then triumphantly,
the boy said to the girl he was arguing with “I told you so” in Sabahan
Malay. The girl was clearly dissatisfied, and she reported to me, “Teacher,
dia bilang dia sembayang di moskiutu, bukan nyamukkah tu?” (Teacher,
he said he prays at moskiutu, didn’t he mean, mosquito?). I turned and
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asked the boy if that was what he meant. He shyly nodded. Then, the
whole class roared with laughter.
As teachers, I think we should be open to laughing together with our
learners and gain assurance that through humour, our learners would be
able to remember the difference between an Aborigine and an aubergine,
or perhaps how to pronounce words like foundation and concealer. Not
only they will improve their English, I’m sure it will create stronger bonds
between us and the students. After all, a class that laughs together, stays
together!

Coming Next

27th MELTA International Conference
August 2018
For further information and updates, visit us at:
http://www.meltaorg.my/
MELTA_Malaysia
https://www.facebook.com/meltamalaysia/
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BEST PRACTICES & STORIES
Saiful Islam bin Ahmad Sukri

May Music
Keep Us
Together

Teaching English at boarding school has been my dream since I took up
the Teaching English as a Second Language (TESL) course circa 2005. On
16 January 2012, I officially started teaching English at a boarding school
in the East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia. Little did I know that I would
face a multitude of challenges that laid ahead of me. Like other English
teachers at daily schools, I did experience heartache and pain in imparting
the knowledge of English to my very own students but eventually, those
were actually the opportunities for me to be as the best English teacher
as I could. Over the course of four years, I have been experimenting a
myriad of teaching approaches with the hope of instilling love for English
in my students. Some were successful and some were to no avail. In
conjunction with the publication of MELTA Annual 2017, I feel compelled
to share with the readers an intriguing teaching technique that has left a
profound impact on me and my students.
The idea of trying out something different came about when I was
assigned to teach them in the afternoon. Every time I entered the class,
the students seldom took my teaching very seriously. Some did out of
fear. I was at times tired of straining my voice with the intention of drawing
their attention. I never blamed them for I had been in their shoes before. It
was impossible for them to concentrate on the English lesson particularly
when their minds were somewhere else; visualising food and drinks to be
gobbled up after going through a long schooling session as early as 7.00
a.m. Drilling of grammatical items, reading comprehension had invariably
left them uninterested in English. They suffered and I suffered even more. I
talked to myself that I should not recourse to the archaic teaching methods
and needed to put this maladay to a stop.

Saiful Islam bin Ahmad Sukri
earned his bachelor’s degree in
Teaching English as a Second
Language (TESL) from The National
University of Malaysia (UKM) in
2011. Having been awarded with
the Hadiah Latihan Persekutuan
(HLP) scholarship in 2016, he is
currently pursuing his master’s
degree in TESL at UKM. In addition
to his burgeoning interest in second
language teaching approaches,
he is also keen on building English
teachers’ professional development.
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Putting “dance with me, make me sway” into action.
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Dancing to “Hold me close,
sway me more”.

Giving a signal for the other
group to start their dance.
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I came up with the idea of utilizing the chacha
version of “Sway” by Michael Buble to rejuvenate
their spirits to learn English. Being a musically
inclined person, I have always believed that music
can make a huge difference in many aspects of
our lives. One of them is the potential. potential
to redesign the teaching and learning of English.
In lieu of getting the students to fill in the blanks
with the missing words while listening to the song
being played, I went one step ahead. It was a
risky move but at the time I had a strong faith that
they would enjoy as much as I enjoyed planning
the activity. I could see their jaws drop when they were asked to have
a battle of the dance in accompaniment of “Sway”. They would have
never thought at the age of 16, they needed to do something beyond their
wildest imagination. Being as supportive as I could, I told them that they
had to put their ego aside and relish every single moment of the activity
that they might possibly could not get anywhere else.
Of course, there were some awkward moments
when they got into the group, brainstorming the
ideas to do movements captured in the lyrics of
the song. I gave each group freedom to interpret
the assigned lyrics so long as they could bring
the message alive. I could see them looking up
the meaning of an unfamiliar word in a dictionary
and approaching me for confirmation. I could also
sense their raging enthusiasm in figuring out the
best way to coordinate their dancing movement.
Presenting them with this task also enabled me to
see different sides of my students. I myself did not
expect that a group of passive students were very much absorbed in their
discussion and most importantly, my eyes caught sight of serene smiles
plastered on their face; the view that I had not seen since I first stepped
into their class. Even before the battle of the dance started, I had felt
accomplished. Deep in my heart, I felt grateful to God that I would not
want to exchange that momentous moment with anything.
The merriment exuded in the battle of the dance was beyond words. It
was my very first time to see my students feeling thrilled to bits, engaging
themselves with the activity enjoyably as shown in figure 1, 2 and 3. A few
students requested a few more minutes for them to practise their dance
to unrivalled perfection. But many of them noticeably could not contain
the excitement as they got me to play the song even after the activity had
ended. Their spontaneous responses might lie in the nature of the activity
itself in which it provided room for the students to express themselves
without fear and the melody of the song that germinated the seeds of love
for English in their hearts. Having carried out this activity, it taught me that
music has always been among the best means of enticing students to the
beauty of English! Dear teachers, give yourselves a go and rest assured
you will be ENTHRALLED!
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BEST PRACTICES & STORIES
Stefanie K. Nirmal

