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MESSAGE

DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti
Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah
Permaisuri Johor
The Royal Patron of MELTA

DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah,
Permaisuri Johor

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim
Assalamualaikum warrahmatullahi wabarakatuh
I would like to thank MELTA for organising the 27th MELTA International Conference in the state of Johor again, after 5 years. I am also
delighted to note and congratulate MELTA on celebrating their 60th anniversary of service to education in Malaysia. Sixty years is a long
time for any organisation to steadfastly sustain a vision and mission of service. During the period of my own association with MELTA
over the last 10 years, I recognised how the association has grown both in the service it offers as well in membership and following. The
MELTA International conferences are great examples of the range of activities undertaken by MELTA benefiting teachers, academics,
students, education entrepreneurs and the general public. I must add that, as the Royal Patron of MELTA, it gives me an enormous
sense of satisfaction to see this development.
What has brought us together at this conference is our common concern for education, particularly the teaching and learning of
English. We should be concerned about improving our children’s mastery of English so that we can prepare them to succeed in an
increasingly interconnected and fast changing world. We must acknowledge that our children’s ability to use English as a survival skill.
It will help them to exchange ideas, work together, make friends and work internationally. It will enable them to stay connected with the
vast world of contemporary knowledge and rapidly evolving technology. Events like these are important as catalysts for sharing and
collaboration leading to systematic action not just at the level of the Ministry and the Schools but together, as a society.
All sectors and levels of society (individuals, corporations, NGOs and the government) must make education a passion and a priority.
A good education system includes the roles of parents, the support the local community provides, the synergies that the private sector
is willing to forge, and the awareness the media is willing to create.
It is my sincere hope that this conference will achieve its aims and while doing so be able to build a strong network of education
stakeholders who have the drive to make a difference to their profession and the lives of learners.
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MESSAGE

Director-General of Education
Malaysia

Y.Bhg. Datuk Dr Amin Bin Senin

Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh and Selamat Sejahtera.
First and foremost, I would like to congratulate the Malaysian English Language Teaching Association (MELTA) for organising its 27th MELTA
International Conference 2018 in Johor Bharu, Johor. I understand that MELTA is a voluntary, non-profit organization that is deeply committed
to advancing national aspirations to ensure quality in English Language education. The Conference theme: Education 4.0: Changing the Game,
also shows that MELTA is keeping up with current changes and reforms in the Education system based on the changing demands of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution (4IR).
In the light of the 4IR, the process of teaching and learning has to be changed to respond to innovations and new areas of knowledge without
being bound by traditional practices. Four aspects that must be taken into consideration are enabling ‘learning spaces’; different kinds of
‘pedagogies’, ‘a fluid and organic curriculum’, an incorporation of the latest learning and teaching technologies and an integration of the
‘learning without lectures’ concept. As we strive to meet the challenges of the 4IR, we should not lose sight of another key factor that determines
the quality of education, that is, the mastery of the English language amongst students as well as proficiency of academics and teachers who
are tasked with disseminating knowledge using the English language. It is imperative that academics conduct needful research and write quality
academic papers and publish in the best journals. For this, mastery of English is undoubtedly important.
It is my hope that this conference will serve as a platform for presenters to share new teaching and learning innovations and new areas of
knowledge in the light of the 4IR, deliberate on the theoretical underpinnings of and practical implications for English Language education.
However, beyond the sharing of knowledge that will take place here today, I urge the presenters to work towards publishing their work so that
they reach the wider community of ELT practitioners. This sharing of knowledge is important to enable transformations in EL teaching and
learning to happen and if we are to find workable solutions to address the challenges that the nation faces in improving the standard of English
in the country. I trust that this MELTA conference will contribute to enhancing the quality of English Language teaching and learning.
I wish all conference delegates a fruitful and memorable experience.
Thank you.
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MESSAGE

The President of MELTA

Professor Ganakumaran Subramaniam, Ph.D
MELTA is celebrating 60 years of service to the nation in 2018. This is quite an amazing feat for a professional organisation considering that MELTA is
just only a year younger that the nation itself. Starting out as a regional organisation in 1958, MELTA achieved national status in 1982. Throughout its
existence, MELTA’s goals of supporting the development of English language education and the professional growth of English language educators
have never been compromised. As an organisation that has been fully managed by Malaysian educators, we are proud to have evolved from our
small regional origins to have acquired international recognition in the world of English language education. MELTA’s vision and mission have been
expanded strategically over the years to sustain wide-ranging national and international outreach. Much of the credit for the resilience and success of
this organisation must go to the presidents and executive council members who have served this organisation with great credit and commitment over
the last 60 years. It will be surprising for many to note that over the 60-year span, there have only been four presidents: Dr. Basil Wijasuriya, Prof. Dr.
Hyacinth Gaudart, Prof. Dr. Malachi Edwin Vethamani and the incumbent.
MELTA is a strategic organisation that reviews its goals and directions annually. In spite of being fully supportive of good English language initiatives
proposed and offered by the Ministry of Education over the years, it has never compromised its position as an independent professional organisation.
As such MELTA assumes manifold roles—initiator of policies, developer of programmes, partner, critic, watchdog, etc. MELTA’s role as a professional
organisation has assumed even greater significance during this period of change in Malaysia. While MELTA agrees that there is a real need for change
in education leadership, management and provisions in Malaysia, it is also watchful that the zest for change is not managed blindly for the sake
of change. MELTA by virtue of being a national professional organisation has a civil and social responsibility to ensure that only the best and most
appropriate initiates are put in place without compromising the welfare and well-being of students, educators and the nation.
MELTA will continue to play and pave the way for cutting-edge education developments in Malaysia and our 2018 conference is a significant example
of this. Themed Changing the Game: English Language and Education 4.0, the 27th MELTA International Conference is a platform for exploring and
embracing education for the future. The conference will provide avenues to discuss and deliberate on manner in which English language education
can support the development of the core outcomes of Education 4.0. Therefore, Changing the Game—is about identifying and redefining the role of
the key elements in English language education—principles, policies, processes, products and people to meet this purpose.
MELTA’s 60-year success cannot also have been achieved without the support of great individuals and organisations. I take this opportunity to
thank our Royal Patron, D.Y.M.M Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah, the Ministry of Education and corporate organisations for their
sustained support and recognition.
Let the MELTA Conference again be the reminder of the reason why we chose to become teachers in the first place—to make a positive difference to
the lives of others.
Best Wishes and Warm Regards.
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Vision
• To make MELTA the foremost English language
professional body in Malaysia

• To promote English language teaching at all
levels

• To make MELTA one of the foremost ELT
organisations in the world

• To bring English language teachers together,
allowing them to share experiences and research

• To ensure that all English language teachers in
Malaysia are directly or indirectly affiliated to
MELTA

• To acquaint teachers with current thinking in
ESL/EFL teaching

• To be recognised as one authority for continuous
professional development of English language
teachers
• To pool together all expertise and resources for
ELT in Malaysia, and make them available for
teachers all over the country
• To liaise with major ELT organisations in the
ESL/EFL world
• To help the Government to promote the use of
English language among Malaysians.
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Mission

• To introduce the Malaysian ELT community to
ESL/EFL professionals from outside Malaysia
and introduce Malaysia to those abroad

OUR STORY
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OUR STORY
The Early Years…How It All Began…
My Journey With MELTA
Basil Wijasuriya, Ph.D.
Advisor and Founding President (1980-1992)
Building Momentum, Continuous Development
My Story
Professor Malachi Edwin Vethamani, Ph.D.
Past President (2001-2007)
The Way Forward
A Dream, A Journey
Professor Ganakumaran Subramaniam, Ph.D.
President (2008-Present)

The Early Years…How It All Began…
My Journey with MELTA

M

ELTA is 60 years old this
year, born just one year
after our country achieved
independence. That is a long time for
any organisation to survive, let alone an
altruistic one that receives no external
funding and has to generate its own
income.
When I think of MELTA’s beginnings
(SELTA—Selangor English Language
Teaching Association—at that time) I
wonder about the motivation for setting
up the organisation. The founders
(unfortunately I do not have records
of who they were) must have been
very far seeing to have envisaged the
need for such an organisation at a
time when most of the schools in the
country were English-medium schools.
Of course the idea for setting up the
organisation was first mooted by the
then British Council English Language
Officer, Miss Charlotte Reid, probably
based on experience of what often

happens to the teaching and learning
of English in ex-colonial countries soon
after independence, when nationalist
feelings run rampant. Whatever the
motivation, this pioneering group laid
the groundwork for the setting-up of
the organisation which grew into the
MELTA of today and deserve our grateful
thanks. Thanks are also due to all those
who subsequently took up the burden
of running the organisation, bearing in
mind that there are no tangible rewards
for those who contribute their time and
effort in the service of their fellows.
My personal involvement in the
organisation started when I was
invited to serve on the committee
in1980, coincidentally just when the
organisation decided to change its
name from SELTA to ELTA, dropping
the word ‘Selangor’ from its name. I
became the President of ELTA in 1981
and in 1982 we changed the name
of the organisation to MELTA adding

Basil Wijasuriya, Ph.D., started
his teaching career in 1962 as a
teacher in secondary schools.
In 1972, he taught English, ELT
and Linguistics at Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia until he
retired as Associate Professor in
1998. He was president of MELTA
for 12 years and remains an active
member on the MELTA committee.
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Dr. Basil Wijasuriya, First President of MELTA receiving the ‘MELTA Lifetime Award’ from the Royal Patron of MELTA, DYMM Raja Zarith
Sofiah binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah, Permaisuri Johor, for his dedication, commitment and selfless service to MELTA.