Storytelling I
in the
Classroom

love stories. Good stories. I love storytelling in all forms- hearing them,
watching them, reading them, especially reading them. I enjoy studying the
mechanics of a story, breaking down and putting the parts back together,
thinking about how and why it moves me, studying the characters and
assigning them to the real people I know in life, discovering the underlying
themes and connecting them to history, psychology, sociology etc. Stories
help give form to the unexpressed truth within me and also challenge me
to go beyond the confines of my mind especially when I read or hear about
a world so different from my day-to-day life or when trying to analyse the
inner workings of a psychotic villain so unlike my character.
I am a primary school English teacher, entering my ninth year of teaching.
I have taught English to all age groups except for Year One. It is no secret
then that my favourite way of teaching English is through stories.
Despite my love for stories, it took me years to fully incorporate storytelling
and shared reading into my lessons. That was because I was convinced
that I was not a good enough storyteller and will never do enough justice to
the story because of my inherently introverted nature. The Native Speaker
programme changed all that, I was put under a mentor and I learned a
number of storytelling techniques and also discovered, to my relief that I
do not need to be a fired up extrovert to be able to teach and tell a story
well.
I became more confident in including storybooks in class, and conducting
all kinds of related multi-sensory activities. Before this, I stuck to what was
safe and ‘appropriate’, only teaching to the test and the textbook, never
thinking much about the perspective of the children I am teaching, how
relevant the lesson is to them, their proficiency levels, etc.

Stefanie K Nirmal is a teacher at
SK Karamunting, Sandakan. She
has been teaching English for 8
years. She is currently teaching
Year 6 students. She enjoys
reading and keeping up with the
latest trends and ideas in language
teaching, particularly in the area of
reading skills, learner’s cognition
and teachers’ professsional
development.
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I had quite a number of memorable lessons with storybooks, but there was
one that really stood out. I did a shared reading session on the story of
the Five Little Ducks with the children, a story that I thought was cute and
catchy. One of the elements of shared reading is to ask a lot of predicting
questions as the story goes along, what they think will happen next. This
one particular class reacted very emotionally. They debated ferociously
whether the little ducks will return to their mother, with one child stating
the mother did not deserve to have her ducklings back because she
did a bad job taking care of them and kept losing them. Another boy
then vehemently disagreed, stating the little ducks were to blame for not
heeding their mother’s call. The emotions in the room ran so high I had to
calm them down. I called for a vote to whether they think the mother will
get her little ducklings back, or not, the class was split into two. There was
a collective holding of breath before I revealed the last page of the book.
And when they saw the ending, all of them clapped in utter relief.
So much for thinking the story is merely cute and catchy. Here I thought I
was the story-expert, but no, I never saw that coming. Upon reflection, I
realized how universal the theme is actually within the story, the separation
of mother and child, and no wonder the children got emotional, with such
strong convictions of their own.
In a different class, the discussion was not as polarised, but when Mother
Duck lost all of her ducklings, this one little boy shed tears. He felt the loss
of the ducklings, and was empathising deeply with the character. I was
amazed by his level of emotional maturity, and again I never thought the
children could relate so deeply to the story.
Responses like that made me all the more resolute to use stories in the
classroom. It has also made me more sensitive to the perception of the
learners I teach; I view them quite differently
since those sessions. The word ‘studentcentred’ gets thrown around a lot these days,
and before those sessions I took it to mean
literally, which is any kind of activities that
centre on the learners and keep the learners
busy. Those sessions however made me look
at the term ‘student-centred’ more deeply and
consciously, in which I try to look at things
from their perception, I take their opinions
more seriously, and I try to understand things
from their level. Their opinions and perception
may be malleable and not fully formed and
limited due to their inadequate experience and
exposure, but that doesn’t mean we should
just dismiss them because after all they are a
big part of the classroom life.
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BEST PRACTICES & STORIES
Kang Fairuz
SK. Pengaraan, Nabawan, Sabah

A Rural 2
Educator’s
Experience

011, 10 February marks the day I stepped foot into this noble
undertaking. Yet I thought I had it coming. How wrong I could have
been. It’s still reminiscence, clear as daylight, the day I climbed above
that green, heavily modified, Toyota Land Cruiser, loading my backpack,
with my thoughts fixated on the journey ahead. It would take five hours
to reach SK. Pengaraan, the first school I have been posted to, and I had
a book, so no fuss. Then after the first hour, I could hardly keep the book
in my hands. The vehicle bounced around like wheels on a trampoline,
myself clinging desperately to the handle bar, hoping not to bump into
the side windows. It wasn’t the pain that I was afraid of, but rather the
prospect of an embarrassing first impression that I was going to leave. It
really did take five agonising hours, till the sunset greeted us with the sight
of the hostel building, where we stopped. There wasn’t much light, just
candles lighting gloomily the hostel kitchen where we gathered for dinner.

Kang Fairuz is a teacher who
believes that every child is a “mine
rich in gems of inestimable value”,
and only through education that
these gems may be polished
and be of benefit to others. He is
currently serving in an interior school
in Nabawan, Sabah. Trained as a
Science teacher, he loves innovation
and passionate about inspiring a
problem solving community among
his pupils.’
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Much has changed since
that experience. The hybrid
solar electrical system was
officiated in 2012 providing
the school with 24-hour
electricity. The road to the
school has seen its worst
and best times, but it isn’t
the same as 2011 anymore.
Teachers have moved and
new ones replaced them.
Much has improved since I
first stepped foot here, though one thing still seems to be oblivious of
change; the pupils’ lives. Year in, year out, they attend school, unaware
of the future that awaits them, without certainty nor vision, they passed
each day contented with what they have. I was assigned to teach Year 6
English and Science that very first day I reported to the school. Elsewhere
it would be a daunting task, but here the expectations are not high. Being
trained as a Science teacher, I wasn’t equipped with the know-hows to
teach English. My first assumption was that since the pupils’ proficiency
level was close to nil, I would begin at the basics. Yet after many years
later, I wasn’t proud of what I’d achieved with my pupils and I couldn’t
fathom what went wrong.
The school itself is geographically isolated. Pupils are relatively behind
in terms of exposure to electronic media, technology and life “out there”
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in the cities and towns. Things are rather simple here –
they work hard and have honest feelings. The people are
down to earth, literally, and are very willing to help. This
close relationship and support are the plus in a village
environment. However, the underlying issue experienced
here is the lack of a meaningful connection between their
learning and their lives. Students here passively go through
schooling, without so much as a blurry vision of their future.
They see themselves as passive containers dependant on
the teachers to fill them with knowledge. They are reluctant
to think and expressing thought is limited due to their
language differences with the language used in the school.
The parents and local community have thus developed
throughout the years consolidating such dependency. They are contented
with life and the drive to change their current circumstances is scarce.
Pupils aren’t inspired to learn, but they are excited in various things
outside the classroom. Thus they do not relate their learning to their lives.
2017, I said to myself, is the year I will do it differently. The vision planted
during a conversation with a professor in a local university grew larger
each day as I experimented, researched, read, discussed, collaborated,
shared, and debated on ideas and perspectives. Throughout 6 years of
experience, I’ve noticed the love of pupils to experiment and make things
with natural resources around them. They certainly are resourceful people,
as they make do with what they have. Introducing technology to them was
another exciting prospect. They just love anything to do with technology
and computers. I am currently learning to inspire students and the local
community to look at the mirror when seeking change. I’ve started a
Maker Lab in the school computer room and in the process of filling it
with materials and tools for pupils freely experiment and build their own
projects. I am also at the learning, researching and implementation stage
of a Problem/Project Based Learning classroom. The vision is to create an
environment of thinking and innovation that encourages pupils to develop
projects which can bring about changes to their lives in the village. They
would then be able to work with the local community and relevant parties
to inspire change through their innovation and ideas.
The risk of walking into the unknown, to work with various parties, to
venture into unmarked territories, to develop a solution for an unplanned
problem is unquantifiable on the outset. I’m positive that we will face
many uncertainties and scepticism throughout the undertaking. But
with a concrete theoretical understanding and a platform for sharing
and developing ideas, I’m sure these risks would be but
stepping stones towards to overall vision.
Perfection is not a destination, rather it’s a journey. As
educators, I believe being perfect is to have that ceaseless
drive to advance ourselves and our pupils; the intellectual
courage to challenge norms and think critically; humility to
admit our deficiencies and constantly seek ways to refine
ourselves for a noble purpose. I believe that teaching and
learning aren’t a dichotomy, because when I teach, I learn,
and when I learn, I teach.
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MELTA CHANGES LIVES
Shubashini Suppiah