‘Malaysian’ to the title to signify its
role in serving the nation. From 1958
to 1981 the organisation was strongly
supported by the British Council, its
English Language Officer serving as
the Secretary of the organisation as
well as providing the official address
for the organisation and serving as the
premises for the organisation’s monthly
meetings. This close association often
led to MoE officials looking askance
at the organisation, seeing it as an
unofficial extension of the British
Council. With this in view, in 1982 we
decided to distance ourselves from
the British Council. Thus, from then
onwards, the committee became one
made up entirely of Malaysians, working
for Malaysians, for the betterment
of English language education in the
country. This did not mean we were
estranged from the British Council, who
continued to help us when possible.

I remained as President of MELTA for
the next ten years and then handed over
the reins of the organisation to the now
deceased Professor Hyacinth Gaudart
in 1992. Since then I have served in
one capacity or another on the MELTA
committee in response to the needs
of the organisation, and ultimately as
Advisor to MELTA. That’s 38 years of
commitment to this organisation and to
explain this ‘obsession’ I need to talk a
little bit about my background.
I graduated from MTC Pulau Pinang
(Malayan Teacher’s College Penang)
in1961 at the age of 19 and was posted
to my first school in1962. In College, my
specialist option was Geography but we
were all expected to be able to teach
English and Physical Education as well. I
thought I was well qualified to teach and
was not at all daunted when it turned
out that my first posting was to one of
9

the first Malay Secondary Schools in
the country, Sekolah Tengku Ampuan
Rahimah, Klang. I was required to
teach English in all the classes, from
Form 2 to Form 4 (there wasn’t a Form
5 yet in the school). To round off my
workload I was assigned to teach PE
to several classes. I wasn’t assigned to
teach Geography since I was obviously
not equipped to teach in the medium
of Malay.
I loved it! The camaraderie between the
teachers (including the Headmaster)
was fabulous and the relationship of
teachers and students was simply
great. The only fly in the ointment
was that I simply did not know how to
teach English as a second or foreign
language and there was nobody to turn
to for help. I did the best I could and
I don’t think I did any damage. In fact
my relationship with the students was
10

extremely good and I enjoyed teaching,
but I could see that I was not getting very
far in imparting English language skills
to my students. Increasingly frustrated,
not with my students but with my lack
of ability and skills, I started to study
privately for the Cambridge Higher
School Certificate and when I passed,
applied for entrance to University
Malaya. On being accepted, I applied
for study leave and when the leave was
granted, enrolled as an undergraduate,
funded by my meagre savings.. I still
wanted to be a teacher but I hoped that
on graduation, I would receive a posting
to a school where I could really utilise
my knowledge, skills and abilities.
Imagine my chagrin when I was
once again posted to another Malay
Secondary School, Sekolah Menangah
Abdul Rahman Talib in Kuantan to teach
English and Physical Education! And

of course the same pattern prevailed.
I still loved teaching; the school,
teachers and Headmaster were friendly
and supportive and the students were
intelligent and highly motivated. What
remained the same too was that I was
still poorly equipped to teach English
as a second language and there was
still no one to turn to for help.
Thus, when my contract expired after
one year, seven months and 28 days, I
applied for study leave to go overseas
and learn how to teach English as a
second language at my own expense,
funded by my savings, and when
this was not approved, resigned as a
teacher. I enrolled at the University of
Manchester in 1969 to do a Diploma
course in the teaching of English as a
foreign language. This fitted in well with
my personal life since I had recently
got married and my wife was studying

in the University of York. On completion
of the diploma course I enrolled for a
Master’s course in TESL at the same
university and on being awarded a
Master’s degree in 1971, returned to
Malaysia and was offered a position
as Lecturer at the Language Centre of
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, which
I of course accepted.
For the next few years I was busy,
teaching English to students who
had low competence in English but
needed the language desperately to
access knowledge contained in books
written in English. Also much time was
spent in producing teaching materials
suitable for adult learners with a low
level of proficiency in the language.
Then in 1975 I received a scholarship
from UKM to read for a Doctorate at
Georgetown University, Washington
DC in America. I was awarded my
Doctorate in Linguistics in 1980 and
forthwith returned to UKM to resume

my duties as a lecturer. This was when
I was invited to serve on the committee
of SELTA.
By that time all schools had been
converted to the medium of Bahasa
Malaysia and there were many English
language teachers who needed the
kind of guidance and help that I had
so desperately needed as a fledgling
teacher. I accepted the invitation,
realising that the organisation was
the ideal platform for contributing to
the teaching profession more actively.
With proper leadership and adequate

funding it could make a difference and
help teachers to improve the standard
of English language teaching and
learning in the country. My personal
stance regarding the English language
was that we had been bequeathed a
valuable tool, perhaps inadvertently,
by our ex-colonial masters and it
would be a terrible shame to let this
heritage waste away due to misguided
nationalistic and religious feelings.
While subscribing to the need for
proficiency in the National language
and the need to maintain our own
culture, I felt that our National language
and culture should be promoted but not
by negating the teaching and learning
of English for which, as our university
students are becoming increasingly
aware, there is a desperate need.
Just this, however, cannot explain my
lifelong commitment to MELTA. At
bottom is the sheer joy and pleasure of
working with other, like-mind, selfless
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people to help English language
teachers become better and take pride
in their professional development.
Working on the MELTA committee has
always been a satisfying and fulfilling
task. Everyone is supportive and blame
is never ascribed to anyone. If anything
goes wrong a host of people step in
to rectify the situation. The committee
functions like a supportive family,
and this family-feeling and bonding
is further enhanced by the support
provided by the families of committee
members, who come forward to help
during the many MELTA activities. Also,
there are the faithful ‘friends of MELTA’
who unhesitatingly volunteer their time
and effort when asked to by MELTA.
Then there are our Corporate Partners
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who so willingly sponsor so many of
our activities. And to add icing to the
cake, there are the teachers who come
up to us and thank us for the help and
guidance MELTA gives them. All these,
taken together, make working for
MELTA a pleasure rather than a burden.
Guided by the subsequent Presidents
and their very able and dedicated
committees, MELTA has developed
way beyond anything I ever envisaged
in the early days and on my part, I am
proud to have contributed in a small way
to its development, and will continue
to do so, as much as I can, while I am
still able to and needed. Above all, I am
grateful to have had the opportunity to
help my fellow teachers open the eyes

of their students and broaden their
horizons, and in a small way, serve the
nation, tanahair ku, Malaysia.

Building Momentum,
Continuous Development
My Story

M

y participation in the Malaysian
English Language Teaching
Association (MELTA) activities
started very much as an ordinary member.
I was an English Language teacher
who attended the various workshops
conducted by the association. It was
my connection with the late Professor Dr
Hyacinth Gaudart that brought me to be
involved at the MELTA committee level.
I had just completed my Master degree
and was appointed as a lecturer at UPM.
She invited me to attend an AGM, which
I did, little knowing that I was going to be
elected into the committee. I continued
working as a committee member till I left
to pursue my doctoral studies. On my
return to Malaysia, I was elected Vice
President and when Professor Gaudart
retired in 2000, I was elected President in
2001.
Working with a group of volunteers was
a learning experience throughout my

tenure as President. Everyone gives
different levels of commitment to their
voluntary work and as a leader I had
to accept this situation. Generally, the
committee members were committed
to carrying out their responsibilities.
I was also lucky as the committees
comprised both experienced and new
blood. Over the years, I was indeed
glad to see the next generation of
leaders emerge. I was indeed confident
that the Association was in very good
hands when I relinquished my duties as
President.
When I took on the leadership in
MELTA, we were just beginning to go
into the digital age. I believe we were
quick to embrace this development. We
set up the MELTA official website which
connected us with both our members
and the rest of the ELT community
in the virtual world. We began to run
e-forums in our website and eventually

Professor Dr. Malachi Edwin Vethamani
obtained his Ph.D. from the University of
Nottingham, England. He is a recipient of
the Chevening Award (1993-1996) and the
Fulbright Scholarship (2000). An internationally
recognised teacher trainer and corporate
trainer, Professor Dr. Malachi has researched
and published widely in the areas of teacher
education, Malaysian English and Malaysian
Literature in English. He was the President
of the Malaysian English Language Teaching
Association (MELTA) from 2001-2008 and a
Vice—President of the Association of Asian
Teachers of English as a Foreign Language
(Asia TEFL) from 2008-2013. In recognition of
his services in the field of education, he was
conferred the Asian Education Leadership
Award from the World Education Congress in
Mumbai, India in June 2013.

13

setup online Special Interest Groups.
And to be able to reach our members
who did not have Internet access, we
set up MELTA Chapters throughout the
country.
We also started having MELTA
conferences in multiple venues. The
practice that was initiated was one year
we would hold a conference in Kuala
Lumpur and the alternate years we will
hold conferences in different venues,
working with the MELTA Chapters. The
first time we did this, we had three venues:
Batu Pahat, Seberang Jaya and Miri. This
was a huge challenge and we decided
on two venues after that. It was decided
that there will be conference in Peninsula
Malaysia and one either in Sarawak or
Sabah, this practice went on a few years.
Now this has been discontinued.
14

MELTA became affiliated with many
international ELT associations like
IATEFL, Thai TESOL, TEFLIN, JALT, to
name a few. This gave our members
to participate in their conferences
and for them participate in MELTA
Conferences.

In 2002, MELTA became affiliated
to a new regional association called
AsiaTEFL. AsiaTEFL has been very
aggressive in recruiting members and
many MELTA members also became
AsiaTEFL members. In 2007, MELTA
hosted the AsiaTEFL conference in
Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC),
Kuala Lumpur. Around 1,500 presenters
and participants attended this event.
AsiaTEFL continues to provide great
networking possibilities among Asian
ELT professionals.