An Affair to M
Remember

y “affair” with MELTA only began in 2016. While I have heard of this
organisation I had never really been involved in it in any way until 2016.
I started on my doctorate journey in 2015 and was looking for avenues or
rather platforms to present academic papers related to my area of study.
I attended my first MELTA conference in 2016 in the quiet and peaceful
city of Ipoh. I think what struck me most about this conference was the
way it was so systematically and tastefully organised,one of the most well
organised conference I have attended in fact. I attended the MIRCELE
research conference also organised by MELTA later that year. Once again
I was taken by how well it was organised. I really enjoyed the research
conference and learnt so much from it.
My direct involvement with MELTA offically also began in 2016 when I was
approached by a group of young, talented vibrant and forward-thinking
English Language teachers who were determined to start the MELTA Kota
Kinabalu Chapter and wanted me to be a part of it. I agreed of course and
the rest as they say is history. We organised the first MELTA Kota Kinabalu
Chapter Symposium for English language teachers in Sabah in 2016 and
it was a huge success. Thinking about it now, it was a miracle how only
the seven of us could pull of a feat of that magnitude. We have now taken
up the daunting challenge of getting MELTA to organise its international
conference here in Kota Kinabalu this year and work is underway.

Shubashini Suppiah was a teacher
educator at the Institute of Teacher
Education Kent in Sabah. She is
currently pursuing her postgraduate
studies at Universiti Malaysia Sabah.
She has been a teacher educator
for 18 years and her educational
philosophy is founded in the belief
that learning is dynamic and
constantly evolving. Shubashini
won the Bronze Award in the Ph.D
category during the 6th MIRCELE
2016.
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I suppose if I were to explain
what MELTA means to me,
it would be its commitment
and dedication in supporting
English language teaching
and
its
teachers
in
Malaysia. Be it through the
conferences organised, the
book donation drives or the
competitions held, its main
mission is always geared
towards the betterment of
the English language and
providing ample support and opportunities for English language teachers
in Malaysia to continue improving themselves. I do hope I can continue
serving under the MELTA organisation for a long time to come as giving
back to the community is a big part of what I really want to do. KUDOS
MELTA!!!
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MELTA CHANGES LIVES
Warid Mihat

Keeps You I
Abreast with
the Latest
Trends in
Language
Teaching

have been teaching for
the last seven years in
Kelantan and within this
span of time, I have worked
with two groups of students:
the first four and half years
with indigenous community
in Gua Musang, Kelantan
and the remaining two and
half years with the urban
Kota Bharu students. To
be honest, despite coming
from a family of educators,
I never dreamt of becoming a teacher. When I filled in the UPU form on
my birthday which is also a day before Teacher’s Day, I told myself that
maybe I was destined to be a teacher. Today, I am proud to say that being
a teacher has been one of the best decisions I have made.
The best part that kept me in the teaching profesion is when I observed my
students’ development. It gives me the positive vibes whenever I realize
that my students can perform something that they have never achieved
before. I remembered teaching a song to my indigenous students in
Gua Musang and the song became hit among students of other classes
the next day. The satisfaction I had at that time, upon hearing students
singing the song as they were playing on the field and walking back to
their village, is beyond the cloud nine.