Between 2001 and 2007, MELTA found
various ways of reaching to teachers
and other ELT practitioners. Besides
the newsletter and the MELTA Journal,
The English Teacher, a new online
journal, Malaysian Journal of ELT
Research (MaJER) to publish research
work was established in 2005. It was
felt that it was necessary to have a

journal to publish the research work
that was coming from various tertiary
institutions. And in 2002, MELTA started
an ELT publication series with Sasbadi
Publishers. Many significant titles have
been published in the Sasbadi-MELTA
ELT series.

15

It has been a pleasure to have been part
of the development of this professional
association. From a small state-level
association MELTA has grown to be a
a significant national and international
association. It gives me great pride
to see how MELTA continues to grow
and make a strong presence in ELT in
Malaysia and abroad.
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My work with MELTA these days is very
much during the annual conferences.
I continue to attend and present at
the conferences. I get very excited to
see many teachers participating in
the Malachi Edwin Creative Teacher
Showcase competition. I am very happy
to judge these submissions and hear
the teachers’ ideas. The conferences

also give me the opportunity to connect
with new teachers and re-connect with
friends from the ELT community.
Happy 60th Anniversary to MELTA.
May it continue to serve the English
Language teaching community.

The Way Forward
A Dream, A Journey

W

alking in the shadow Malaysian
ELT giants is how I would
describe my role in MELTA.
While my involvement in MELTA started
in 1992 as volunteer, my commitment to
the organisation increased when I joined
the MELTA committee in 1999, upon my
return from the UK after completing my
doctoral studies. The president of MELTA
then was Prof. Dr. Hyacinth Gaudart
(second president) from University of
Malaya. I started as a regular committee

member working my way to more
challenging roles as assistant secretary,
secretary and vice-president. During
this period, the leadership of MELTA
changed hands to Prof. Dr. Malachi
Edwin Vethamani (third president) from
University Putra Malaysia.

2007 was an internationally significant
year, when MELTA undertook to organise
for the first time the AsiaTEFL Conference,
at PWTC Kuala Lumpur. Chaired by
Prof. Malachi, the conference was a
tremendous success. As we celebrated
the success of that little did I realise that

Ganakumaran Subramaniam is the Head of School and Professor
at the School of Education, University of Nottingham, Malaysia
Campus. He is the President of the Malaysian English Language
Teaching Association (since 2007) and Vice President of
AsiaTEFL(since 2014). He holds a B.Ed. in TESL from Universiti
Putra Malaysia. He read for his Master’s and Ph.D. at the
University of Nottingham, U.K. Prior to joining the University of
Nottingham, he served as Deputy Director and Acting Director of
International Relations at the National University of Malaysia. He
has consulted on the Malaysian Ministry of Education advisory
panels for curriculum, textbook selection and examinations. He
was also a consultant for the National Trust School programme
and the national literacy development programme (LINUS). He
was a member of the Malaysian Council for English Language
Quality and Standards. He is a Fulbright Scholar with attachments in New York, Washington and
New Mexico, USA. He is currently the Academic Director of the Bangladesh College Education
Development Project (2016-2021). He is Vice President of the Negeri Sembilan Branch of
St. John’s Ambulance Malaysia, Vice President of St. Paul’s Institution, Seremban, Alumni
Association, Chairman of the Board of Managers, St. Paul’s Institution Primary, Seremban, and
Chairman of the Regional (Southern zone) Lasallian Education Council.
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2007 was also going to be a significant
year me and my involvement in MELTA.
At a post-Asia TEFL conference meeting
Prof. Malachi announced that he will be
stepping down as president of MELTA
proposing that I take over as actingpresident, until the next AGM in February
2008. So I started my own journey at the
helm of MELTA, not exactly in a planned
and prepared manner.
In 2008, I was officially elected as
president of MELTA. As president, I
inherited an organisation that had been
built painstakingly and passionately into
a professional and socially committed
entity over its long history since its origin
as regional organisation in 1958 to a
national organisation in 1982. Presided
over by three outstandingly committed
individuals—Dr. Basil Wijasuriya, Prof. Dr.
Hyacinth Gaudart and Prof. Dr. Malachi
Edwin Vethamani, who had set up the
organisation on a sound footing with a
18

farsighted vision and uncompromising
professionalism.
In 2007, MELTA had a life membership
of 545 and a regular membership that
fluctuated between 150 and 200. Apart
from organising the 5th AsiaTEFL

Conference, MELTA held its 3rd
National Colloquium on the ‘Teaching
of Mathematics and Science in English’
which I had the opportunity to Chair. As part
of the MELTA International conference,
two ELT awards were given out: the
Hyacinth Gaudart English language
teacher award and the Basil Wijasuriya
Teacher Presenter Award. MELTA also
ran professional development workshops
at the national level as well as part MELTA
Chapter activities in around the country.
Among the publication activities then
were MELTA’s two journals—The English
Teacher and the Malaysian Journal for
ELT Research, MELTA Newsletter, and the
MELTA-Sasbadi ELT Series. Apart from
these, MELTA also coordinated several
special interest groups and established
international collaboration with AsiaTEFL,
Thai TESOL and Philippine Association
for Language Teaching (PALT). In 2007,
MELTA was housed in an office space
sponsored by Yayasan Budi Penyayang
at Wisma Penyayang, Seri Kembangan,

Selangor. All in all, MELTA was a vibrant
and sound organisation even though
it was voluntary non-government
professional association.
During my term as president, MELTA
has attempted to build strategically
on the good work of the previous
leaderships. An immediate priority of the
new MELTA committee was to rebrand
and enhance the image and credibility
of the organisation. We did this in two
initial ways. Firstly, by modifying the
MELTA logo to its stylised current form.
Secondly and most importantly secure
the consent of DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah
Al-marhum Sultan Idris Shah, Permaisuri
Johor to be the Royal Patron of MELTA.
Her Majesty’s support for MELTA’s goals
and activities provided the organisation
with national recognition and enhanced
its profile tremendously. The operations
of the association was also restructured
and streamlined through constitutional
amendments to create a two level
structure—executive and management.

The executive is made up of the senior
office bearers while the management
was made of eight bureaus, namely
Chapters, SIG, Journal, Publication, R
& D, Technologies, Training and Special
Projects. In 2009, MELTA was finally
able to have its own building and office
at G-11-2, Putra Walk, Jln. PP25, Taman
Pinggiran Putra, Seri Kembangan,
Selangor.

academic sessions, the conference
provides an avenue for trainee teachers,
teachers and university lecturers
to showcase their best practices in
competitions. The teacher category has
been named the MELTA Malachi Edwin
Vethamani Teacher Showcase Award
after the third MELTA president. MELTA
also runs literacy competitions called
the ‘Way With Words’ for primary and
secondary school students in conjunction
with the conference. In addition to all
these, MELTA also launched its own
CSR initiative called the MELT-A-HEART
a programme aimed at assisting literacy
development in rural schools through
a book donation programme. To-date,
MELTA has contributed thousands of
books across over 40 primary schools.
MELTA has not only continued the
Hyacinth Gaudart and Basil Wijasuriya
Awards but has added to these other

Through the years, MELTA continued
to review and strategically improve its
profile, products and services. So what
else has happened in the last 10 years
or so?
The MELTA International Conference has
now become a single conference that
moves to the various states in Malaysia.
This year the MELTA International
conference returns to Johor Bahru after
a 5-year hiatus. The conference has
evolved into a unique event like perhaps
no other conference in the world. Apart
from hosting over 100 high quality
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awards such as the MELTA President’s
Award for Best ELT School Project, and
the Techno-Teacher Award. The most
prestigious of MELTA awards is called
the Raja Zarith Sofiah Award for CSR in
English Language Education.
MELTA continues to publish its journals
and have elevated them to receive
recognition from several citation indexes
including the ECSI, ASEAN Citation
Index, and MYCITE. The ELT series have
now been expanded to include a series
called the MELTA-University Science
Malaysia ELT in Southeast Asia. The
advent of social media has resulted in
making the newsletter irrelevant.
MELTA’s Research and Development
Bureau initiated the National Literacy
Day in 2008 and over the years, this has
evolved into a more research-focussed
event known as the MELTA International
Conference in ELT Research which aims
at encouraging and promoting research
activity through a uniquely competitive
event. The event identifies outstanding
research in the following categories:
Student Teacher and Undergraduate,
Master, Doctor of Philosophy, Teacher
and University Academic. This event
which has since evolved from a national
to an international event is currently in its
eighth edition.
In addition to the above, MELTA continues
to hold important events to secure public
and education stakeholder feedback
through its national colloquiums. In
2015, MELTA organised its fourth
national colloquium themed ‘Quality
and Standards in English Language
Education in Malaysia: A Stakeholder
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Assessment of Issues, Status and
Needs’. The colloquium was aimed at
assessing the progress of the Malaysian
Education Blueprint 2013 — 2025 at the
end of its first wave. A report from the
colloquium was submitted to the Ministry
of Education Malaysia. In 2018, MELTA
organised its fifth national colloquium
entitled ‘Transforming English Language
Education in Malaysia: A Stakeholder
Perspective on Policy, Practice and
Outcomes’ in an effort to put together a
set of proposals for the new Malaysian
government to consider, with reference to
developing English language competency
among Malaysians.
MELTA’s
Chapter
presence
have
expanded through the formation of new
ones. Today, the MELTA Chapters are
available in Penang, Perak, Kuala Lumpur,
Melaka, Pahang, Terengganu, Sabah and
Sarawak. Chapters carry our various
activities including regional conferences,