Warid Mihat is the head of English
language panel at the SK Kubang
Kerian 3, a high performing school.
He did his Bachelor Degree in
TESL at University of Exeter and
completed his Master’s degree
in TESOL at the University of
Nottingham Malaysia Campus. He
is now pursuing his doctoral degree
in English Studies at the National
University of Malaysia. Warid is the
winner of the MELTA Malachi Edwin
Creative Teacher Showcase Silver
Award in 2016.
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There were times, when I feel let down, especially when my students do not
perform up to my expectation. Then, I began to question myself whether
I have given them my best. I took this as an opportunity to improve my
teaching. As the saying goes, “The only way to go is UP, when you hit rock
bottom!”
Originally, it was my students’ idea. I caught them making VINE and
uploading them on their Instagram. When I clicked and viewed their work,
I realised that they were willing to do anything in order to perform. So, I
told myself “maybe I can adapt this activity into language instructions”.
That was when I had to negotiate with my headmistress and planned
carefully with my panel head on how to carry out the activity. And voila! The
students performed. It was entertaining to hear my Kelantanese students
trying to speak in with a British or American accent. We also did the same

8/16/17 11:34 PM

90

MELTA Annual 2017

activity with students from Princess Elizabeth Primary School, Singapore.
The response was positive and our Singapore students learned a new
dialect that day.
Profesional development starts within ourselves. In order to create a
profesional community of educators in Malaysia, one has to starts with
oneself first. The internal aspects are very important, I believe, because
they act as the glue that will strongly hold the external aspects. Holding to
this belief dearly, I decided, to take part in the competition, not to seek the
award, but rather to identify areas that require my attention so that I can
continuously grow for the sake of our nation. So if all teachers in Malaysia
play a similar role, we can all learn new things from each other and
subsequently, create a profesional community as stated in the Malaysian
Education Blueprint.
The competition taught me to
be more calm and compose
as I answer questions from
visitors at the booth. It also
taught me to use simple
English in showing the
visitors how to go about the
activity.
MELTA conference is not
merely a gathering of
profesional people, it is more
like a big family gathering
during
festive
season.
Having participated in MELTA
conference four years ago, there has never been a single event without
me learning new things. With such a huge crowd, you get to share your
ideas, receive suggestions and learn new tricks. There is a plethora of
new things and experience to learn here; from instructional designing,
communication skills, and even how to conduct good research. A part
from that, MELTA also brings me to different parts of Malaysia. Last year
,we had the conference in Perak and this year in Kota Kinabalu; and this
is my first time setting foot in Sabah.
MELTA also offers profesional networking through its SIG (Special Interest
Group). The one that I am in, is TEDBET, an SIG for beginning English
language teachers. For me this is a good platform to keep abreast with
latest trend in language teaching. We had the opportunity to self-organize
programmes for our community such as CHILD and BeEP. Such an
opportunity is quite rare because not many NGOs or even government
programmes will give such autonomy to beginning teachers. So, yes!
There is no doubt that MELTA has contributed a lot to my personal and
professional growth.
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MELTA CHANGES LIVES
Jen Renita Binti Mappah

A Special I
Journey with
MELTA

t was my first precious experience when I participated in the three-day
conference conducted by MELTA on 11-13th of June, 2009 at Puteri
Pacific Hotel Johor Bahru, Johor. Two weeks before, I read a letter from
the Ministry of Education inviting any interested English teacher to join the
conference as a participant or presenter. I was eager to participate as I
believed this was going to be the best exposure for me as a new English
teacher. In addition, I knew the conference would enable me to gain more
knowledge on how to become a better teacher.
So, I contacted the District English Language Officer to tell them about my
passion and willingness to join it and let them know that I would love to
participate as a presenter for the MELTA Malachi Edwin Creative Teacher
Showcase. The truth was I did not have any clue whatsoever about the
showcase. I just felt that I had something interesting to share, which
was my ideas on how to teach the young learners to construct simple
sentences in English.
And there was my “Goldfish in Aqua Rules (GFAR)” formula to be
showcased in the conference. I drove my car and brought all the stuff
and the board of GFAR to Johor Bahru from Pontian. I was teaching
primary school children in Pontian since 2006 and I was really interested
in improving my teaching method through Classroom Action Research
(CAR). I knew that CAR would enhance my ability to reflect effectively and
put theory into practice.