seminars and workshops. The activities
of the Chapters are complemented by
the activities carried out by the MELTA
Training, Special Projects and Special
Interest Group (SIG) Bureaus. The SIG
Bureau has also initiated two very vibrant
and active groups—TEDBETS and 21st
Century Learning—and are membered
by young and early career teachers.
MELTA is an organisation that is sustained
through strategic partnerships with
national and international organisations.
The national partners include the likes
of the Ministry of Education, Malaysia,
state governments, Sasbadi Holdings
Berhad, UBSM, Erican Education Group,
Oxford Fajar, Pearson Education, elc
International, and Millennia Comms.
Its international partners include the
University of Nottingham, National
Geographic Learning, and University
of Victoria. MELTA collaboration with
international ELT organisations have

also expanded from three in 2007 to
fifteen in 2018. These organisations
are Asia TEFL, Thai TESOL, TEFLIN
(Indonesia), IFT (Sri Lanka), ELTAI (India),
BELTA (Bangladesh), PALT (Philippines),
KOTEOL (South Korea), KATE (South
Korea), ETA-ROC (Taiwan), HAAL (Hong
Kong), JALT (Japan), JACET (Japan),
BELTA (Brunei) and LTAM (Mongolia).
Through these collaborations, MELTA
is able to sponsor the participation of
Malaysia teachers and academic to the
partner conferences.
It is not easy for many voluntary
organisations to remain active for 60 years
let alone make significant progress, the
way MELTA has. The success of MELTA
lies in the hand of the many passionate
and untiring members of executive and
management committees who have
served selflessly over the years. I have
been lucky simply to be part of the many
teams who have worked with me over the
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last 10 years or so. One important reason
for the success of MELTA has been that
its leaders have always placed the people
before the goals. As such the organisation
is not only about the 15 ELT professionals
who make up the committee but also
their families. The bond that bind the
MELTA families nourishes and sustains
the motivation and passion in MELTA
to continue to strive for transformation,
growth and success.
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An Incredible Journey

Celebrating 60 Years of Service

1958

• Founding of Selangor English Language
Teaching Association (SELTA).
• First MELTA President:
Dr. Basil Wijasuriya.

1986

1993

• 2nd MELTA Biennial International
Conference, Selangor.

1995

• 3rd MELTA Biennial International
Conference, Selangor.
• The English Teacher Journal—first issue
published.

1971
• The English Teacher first published as a
bulletin.

1979

1991

• 1st MELTA International Conference.

1992

• SELTA renamed English Language
Teaching Association (ELTA).
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• 4th MELTA Biennial International
Conference, Selangor.

1999
• 5th MELTA Biennial International
Conference, Selangor.

2000

1983
• ELTA renamed Malaysian English
Language Association (MELTA).

1997

• Launch of the first MELTA Chapter:
Seremban.
• 2nd MELTA President: Dr. Hyacinth
Gaudart.

2001

2004

• MELTA Office moved to Wisma
Penyayang, Seri Kembangan, Selangor.

• 3rd MELTA President: Dr. Malachi Edwin
Vethamani.
• Launch of Dr. Basil Wijasuriya Award.
• Launch of Prof. Dr. Hyacinth Gaudart
Award.

2002

• MELTA National Conference on Reading,
Selangor, Johor, Penang and Sarawak.
• Launch of Sasbadi-MELTA ELT Series.

2006

• Conference sponsorship for rural school
teachers.
• Launch of MELTA Tawau Chapter, Sabah.

2005
• MELTA National Convention on The
Teaching of Literature, Subang Jaya,
Selangor.
•

• MELTA Workshop on Newspaper in
Education (NIE), Sandakan Chapter.

2007

2003
• MELTA National Colloquium, Selangor.
Theme: The Role of English Language in
Nation-building.
• Launch of MELTA Chapter: Kuala Lumpur.

• Conference sponsorship for teachers
with disabilities.
• Launch of MELTA Sandakan Chapter,
Sabah.
• Workshop on Oracy Skills, Sandakan
Chapter.
• Malaysian Journal of ELT Research
(MaJER) first published.

• First International Partnership MOU with
PALT-Philippines.
• MELTA National Colloquium. The
Teaching of Mathematics and Science in
English.
• Launch of Yayasan Budi PenyayangMELTA Remedial English Language
Intervention Programme, Selangor.
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2008
• Royal Patron of MELTA DYMM Raja Zarith
Sofiah binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah,
DK., SPMJ., SPCM

2009
• Launch of MELTA
Creative Teacher
Showcase.

• Launch of Melt-A-Heart.
• National Literacies Day, Wawasan Open
University Regional Office, Kuala Lumpur.
• MELTA Homestay Host Families
Programme for Korean students.
• MELTA Office moved to own building
at Putra Walk Commercial, Seri
Kembangan, Selangor.

• Fourth MELTA President:
Dr. Ganakumaran Subramaniam.

• Launch of MELTA-Smart Kids Way With
Words Competition.
• National Literacies Day, Fairview
International School, Ampang, Kuala
Lumpur.
• Launch of Yayasan Budi PenyayangMELTA Remedial English Language
Intervention Programme, Kepala Batas,
Penang, supported by Kulim Chapter.
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2011

2010
• MELTA received the Anak Sarawak
Appreciation Award by Sarawak
Convention Bureau.

• International Partnership MOU with
TEFLIN-Indonesia
• National Literacies Day, Wawasan Open
University Regional Office, Kuala Lumpur.
• Workshop on Conference Presentations
as a Pathway to Enhancing Professional
Development, University of Nottingham
Malaysia Campus.

• National Literacies Day, National Library,
Kuala Lumpur.
• Launch of MELTA Colloquium on
Graduate Research in English Language
Education, University of Nottingham
Teaching Centre, Kuala Lumpur.
• International Partnership MOU with
BELTA-Bangladesh.
• Mini Conference and Workshop, MELTA
Sandakan Chapter. Literacy & Creativity
in the Classroom: Creative Teaching,
Creative Learners.

2012

• 2nd MELTA International Conference on
Graduate Research in English Language
Education, International Languages
Teacher Training Institute (IPBA), Kuala
Lumpur.

2015

2017

2013

7th MELTA International
Research Conference
in English Language
Education 2017

TESL BLOCK

• 5th MELTA International Research
Conference in English Language
Education (MIRCELE), Universiti Malaya,
Kuala Lumpur.

• MELTA Creative Teacher Showcase (CTS)
renamed MELTA Malachi Edwin Creative
Teacher Showcase.
• 3rd MELTA International Research
Conference on Graduate Research in
English Language Education.

2014

Education
Solutions
Provider

2016

Institut Perguruan Kampus Ilmu Khas,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Saturday, 25 November 2017
In Collaboration with

Institut Perguruan Kampus Ilmu Khas

• 26th MELTA International Conference,
Sabah. New Directions in English
Language Education: Global Trends and
Local Innovations.

2018

MALAYSIAN
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TEACHING ASSOCIATION
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Celebrating MELTA’s
Silver Jubilee

6th MELTA International
Research Conference in
English Language Education 2016
Anjung Sri Budiman
Universiti Teknologi MARA, Shah Alam
Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia

g Platform

rnin
Applied Lea

Life-long Lea
rning

25 YEARS of
INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCES

Saturday, 26 November 2016

In Collaboration with

Sasbadi Group
MALAYSIAN
BOOK PROMOTIONS
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Lot 12, Jalan Teknologi 3/4, Taman Sains Selangor 1, Kota Damansara, 47810 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan.
Tel: +603-6145 1188 Fax: +603-6145 1199 Website: www.sasbadiholdings.com e-mail: enquiry@sasbadi.com

• MELTA Celebrates Its Silver Jubilee ~25
Years of International Conferences
• Launch of MELTA Creative Student
Teacher Showcase (CSTS).

• MELTA National Colloquium, Selangor.
Transforming English Language Education
in Malaysia: A Stakeholder Proposal on
Policy, Practice and Outcomes.
• Launch of Creative Higher Education
Teacher Showcase (CHETS).
• 27th MELTA International Conference,
Johor. Changing the Game: English
Language in Education 4.0.
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DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah graciously posed for a group photo at the Johor Palace with the President of
MELTA, Prof. Dr S Ganakumaran, Vice-President I, Mr Aslam Khan Samahs Khan, Vice-President II, Datin Dr Hjh Raja Mazuin Binti Raja
Abdul Aziz and Secretary, Assoc. Prof. Dr Ramesh Nair.

WE ARE MELTA
29

WE ARE MELTA
The Royal Patron of MELTA
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti Almarhum
Sultan Idris Shah, Permaisuri Johor
An Interview with Our Royal Patron
The Malaysian English Language Teaching
Association
The MELTA Executive Committee
Our Longest Serving Staff
The MELTA Juniors

Despite the growth of other languages, English remains relevant. Proficiency in English can enrich
the lives of our children.
—DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah
Permaisuri Johor
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The Royal Patron of MELTA
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah,
Permaisuri Johor

M

ELTA is deeply honoured and
privileged to be graced by the
royal patronage of DYMM Raja
Zarith Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan
Idris Shah, Permaisuri Johor
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah accepted
MELTA’s invitation to become the Royal
Patron of the Association on the 15th of
February 2008.
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah is descended
from rulers of the Melaka Sultanate.
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah studied at
Cheltenham Ladies’ College and was
accepted to read Chinese Studies. (a
four-year undergraduate programme)
at Somerville College, University of
Oxford. DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah
received her Bachelor of Arts Honours
degree from the University of Oxford in
1983.
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DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah is the ProChancellor at Universiti Teknologi
Malaysia and is involved with many
charitable organisations and NGOs.
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah is the
President of Persatuan Pandu Puteri
Johor (the Girl Guides of Johor) and
Royal Patron of the Spastics School
of Johor Bahru and the Rotary Club
of Tebrau Foundation. DYMM Raja
Zarith Sofiah is also Chairman of
the Malaysian Red Crescent (MRC)
National Community and helps
with fund-raising and awareness
programmes run by the Malaysian
Red Crescent.
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah has a keen
interest in writing and has published
editorials in Malaysian newspapers.
In November 2005, DYMM Raja
Zarith Sofiah delivered a keynote
paper titled ‘Shared Reality: The

Media and Us’ at SoLLs.INTEC.05, an
international conference organised by
UKM. The paper subsequently became
the prologue to the six volumes of books
published by Pearson-Longman Malaysia
(2007).
In January 2008, DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah
delivered a public lecture in UKM entitled
‘Going Global: The Use of the English
Language in 21st Century Malaysia’ in
her capacity as a Royal Fellow at UKM.
Her Majesty was conferred an Honorary
Doctorate of Philosophy in Education
by Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia
on 23 August 2008. The bestowal of
the university’s highest award is a fitting
testimony for DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah who
has worked selflessly in support of public
welfare and educational programmes in
Malaysia.
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah has a strong
passion for the development of education
and she has continuously promoted this
through her column in the local media,
her public lectures and her active roles in
non-governmental voluntary organisations.
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah stands out for
her intelligence, eloquence and courage
in speaking up for social justice and the
plight of the underprivileged and voiceless.
DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah is truly a royal
with a heart for her people.
On 22 July 2017, DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah
was conferred an Honorary Doctorate of
Letters by the University of Nottingham,
Malaysia Campus for her contributions
to education and for advocating related
33

causes for the betterment of society.
MELTA is proud that it is the first
and only educational organisation to
have DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti
Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah, Permaisuri
Johor as its patron.
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MELTA conducted a video
interview with DYMM Raja Zarith
Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan
Idris Shah, Permaisuri Johor and
the Royal Patron of MELTA.
DYMM
Raja
Zarith
Sofiah
shared her thoughts about the
importance of English Language
Education in Malaysia and her
aspirations for the country.
Teachers, undoubtedly play a very
important role in any society. They mould
our children into useful members of a
community. In Malaysian society, children
as young as three or four years of age are
in the hands of teachers from the time
they enter kindergarten. They are, for a
good part of the day, guardians to our
children. For this reason, teachers are
important role models. We are what we
are because of our teachers and what we
have learnt from them.
My hope is that teachers are better
recognised for the significant role they play
in society. They must be acknowledged.
While I know that passion drives teachers,
I would like to see teachers receiving
salaries comparable to other professions.
After all, other professions would not
exist without teachers.
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The Role of English Language Teachers in Malaysia
First, I would like to see English language teachers given prominent roles to play within our education system. I believe support
from the Ministry of Education is key in ensuring that English language teachers are motivated. If they are not motivated, I fear
that we have little hope for the success of any initiative to enhance the standard of English in the country. The conditions must
be right to allow English teachers to inculcate interest and a love for learning the language.
We must recognise that English language proficiency among many young Malaysians is not where it should be. Our students
in most parts of the country are struggling with learning the language. Teachers lament that they have students who refuse to
speak English despite having years of instruction in the language. This becomes a major handicap for students when it is time
for them to further their education or join the workforce. Opportunities to study overseas, travel to broaden their horizons or
communicate with visitors to our country are lost for young Malaysians who lack the confidence to speak English.
Therefore, exposure to English must begin early. This exposure cannot be confined to just English language lessons. Activities
in English must extend beyond regular English lessons. Students must have the opportunity to use English in a variety of real
world contexts. They should participate in debates, and go on outings to communicate with people in English. This will help
them understand the purpose of learning English, and give them the much needed opportunities to use English.
Children have the ability to pick up more than one language. Therefore, it is wrong to assume that learning English when
young will delay their acquisition of their mother tongue. In many countries where only English is used, schools are offering
a variety of other languages including Mandarin. In England, children learn German or French in addition to English and
English Literature. There should be no reason for parents to be anxious about encouraging their children to master the English
language. On the contrary, this should be strongly encouraged. Learning another language such as English opens the door
to a wealth of knowledge. Today, young people turn to the Internet to access information and a great deal of information on
the Internet is in English.

Aspirations for Malaysia
In the past, learning Bahasa Malaysia and turning our backs on the language of our colonial masters was described as
patriotism. However, there is more to patriotism than merely learning or rejecting a language. One is no less a Malaysian by
mastering the English language. In fact, I would suggest that working towards mastering the English language is one of the
best things you can do to support the growth of our nation. We rely a great deal on international trade and we want to draw
businesses to our shores. A workforce competent in English is an important prerequisite for our nation’s success.
It is to our benefit that our children are able to communicate effectively in English. Beyond effective communication, we need
to ensure that our children are creative and critical thinkers who are able to collaborate as part of a global community. For all
this, reforms are needed within our education system.
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The MELTA Story 1958-2018

The Malaysian English Language
Teaching Association

T

he Malaysian English Language
Teaching Association (MELTA)
is a voluntary, not-for-profit
professional organisation which was
officially formed in 1982. MELTA’s
stated constitutional aim is to promote
English language teaching. MELTA is
deeply committed to representing all
Malaysian English language educators,
contributing towards their continuous
professional development in line with
national goals and aspirations. MELTA is
run completely by Malaysian volunteers
professionally involved in the teaching
of English language and education in the
English language. MELTA grew out of
two earlier organisations—The English
Language Teaching Association and The
Selangor English Language Teaching
Association and its combined history can
be traced to the year 1958. Since then,
MELTA has gone through many changes,
accommodating itself to the needs of the
nation’s English language stakeholders.
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In August 2000, MELTA went nationwide
when its first chapter was launched in
Seremban, Negeri Sembilan. Since then
MELTA has launched chapters in Kota
Baru, Ipoh, Melaka, Kuala Terengganu,
Kuantan, Temerloh, Johor Bahru, Batu
Pahat, Kota Kinabalu, Tawau, Sandakan,
Seberang Jaya, Miri, Kuching,
Kuala Lumpur and Kulim.
MELTA Chapters allow for the building of
communities of education practitioners,
developing collegial support and selfenrichment programmes. Cross-chapter
activities further advance professional
collaboration at the nation-wide level,
empowering teachers, students and
users of the English language. In 2008
MELTA made significant changes to
its profile and the structure of the
committee to widen its scope
and reflect a national professional
organization. The MELTA committee

now consists of an Executive council
and a bureau of directors. MELTA has
also further enhanced collaboration
with
governmental
organizations,
NGOs, corporate organisations and
international
associates.
MELTA
has some 1000 members from all
over Malaysia, most of whom are
practising teachers of English in
the Malaysian education system.
Other members are involved in English
language education in some way and
membership therefore ranges from
pre-school teachers to university
academics as well as parents who have
an active interest in their children’s
English language development.
With
the
annual
subscription,
life membership or institutional
membership, members receive a copy
of The English Teacher, an annual

refereed journal published by MELTA,
as well as three newsletters a year and
invitations to participate at a reduced
rate in regular seminars and workshops
organised by MELTA.
MELTA keeps members updated via its
website which contains information
and current news on MELTA activities
and offers an online platform for Special
Interest Groups related to English
Language Teaching. In addition,
MELTA has an online journal, The
Malaysian Journal of ELT Research,
aimed at advancing knowledge of and
developing expertise in critical and
scientific inquiry in English language
teaching and learning. The Malaysian
Journal of ELT Research, The English
Teacher and the MELTA Annual are
also uploaded regularly. Other MELTA
publications are featured on the
website as well.
MELTA has been organising conferences
since 1991. For the first ten years,
biennial international conferences were
organised. From the year 2000, annual
conferences became the norm. Since
2001, MELTA has organised ‘travelling’
conferences: these are held in at least
three venues, one either in Sabah or
Sarawak. MELTA conferences help
bring teachers together to share
experiences and acquaint them with
current thinking in ESL/EFL, introduce
the Malaysian ELT community to
ESL/EFL professionals from outside
Malaysia and introduce Malaysia to
those from abroad.

Being an NGO, MELTA traditionally
collaborates with public and private
organisations in general and special
areas in English Language Education
with the aim of realizing its vision in
elevating the standard of teaching and
learning the English language. Various
partnership and joint programmes
and projects have been successfully
conducted with these organisations.
New and upcoming programmes and
projects are being negotiated for the
benefits of learners, teachers and
practitioners in the field of English
Language Education.
Some of the organisations collaborating
with MELTA include:
Private Organisations (selected)
YTL
British Council Malaysia
K-Perak
Q-Dees International (M)
UBSM Direct Malaysia (M)
ERICAN Education Group
University of Nottingham Malaysia
Oxford-Fajar Sdn. Bhd
International Islamic University
Malaysia
EXPOMAL
RHB Bank
SASBADI Holdings Bhd
STAR Publications
Kosmo!
New Straits Times
ELC International School
ASTRO (M) Sdn Bhd
Arah Pendidikan Sdn Bhd
Pearson Malaysia

Public/Governmental Organisations
(selected)
Kementerian Pendidikan Malaysia
(MOE)
Universiti Malaya (UM)
Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM)
Ministry of Human Resource
Jabatan Pendidikan Negeri Sabah
Jabatan Pendidikan Negeri Sarawak
Institut Pendidikan Guru Malaysia
(IPGM)
Institut Pendidikan Guru Kampus Ilmu
Khas
Institut Pendidikan Guru Kampus
Bahasa Antarabangsa
Institut Pendidikan Guru Kampus
Pendidikan
Perak State Government
Johor State Government
Sabah State Government
Sarawak State Government
Royal Military College, Malaysia
Sarawak Convention Bureau
Sabah Tourism Board
Sabah Cultural Board
MELTA
strives
to
expand
its
collaboration network each year to
reach out to learners, teachers and
practitioners with the aim of keeping
abreast with the latest development of
English Language Education both in
the country and internationally.
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Still a B. Ed TESL undergraduate in
Universiti Pertanian Malaysia…
(now Universiti Putra Malaysia), fate scheduled me to take a poetry class with one of UPM’s
most infamous and notoriously difficult lecturers, Malachi Edwin Vethamani. Little did I know
that what was supposed to be a straightforward academic encounter would lead me to a
lifetime of commitment to a cause I knew nothing about. That year was 1991.