Jen Renita Binti Mappah is a
primary school English teacher in
Tawau, Sabah who is interested
in doing Classroom Action
Research. She was awarded the
Gold Commendation for MELTA
Creative Teacher Showcase in 2009,
the Innovative Award in 2009 &
2010 from Pontian, Johor District
Education Department, and Gold for
the MELTA Basil Wijasuriya Excellent
Teacher Presentation Award in
2016. She currently holds the
position of an Excellent Teacher.
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The best thing that happened to me since I joined MELTA was the ability
to maintain my professional development. Besides, it really helped a lot
in improving my skills, knowledge by gaining more experiences from the
experts. That 18th MELTA International Conference was my greatest
professional achievement because I was awarded the Gold Commendation
for the MELTA Malachi Edwin Creative Teacher Showcase. I won some
books and money that I used to register myself as a Life Member of MELTA.
Since then, I was actively involved with MELTA International Conference in
paper presentation and more showcases. To this day, I am deeply in love
with MELTA conferences because I can feel that it is a good platform for me
to enhance my CPD through CAR. Besides, attending MELTA conference
is just like killing two birds with one stone. I get to visit different places
while gaining new knowledge and experience as an English teacher.
After almost eight years being with MELTA, I was once again awarded the
Basil Wijasuriya Gold Award for an outstanding best teacher presentation.
Once again, I was totally speechless and at the same time felt so grateful for
the recognition. It really boosted my self-confidence to the highest level. It
also made me realise that, if you share your knowledge with unconditional
love and utmost sincerity, God will always guide you in everything that you
do. Alhamdulillah, thank you MELTA!
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MELTA CHANGES LIVES
Seetal Kaur d/o Manjit Singh

Ideal W
Platform for
Professional
Development

hen I was in the upper form back in secondary school, I received
many positive feedbacks and compliments from teachers and friends
every single time I had to present a topic, be it in front of the classroom,
or in public. I have always been told by them that I would make a great
teacher or a public speaker. However, I took those comments very lightly,
despite the fact that I actually enjoyed doing presentation and tutoring my
friends as much as I enjoyed receiving the compliments from them.
When I finished my Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia examination, I had a long selfreflection session, thinking of what I actually wanted to do in life, trying
to picture myself in the next 10 or 20 years. That is when I realised that
I wanted to be a teacher! I realised that being a teacher will give me the
opportunity to not only do what I love doing, but also give me the chance
to shape the new generation, mould students into future professionals and
leaders of the country. During my self-reflection, I realised how much my
teachers have influenced my life and made me a better person, despite not
getting the same appreciation status as the other higher end professions.
Aristotle rightly said, “Those who educate the children are more to be
honoured than they who produce them; for these only gave them life,
those the art of living well.” And yes, that was exactly what I wanted to be,
A TEACHER!
Malaysian English Language Teaching Association (MELTA)… Well, I only
became familiar with MELTA in 2013. During my final year in IPBA, my
lecturers were looking for volunteers for the 22nd MELTA conference
in Johor Bahru. Without hesitating, I agreed to do so as I have always

Seetal Kaur d/o Manjit Singh
is an English teacher in SMK
Air Kuning, currently serving her
fourth year of service. In 2013,
she graduated with a Bachelor of
Education (Honours First Class)
in Teaching English as a Second
Language (TESL) from the Christ
Church University Canterbury,
England, a twinning programme with
Institut Pendidikan Guru Kampus
Bahasa – Bahasa Antarabangsa
(IPBA). Seetal won the Silver prize
for MELTA Basil Wijasuriya Excellent
Teacher Presentation Award in
2016.
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been passionate about voluntary services, not knowing that the whole
experience was going to open a new door to a great treasure of knowledge
for me. Teachers who presented in MELTA showed great determination and
passion for what they do, shared ideas, methods and teaching procedures,
all for one simple reason, to produce better students. There was a lot of
valuable knowledge being shared everywhere during that 3 days and not
even one presentation failed to impress me. That was when I told myself
that I will come back to MELTA soon, and when I do, I will be back as
a presenter, to share my own knowledge, to spread the knowledge, as
passionate as I can ever be, so that I can inspire other students, other
participants, and other teachers the same way I was inspired.
April 2014, I was sent to SMK Air Kuning. Excitedly, equipped with many
ideas under my sleeve, I started my teaching career. That is when I
realised that teaching is very challenging. It was not an easy task imparting
knowledge to my students, and even more difficult was to make sure that
everyone understood what I was trying to teach. There were moments
where I felt disappointed with myself and questioned my teaching
methods. It was then I decided to seek ways to improve and change my
style of teaching. As Mahatma Ghandi once said, “Be the change you
wish to see”, I started carrying out research on the root of the problem
and that was when the yesteryear knowledge of attending conferences
came in handy.
One of the changes I started taking interest in was to revolutionize my
literature lessons, to make it more interesting for my students so that
they enjoy learning Literature. My teaching methods were proven to work
as I could see a vast improvement in my students. My lesson was also
chosen to be filmed into the e-guru portal under the Ministry of Education.
I started receiving positive feedbacks from colleagues and other teachers
who watched the video and it was then I told myself, I have to share this
in MELTA! Never have I imagined that I would receive an award for an
outstanding presentation at a national level. This brought back the same
feeling I had back in school as a student when I was congratulated by
teachers and friends for my outstanding presentation. I felt proud of myself
knowing I have succeeded in achieving my dreams. I will not stop at this
point and will continue to look for new methods
to improve myself and share the knowledge in
every future MELTA conferences.
I truly believe that MELTA is a platform where
teachers not only get to share ideas and learn
more, but develop themselves professionally. By
attending the conference, I was able to pick up
many new ideas on teaching and at the same
time re-evaluate my own teaching. Apart from
that, I was able to meet many professionals from
the teaching field. MELTA indeed helped me to
become a better practitioner. I believe MELTA
is a great stage for teachers to gain invaluable
knowledge and therefore, should highly be
promoted to all teachers in our country.
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MELTA CHANGES LIVES
P. Malliga Perumal