PROFESSOR
GANAKUMARAN
SUBRAMANIAM, Ph.D
MELTA, President

Asia TEFL, Vice-President
Head of School, School of Education,
University of Nottingham,
Malaysia Campus

As it happened, one day Mr. Edwin (as we referred to him then), told me and a few other
classmates that he wanted us to help out with the Annual General Meeting of the organization
he served, MELTA. Since it was difficult to say no to Mr. Edwin for many reasons, we
“volunteered”. I had had no idea what MELTA was nor what the organization did. I assumed
that it was an organization for university lecturers to discuss university stuff. My subsequent
encounter with MELTA had only added to my confusion of what MELTA was. The MELTA
President then was the late Prof. Dr. Hyacinth Gaudart and Mr. Edwin was assistant secretary.
The MELTA secretary was the late Dato’ Sri Paul Mony, who was also the secretary of the
Football Association of Malaysia (FAM). The MELTA office was also at Wisma FAM. Imagine
how difficult it had been for an undergraduate to work out what exactly MELTA was!
Despite the confusion, I was drawn to the passion evident among the people of MELTA for what
they were doing. That next year I volunteered to help out at the MELTA National Conference
and this volunteering went on until 1995, a year after I graduated. By then Mr. Edwin had left
for the U. K. to do a Ph.D. I was posted to a secondary school in Sekinchan, Selangor. As
fate would have it, I was offered a position of tutor at Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia where I
had the opportunity to meet and work with the first president of MELTA, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Basil
Wijayasuriya. Dr. B as he is fondly known, was still actively involved in the committee as the
vice-president. There was no escaping MELTA.
In 1995, I left to do my masters and Ph.D in the University of Nottingham, U. K. and, lo and
behold, Mr. Edwin was there. Upon my return to Malaysia after my Ph.D, I was duly enlisted to
MELTA by Dr. Malachi Edwin Vethamani, the Secretary of MELTA (who had returned after his
studies), as a committee member. That was 1999.
The rest is a story of growing passion, commitment and great fun, moving through the learning
curves from committee member, assistant secretary, secretary, vice-president to president.
It has been
MELTA!

years since fate intertwined, both MELTA and I! Happy 60th anniversary
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It was in 1998 when I was first
introduced to MELTA and invited to be
a committee member by the...
then President of MELTA, Dr. Malachi Edwin Vethamani. My journey
from then on was a never-ending involvement in all events and
activities until today! Phew! 20 years is a long time—from an ordinary
committee member to the posts of Treasurer, Vice-President 2 and
today, Vice-President 1. Positions, however, don’t matter in MELTA
knowing the fact that we work as ONE formidable team with the
highest level of esprit de corps in all our endeavours. While doing
voluntary work in a non-profitable organisation and without any fixed
funding, may be enough to demotivate many but not the MELTA team.
MELTA has prevailed and will always prevail through sheer passion
and sincerity, the right attitude, commitment and determination to
succeed. Organising and presenting at workshops, seminars and
conferences both at national and international levels, have been truly
satisfying when participants show their sincere appreciation. They
smiles, their grateful thanks are what warm our hearts and spur us to
go the extra mile—to share best practices and proven teaching and
learning methodologies in the field of English Language Education
(ELE). The more we contribute, the greater the need to contribute
further as the world of ELE is constantly evolving. Together, we can
impact lives and make a difference in the world of ELE with MELTA!
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Aslam Khan Bin Samahs Khan
Vice-President I

Executive Vice Chairman of ERICAN
Education Group

Everyone has a story to tell about MELTA. ...
I have plenty and have shared with readers numerous times. For our 60th anniversary,
our Director of Publications, Lye Suan has made everyone of us revisit these stories
and reflect on our journey with MELTA. I have held positions from being a committee
member of the Training Bureau to Assistant Treasurer, Treasurer, Assistant Secretary,
Honorary Secretary and finally, as the Vice-President II. Our dear friend, Aslam
Khan Samahs Khan is the Vice-President I. We both hold different portfolios. Aslam
looks into matters pertaining to national affairs while I look into our international
partnerships amongst other matters.

DATIN HJH RAJA MAZUIN BTE
RAJA ABDUL AZIZ, Ph.D
MELTA, Vice-President II

Head of Quality Management Unit
Institute of Teacher Education International
Languages Campus, Lembah Pantai
Ministry of Education Malaysia

The beauty about MELTA is the bonding of individuals from various affliations,
different races and diverse backgrounds. We strive as ONE big family. Despite our
differences in views shared during intellectual discussions, we always remain the
best of pals. This is what makes MELTA endearing. We learn to agree to disagree.
Through the years, MELTA has grown in strength and numbers under the excellent
leadership of the President, Prof Dr Ganakumaran, fondly known as Dr G. Being
with MELTA, has been an enriching journey for me professionally as an educator. To
end, MELTA MAKES YOU!

I would say that my active participation in
MELTA...
began when I was appointed as editor of The English Teacher in 2008.
I worked closely with Professor Malachi Edwin Vethamani who was then
the journal’s Chief Editor and Dr Basil Wijasuriya, the Director of Journals.
Later, I was elected as MELTA’s Director of Technologies. I must say that
technologies was the portfolio I felt least prepared to handle. However, I
learnt soon enough that help was always just a phone call away. Working
as a team is the MELTA way, and this is what makes it possible for us
to contribute our services to the association despite holding down fulltime jobs. I would say that over the years, I have had the opportunity to
learn and grow, and this sustains me. As someone who began his career
as a teacher in rural Pahang, I feel fortunate to be part of an association
dedicated to providing opportunities for the professional development of
English teachers.

Associate professor
ramesh nair Ph.D
MELTA, Secretary

Senior Lecturer, Academy of Language Studies,
Universiti Teknologi MARA
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My journey in MELTA ‘officially’ began in
2016 when I was...
entrusted as the Head of Research and Development bureau. With the job came
the responsibilities of being the chair and an organising committee member
for the 6th MELTA International Research Conference in English Language
Education for the first time. Terrifying as it was, my 25 years of experience
as a teacher trainer had helped me to stay calm and to accept the challenge.
Needless to say, the guidance and support from the committee members were
simply amazing. Their professionalism, teamwork and chemistry with each
other would make any event organised a success. I have surely learnt a lot
and became more confident with any responsibility assigned. My journey in
MELTA was also blessed with the warmth and friendliness of the MELTA family
whenever we came together at conferences and social events. It was truly
awesome. Fly High MELTA!

zaira ABU hassan shaari, Ph.D
MELTA, Treasurer

Senior Lecturer, Institute of Teacher Education
Ilmu Khas Campus
Ministry of Education Malaysia

With limited exposure and resources, as a
teacher in a rural school, I was always in...
a conundrum – am I doing the right things, am I teaching the right content, the right ways,
or the right approaches; or am I of any consequences to the Power-to-be? Moving on
to a different surrounding and environment in 1999 answered many of these questions,
and joining MELTA in 2002 as a volunteer and 2015 as Life Member gave me life as an
EL teacher, many different perspectives. MELTA provides a bigger stage for me to learn
something new in EL teaching and learning, and gain better experience on a global
scale. The meetings with better-informed people or academicians, the opportunities
to listen to and learn something new, the platform to share my experience to others on
larger scale; all were accorded by MELTA to me. MELTA had opened the pathways for
me to present my researches and views in Singapore, Beijing, Tiruchirapalli, Sapporo,
Manila, and Seoul, as well as many major towns and cities of Malaysia. From a rural
school in Sarawak to an esteemed academic institution in Kuala Lumpur and to the
world stage, the MELTA experience had enriched my life as a teacher and a lecturer
tremendously. Thank you MELTA.
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ali ahmad seman, Ph.D
MELTA, Assistant Treasurer

Senior Lecturer, Institute of Teacher Education
Institute of Teacher Education Islamic Education
Campus, Bangi
Ministry of Education Malaysia

In 1991 when I joined MELTA, some asked,
Why MELTA? My reply was WHY not? It
was...

associate professor
datin cynthia yolanda
doss, Ph.D
MELTA, Director of Training

Director of Post-Graduate Certificate of
Higher Education Programme
University of Nottingham, Malaysia
Campus

an organisation that provided a platform to promote English language teaching as
well as to bring Malaysian English language teachers together, allowing them to
share experiences and research. However, it was only in 2009 that I truly became
actively involved in MELTA upon the invitation of Dr. Ramesh, who was then the
Director of Journals. He encouraged and convinced me to become a committee
member. It is a decision that I have never regretted. The leadership and commitment
of the MELTA members has made it an enriching professional development journey
for me. The vision and mission of MELTA, the sharing of knowledge, the spirit of
comradeship and it’s sincere commitment to promote English language education
in Malaysia is why I am still an active member of MELTA. My tagline for MELTA is
one purpose, one mission, one dream, empowering Malaysian English Language
teachers to make a difference.