Nurturing I
Teachers,
Inspiring
Learners

was first introduced to MELTA
by none other than our President
Professor Dr Ganasubramaniam.
He first invited me to attend the
conference in 2012 as I was his
post-graduate student in 2006,
and since then, we have become
family friends as our boys were also
classmates. In 2013, I accompanied
my husband to Terengganu
when MELTA awarded him the
scholarship to attend the Amazing
Minds Conference in Cambridge
University, U.K.
This is when I became fascinated with MELTA’s Melt-A-Heart programme,
a CSR Initiative, and asked if I could contribute. I started as a volunteer in
the MELTA programmes from 2013 and was absorbed into the organising
Committee of MELTA Conferences. I really love being part of the MELTA
family. The working culture is so different from any other organization.
Everyone is treated as a family member and the confidence and kindness
extended to any newcomers were simply amazing and something
to cherish. As a member of the organising committee, it was also an
obligation to present a paper at the conference. Frankly, when I heard this,
I not only had cold feet but impromptu migraine. For a moment, I had my
reservations being in the organising committee, only to realise later, that it
was the turning point for me!

P. Malliga Perumal is the English
panel head of SMK Dato’ Shahardin,
Labu, Negeri Sembilan. She has
more than 29 years of experience
in ELT, having served in primary and
secondary schools. Her interest in
ELT includes Teaching Literature
the small “i” and is now very
actively involved in the 21st Century
Teaching and Learning. Malliga
is the Bronze prize winner for the
MELTA Basil Wijasuriya Excellent
Teacher Presentation Award in
2016.
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The continuous support and encouragement from the “down-to-earth”
committee members— 90 per cent of them are Ph.D holders —was really
an eye opener to me. They gave me the confidence to present and at the
same time, being in the room with them when I was presenting, was a
nerve-wrecking experience. I wished then that the floor would open up
and swallow me whole. Their intentions as always are truly genuine–to
support and to give me confidence.
The response from the participants were also very encouraging. After
my presentation, the committee members gave me positive and kind
feedbacks. I was really shocked later, when Dr Basil (Advisor and first
President of MELTA) told me, I was judged for the Basil Wijasuriya Excellent
Teacher Presentation Award as I was an in-service teacher. When the
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results were announced, my heart jumped a beat when I won the Silver
Award. I could not believe my ears. That was it, I told myself “after this,
you must not stop and continue to contribute more to the profession”. I
presented again in 2016 and won the Bronze Award. This goes to show
MELTA has been producing more dynamic academic practitioners.
Winning the Gold, Silver or the Bronze award was truly a pleasant surprise
and experience but more importantly, MELTA has moulded me to be a
more willing and confident presenter. Through MELTA, I have learned
valuable skills not only in presenting papers but also in managing events
professionally. I have also gained the inner strength to move forward in
this noble profession.
I would also like to thank my mentor, Tam Lye Suan (Director of Publication)
who believed in me and gave me the confidence to write. Initially, I was
rather clueless about what was involved in writing an article, more so for
an internationally renowned organisation. Believe it or not, it took me one
whole month to complete an article. My first article entitled, “The Changes
You Desire, the Effects You Admire – 21st Century Teaching & Learning”
was published in the MELTA Annual 2015.
Since then, I have been sharing my teaching experiences and ideas
through my articles in the MELTA Annual and I became a regular presenter
at the MELTA conferences as well as contributed a few papers on 21st
Teaching and Learning Strategies at district and state levels. I am deeply
indebted to MELTA for recognising my potential and inner strength and for
lifting me to greater heights in the teaching profession.
My journey with MELTA has thus far been amazing—professionally and
personally. Looking back, I would have otherwise been a complacent
teacher, thinking that teaching is all about classrooms and students.
MELTA has enabled me to meet wonderful people of different levels in
the teaching fraternity and foster meaningful friendships with them. Being
a part of MELTA has certainly helped me and other teachers to become
better ELT practitioners through all the sharing sessions. It is indeed a
great honour to be a part of the MELTA FAMILY!
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CALL FOR ARTICLES