I joined MELTA as I believe that it is an
established...
professional organisation that will enable me to sustain my interest and
motivation in the English Language Education field. In addition, through
MELTA, I have had the opportunity to meet inspirational individuals and
expand my networking. I started off with MELTA when I attended the MELTA
ASIA TEFL 2014 conference in Kuching, Sarawak. Then, I got involved as an
organising committee member for its conference. It was definitely a learning
curve for me. I discovered many new things and had to learn to quickly
adapt to situations. It was a sink or swim situation at times; nevertheless, I
survived. My experiences with MELTA have definitely helped me to grow, both
professionally and personally. Life is better with MELTA!

nurhezrin anuar

MELTA, Director of Technologies
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National Colloquium 2015, Palace of the
Golden Horses, Kuala Lumpur was my first
encounter with MELTA. Being...
a newbie to MELTA, I was overwhelmed by the warmth and friendship extended
to me. My heartfelt gratitude to Dr Sivabala Naidu for introducing me to MELTA
and to Professor Dr Ganakumaran, the President for allowing me to be part of
this great family. Great insights from renowned speakers and educators have
developed me professionally. I made my first debut with CHILD 1.0, a MELTATEDBET initiative in 2015 and the journey is flourishing extensively. Apart from
being a committee member and paper presenter, MELTA has also catered
numerous avenues to nurture my growth. I enjoy the experiences gained and
wonderful moments being in MELTA. In a nutshell, I am fortunate and love being
with my MELTA family. I am blessed. Thank you MELTA.

szarmilaa dewie krishnan
MELTA, Assistant Secretary

Lecturer, English Language Teaching Centre
Ministry of Education Malaysia

It is an honour to be part of MELTA, the
platform that...
advances professionalism and personal growth for teachers and educators of
English language in Malaysia. Looking back, when I was first approached by
my very good friend, Datin Dr Cynthia Doss to head its Publications Bureau
early 2014, I took some time to give her an answer. I wasn’t sure what was
expected of me and what I could bring to the table. But always game for new
experiences and making new friends, I said, ‘Sure, why not!’ It has been a
great journey thus far. The many dear friends I have made in MELTA, during
conferences and through the years, have added more colour and laughter
to my life and beautiful memories to cherish for years to come! With MELTA,
together we have it all!

tam lye suan

MELTA, Director of Publications
Editorial Manager & Book Packager,
Millennia Comms
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I must thank Prof. Dr Ganakumaran and
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ramesh who believed
that distance should not be...
be a barrier to service and I may be able to contribute to MELTA’s mission. Under
the Research and Development bureau, I hope to continue MELTA’s agenda for
ELE in Malaysia. Although a newbie in MELTA, the Inaugural Northern Zone
Conference in English Language Education (NORCELE) had actually provided
me the opportunity to meet good individuals and learn valuable lessons. I
am aware that working on an NGO platform is not an easy feat but with the
concerned and commited members, I trust we can achieve more. I think in
MELTA, it’s all about teamwork with different individuals working independently
towards one goal. It is indeed an enriching opportunity to be a part of the
MELTA family.

Paramaswari Jaganathan, Ph.D
MELTA Director of Research and Development

My own experience as an English
language teacher in SK Pulau Tambisan,
Sabah in the 1980s...
was full of uncertainties. As a novice teacher, there were countless questions
running in the head such as ‘What am I supposed to teach’ and how can I ensure
that what I teach will be learnt” but never really finding the answers. Hence, when
I joined MELTA as its SIG Director, my immediate decision was to set up a group
that could act as a catalyst for the professional development of novice English
language teachers. My initial discussions with various young teachers led to the
formation of TEDBET (Teacher Development for Beginning EL Teachers). Primarily,
the aim of TEDBET was to move away from instrumental, information-led training,
such as briefings on examination syllabi that feeds into school development, which
are informed by Government objectives and priorities. Such kind of training is, in
effect, de-personalised and thus, ineffective. Based on my belief that Interaction
and collaboration are important for more effective professional development
(Kelchtermans, 2004) TEDBET was set-up. Four years down the line, other than
workshops, and symposiums for novice teachers, TEDBET has developed its
own signature projects namely CHILD (language camps for students) and BEEP
(webinar series). More than that, many of the members of TEDBET are now being
groomed as future leaders of MELTA.

sivabala naidu, Ph.D, PJK

MELTA, Director of Special Interest Group
Director of CELFE
School of Education
Faculty of Arts and Social Science
University of Nottingham
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Since July 2016, I have been the Director of
MELTA Chapters Bureau and...

Chandrakala v. raman
MELTA, Director of Chapters

English Language School Improvement
Specialist Coaches Plus (SISC+)
Kuantan Distric Education Office, Pahang
Ministry of Education Malaysia

a MELTA life member since 2002. The early years of 1990s to 2000 English
Language(EL) activities for professional development in Pahang Darul Makmur
were only in the form of courses organised by the Divisions in the Ministry of
Education, Malaysia. MELTA as an organised body of skilled and professional
members most willing to train and support was most heartily welcomed, the
time… ‘a friend in need was a friend indeed’. The sharing and input by MELTA
included on literature teaching, reading strategies and teaching writing aided
Pahang EL teachers and my professional development too. Attending MELTA
conferences first as a participant then as presenter, impacted my personal
development—in organised thinking, audience management, public speaking
and critical eye on EL teaching/learning (ELTL) approaches/strategies.
Importantly, the opportunities of meeting friends with mutual concerns and
issues regarding ELTL always both uplifting and comforting. ’Kept growing’
or ‘still growing’ would be the sum-up total of my experience with MELTA,
Malaysia.

My association with MELTA can be
traced to as far as 2002, when I
became...
a Life Member. Presenting at MELTA conferences helped be build my confidence
as an academic and researcher. Between the years 2006 and early 2010, I was
appointed as a sub-committee member of MELTA’s Special Interest Group and
R&D bureaus. From the years 2014 to January 2016, I had the opportunity
of contributing as MELTA’s Director of Training. I was also the Administrative
Editor of MELTA’s journals from 2016 to 2017, and am presently the Director
of Journals. I enjoy every minute of my time in MELTA, and have made many
precious memories with my beloved MELTA family. Wishing MELTA success
always.
Keep rocking, MELTA!
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subarna sivapalan Ph.D
MELTA, Director of Journals

Senior Lecturer,
Universiti Teknologi PETRONAS

I had known MELTA in the 1990s through
my lecturer, the late Professor Dr Hyacinth
Gaudart. That was why...

cheah swi ee Ph.D

MELTA, Director of Special Projects

in 2008, I did not hesitate at all in saying 'Yes' to the late Mr. Teh Shariffudin
Abdullah when he suggested starting a MELTA chapter in Kulim. Ten years later
today, both Mr. Teh and the Kulim chapter are no longer around but I have stayed
on with MELTA. Through MELTA, I have had the opportunities to work with some
of the most knowledgeable, hardworking and selfless people in the field of
English language education. More importantly, MELTA is a place where people
gather to make things happen, not just for empty talks. The best part of it, we
are all volunteers bound together by the common goal to make a difference. For
me, this has been most fulfilling and rewarding. Each time when a teacher thanks
us for bringing the conference closer to where (s)he is, each time a headmaster
thanks us for the books donated to the school through Melt-A-Heart, and
each time students thank us after having experienced Way With Words, I am
reminded again what MELTA means to me. Less me more we, that’s how things
get happened in MELTA!

The Executive Committee
Members 2018-2020
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Our Longest Serving Staff
Elizabeth Thor
I joined MELTA in 2006 when the office was situated in Section 17, P.J. Since then MELTA has moved twice from Wisma
Penyayang to Putra Walk in 2007 and 2009 respectively. Throughout these 12 long years, I’ve learnt some new things related to
technology and Internet. From the traditional fax, phone calls and postal mails to scan, email, searching for information online and
WhatsApp among others. This experience has definitely added some interesting colours to my life. More importantly, everyone
in MELTA, including those who attend the conferences regularly, has been friendly and nice. I never thought I would gain a family
when I joined. It has been a wonderful journey with MELTA. Thank you and Happy 60th Anniversary to MELTA!
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The MELTA Juniors
The smallest act of kindness is worth
more than the grandest intention.
~Oscar Wilde

2013 MELTA International Conference in Kuala Lumpur.
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2010 MELTA International
Conference in Kuching,
Sarawak

2015 MELTA International
Conference in Kuala Lumpur.

2017 MELTA International Conference in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah
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Introducing the MELTA Juniors...

Shriniven Ganakumaran

Khrisyhniven Ganakumaran

Daryll Darshan

MELTA. The word brings back memories
from as far back as I can remember. As
a child, I would follow my dad to these
places where all the grownups would
meet. Where everyone was nice to me.
I loved it.Soon enough I started helping
out with small jobs and errands.
Through the years, more and more kids
joined me and together we became a
little team of helpers ever ready and
eager to go to MELTA conferences
every year. Little did I know that whilst
helping and playing I was in a second,
larger family. The MELTA family. These
are the people who watched me grow
and learn almost every step of the
way, and I am so thankful for all the
experiences and lessons learnt that I
hope has made me a better person as
well. Thank you everyone for the huge
opportunity.

I have been with MELTA ever since I
could remember and it has given me the
experiences you can’t find anywhere
else—to be more outspoken, to help
people at every chance you get and to
love all around you. Nobody can deny
that the MELTA family is amazing and
I am truly blessed to have grown up
with everyone in the committee. They
have taught me to be more proactive
and caring towards others. Some of
the experiences I have had in MELTA
include helping the needy through the
MELT-A-HEART programme, learning
how to manage and interact with
people from numerous countries and
also some marketing skills. MELTA has
helped me to be the person I am today.
My sincere thanks to all committee
members, volunteers and friends in
the MELTA family for the wonderful
experiences through the years. Happy
birthday MELTA and thank you!

My MELTA experience first began
back in 2011 when it was held in Kuala
Terengganu. Even though I was fairly
new to the MELTA family, they welcomed
me with open arms. The journey this far
has truly been an amazing one as being
part of the MELTA family has helped me
to grow as a person. The MELTA juniors
were always given the opportunity
to handle the MELT-A-HEART booth
and this responsibility demanded
confidence and meekness from each
one of us. I would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude to the President,
Prof. Dr. Ganakumaran and the MELTA
family for always having the faith in all
of us. We will continue to make the
MELTA family proud.
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Avinash Nair

Goh Kenn Shern

Shivadharshan Naidu

I have attended many MELTA
conferences all over Malaysia and
it really amazes me that I remember
each of them in detail. This may seem
odd, but it’s very simple to be honest.
I remember every conference because
every moment of every conference is
special to me. I have had unforgettable
experiences with my friends. It is hard
work too as we volunteer at the MELTA
booth and raise funds for MELTA
projects. I have learnt so much being
a volunteer at MELTA. It is knowledge
that I am sure will come in handy in the
near future.