INTRODUCTION
MELTA, through its publications (including the MELTA Annual) aims to support its mission in
establishing an ELT community that targets sustainable professional development and excellence in
ELT in the country and internationally.
In the interest of creating shared knowledge and shared practice, we invite members and ELT
professionals to contribute articles and delightful stories related to ELT practices, teaching experiences
and activities in their respective states, schools, teaching colleges and institutions of higher learning.
These may also include the activities of national or regional ELT organisations.
Sections on 'ELT Best Practices and Stories' and 'How MELTA Changes Lives' have been created in the
MELTA Annual for this purpose. Do make time to write. After all, you may have a story to tell.
WRITING CONSIDERATIONS
When writing the article or story, please consider the following:
1
Target audience:
practitioners
professionals.
knowledge,
expertise,ELT
experiences
andand
delightful
stories among ELT practitioners and professionals,
2
The written
should not
1,000
wordsMelta
and typed
withLives'
1.5 line
spacing.
sections
on 'ELTarticle
Best Practices
andexceed
Stories'
and 'How
Changes
have
been created in the
3
Digital
photographs,
approximately
3-4
photos
of
300
dpi
resolution.
MELTA Annual.
4 The preferred font is Times Roman or Palatino.
5 Tables and figures should be numbered and labelled with a brief description. This should be placed
above the table or figure.
6 Tables and figures should be placed in the text.
7 Use British spelling conventions (unless making a linguistic point), in particular using -ise and -isation,
judgement, biased, colour, centre, etc.
8 Please include your biodata.
9 The deadline for submission of articles is 30 March 2018.
COPYRIGHT
Authors are required to declare their work as original and that it has not been previously published in
other publications, be it in printed or electronic form.
DISCLAIMER
Neither the editors nor the publisher accept responsibility for the views of authors expressed in their
contributions.
MALAYSIAN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING ASSOCIATION (PERSATUAN PENGAJARAN BAHASA INGGERIS MALAYSIA)
G-11-2, Putra Walk, Jalan PP25, Taman Pinggiran Putra, Bandar Putra Permai, 43300 Seri Kembangan, Selangor, Malaysia
Tel: 03-89453137 / 017 604 7490
Email: admin@melta.org.my
Website: www.melta.org.my
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Study at Britain’s global
university in Malaysia
The University of Nottingham Malaysia Campus offers a world-class UK
education at a global top 84 university.
*QS World University Rankings 2017/18

We provide a broad range of
internationally recognised foundation,
undergraduate and postgraduate courses
and research opportunities.

Arts and Social Sciences

C

M

• Business
• Economics
• Education
• English
• Organisational and Applied Psychology
• Modern Languages and Cultures
• Politics, History and International Relations

Y

CM

MY

The University of Nottingham Malaysia Campus
t: +6 (03) 8924 8686

Engineering
• Chemical and Environmental Engineering
• Civil Engineering
• Electrical and Electronic Engineering
• Mechanical, Materials and Manufacturing
Engineering
• Mechatronic Engineering

Science

• Biomedical Sciences
• Biosciences
• Computer Science
• Environmental and Geographical Sciences
• Pharmacy
• Psychology

CY

CMY

www.nottingham.edu.my/make-an-enquiry
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