I remember the first time I joined MELTA
was 2010, the MELTA International
Conference in Kuching, Sarawak. I
thought it was strange for children to
join a conference for adults. But mom
insisted, she was the Director of Special
Projects then and one of her projects
was Melt-A-Heart. She got both my
sister and I, to work at the booth, which
ended with a lot of fun and new friends.
I think MELTA is a great place for kids to
learn new things and socialise healthily.
Happy 60th Birthday, MELTA!

Although I have only been involved
in the Melta international conference
just once so far, I must say that it is an
experience that I would cherish forever.
Primarily, it is the warmth and cordiality
of Melta members, the families and
the volunteers that has made such an
impact on me. Other than that, I also
enjoyed the opportunity to be involved
in the MELT-A-Heart booth which is
Melta’s CSR project. As an avid reader
myself I think this project is indeed a
good way to inculcate the reading habit
among students.

Nur Eleenaz Khan
What is MELTA to me…?
I was first involved in a MELTA
conference when I was still in
primary school. And in 2018, I will
be graduating from the university.
Through my involvement in MELTA, I
have learned and acquired invaluable
experiences not only related to English
Language and education but also
on self-development. With first hand
involvement and direct participation in
all events at the MELTA international
conferences, I have become a better
student and person, working closely
with the committee members and
people from different background,
especially in education. Being a MELTA-Heart volunteer has opened my eyes
and heart to community service. It has
also widen my horizon and made me
a better person. The experience and
confidence I have gained, will guide in
facing challenges in the future. Thank
you, MELTA for the opportunity!

Goh Kenjie
I never knew what a conference meant,
let alone what a 10-year-old child could
do in an international conference, until
MELTA. In 2010, my brother and I
tagged along with mom to Kuching for
the first international conference in my
life. To my surprise, there were other
children many of whom were of my age.
Since then, all of us kids have grown
up and Melt-A-Heart is what binds
us together. Through this project, I’ve
learnt how to speak to different people,
asking for donations and managing a
booth. I think I’ve grown to be more
sociable through MELTA as I no longer
hide behind my mom or my brother
whenever there are strangers around.
It has given me an idea of the various
possibilities of what I could do in future.
Growing up is not a cup of tea and there
are many occasions that I dread, but
MELTA is definitely one of the few that
can lift my spirits and get me excited.
Happy 60th Birthday, MELTA!

Nur Adelynn Khan
MELTA is a great experience for me.
I was involved in MELTA since
preschool, being with my father Mr
Aslam Khan, who is the Vice President
I. Fast forward many years later, I
am in secondary school and when I
reflect, I realised how much I enjoyed
being a MELTA-Junior volunteer,
working with the other MELTA-Junior
volunteers, having fun at the same
time. I have never missed any MELTA
conference. I have learned a lot about
self- development from all the ‘uncles’
and ‘aunties’ of the MELTA committee.
And most importantly, I have learned
the importance of contributing to the
Malaysia as a volunteer! I will never
ever miss any MELTA conference! I just
loved to be in the company of friends,
teachers, lecturers, professors, and the
MELTA ‘uncles’ and ‘aunties’.
May Allah SWT Bless MELTA always!
Amiiin YRA.
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Shreya Devi Nair

Joanna Richards

Yuvena Siri Logeswaren

I was just five when I attended my
first MELTA conference. Since then,
I have been attending every MELTA
conference. It has been a great
experience for me, my brother and all
the other MELTA kids who volunteer
at the Melt-A-Heart booth. We work
together to sell things and collect
donated books for deserving schools.
We always work together, as the saying
goes, ‘United we stand, Divided
we fall’. Joining MELTA conferences
also means I get to travel and meet
other MELTA kids. Every moment at
MELTA is special to me.

My experience with MELTA has not
only been fun but enlightening as well.
Working with the MELTA kids has given
me the opportunity to interact and
build a strong friendship. Also, raising
funds for MELTA-A-HEART has helped
me understand the importance of
teamwork and communication skills.
One of the highlights of my involvement
with MELTA was meeting the Queen
of Johore. My friends and I also had
the opportunity to perform in front
of many presitigious academicians
and dignitaries. I have many beautiful
memories of MELTA to cherish.

Hello everyone. I am Yuvena Siri
Logeswaren, and I am a MELTA Junior.
MELTA is a big, happy family, with lots
of loving uncles, aunties and friends.
I am proud to be a part of this family.
Although I am 11 years old, I have the
opportunity to get to know so many
friends, and they all treat me like their
little sister. I am looking forward to
meeting all of them at MELTA events,
and also to help at the MELTA Junior
booth during the conference. Don't
forget to pay us a visit. See you there!

CONNECTING WITH ELT
COMMUNITIES
NAtional Outreach
Initiative
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CONNECTING WITH ELT COMMUNITIES
National outreach initiative
The MELTA Chapters
The Perak Chapter
The Kuala Lumpur Chapter
The Terengganu Chapter
The Kuantan Chapter
The Penang Chapter
The Tawau Chapter
The Kuching Chapter
The Sandakan Chapter
The Kota Kinabalu Chapter
Our International Partnerships

The MELTA Story 1958-2018

The MELTA Chapters
Professional Development of EL Teachers

T

he MELTA Chapters Bureau
aims at reaching and extending
support to all members of MELTA
and English language educationists as
a whole within the scope of professional
and personal
development in the
teaching and learning of English
language. MELTA Chapters also
organise activities and programmes
as community service to better, social
and educational situations and issues.
All acts of MELTA Chapters are viewed
as contributions to the teaching and
learning fraternity, community and
society at large.
MELTA recognised the need for an
approach that will ensure continuous
support for EL teaching and learning
development. Through the concerted
efforts of MELTA Malaysia over
the years, several Chapters were
established as an on-site, in-situ small
organisations for the professional
development of its members.

The establishment of the Chapters
dates back to 2000, when the MELTA
‘men in gray’ at the helm—Dr Malachi
Edwin, Professor Dr. Ganakumaran
Subramaniam, Mr Aslam Khan and
the late Associate Professor Dr Teh
Chee Seng went on a roadshow to
start and launch MELTA Chapters in
the respective states throughout the
country. The journey took them from
Seremban to Johor to Kuantan to
Terengganu to Penang and to East
Malaysia, namely Sandakan, Tawau,
Kota Kinabalu and Kuching.
A few Chapters were launched between
2001and 2004. Notably, Seremban
(2001) Batu Pahat (2001), Johor
Baharu (2002), Kulim (2004) and Kota
Baharu (2004). During the early years,
these Chapters conducted activities
in ELT development and professional
development of EL teachers. Each
Chapter functions on its own with a
Chapter Committee comprising five to

Seremban, the first MELTA State Chapter
was launched in August 2000.
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The MELTA ChapterS Throughout Malaysia
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Membership Record
Members as of 31 December
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
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2011
2010
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Life Members
762
735
727
710
697
693
671
662
598
580
545
530

Ordinary Members
220
183
215
164
177
126
124
193
114
158
114
124

Institutional Membership
1
4
6
5
5
6
4
5
1
1
6
4

seven members and a Chapter Leader
at the helm. The Committee comprise
MELTA members, appointed officially
by MELTA and are EL educationists,
past and present (teachers, lecturers,
retirees). MELTA lends support to these
Chapter activities, especially when
requested upon. The past two years,
new Chapters have been established in
Kuala Lumpur, Melaka and Terengganu

and a revival of the earlier Chapters has
taken place.
The Chapters need to be looked upon
as medium through which teachers and
educationists are professionally trained
in exploring scopes and issues of EL
teaching and learning through research
and hands-on experiences, and
disseminating through presentation

and writing to the education world at
large. The MELTA Bureau of Chapters
is both necessary and relevant with
the current situation of educational
partnerships and a synergy to enhance
professional and personal development
of EL educationists.

Resting on the sofa, being on
a one-month medical leave, I
received a call...

Chandrakala
V. Raman
Director of MELTA
Chapters

from the President of MELTA, Prof. Ganakumaran, to join MELTA
as the Director of the Chapters Bureau. For a moment I was taken
aback, contemplating whether I would be able play a positive role.
Nevertheless, I just could not say ‘No’ to Prof. Ganakumaran, as MELTA
has always supported the teachers in Pahang through numerous
activities and awards. Attending the first meeting with the MELTA
Executive Committee was a new experience doing something as an
NGO, I was opened to new perspectives of thoughts. The focus was to
contribute and to start building the MELTA Chapters. Amazingly, there
were so many dynamic individuals willing to play a role, to contribute
and share their experiences and best practices. Some immediately
began to start a Chapter going, others recognised the worth of having
a Chapter but needed to sort out logistics. My only fulfilment is to
see Chapters set up in many districts nationwide as a one-stop insitu centres for teachers and educators to develop professionally
together and to give our best to the ‘children waiting at the threshold of
classrooms with trusting eyes’. Thank you everybody for your support,
I believe, come what may, we will sail through.
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The Perak Chapter

The Perak Chapter was set up and officially launched during the 25th MELTA
International Conference 2016 held at the Casuarina@MERU in Ipoh, Perak. A
platform for professional collegiality and development is now established in Perak for
EL educationists and practitioners to move forward. Heading the Chapter is Associate
Prof Dr Shahrina bt Md Nordin as Chapter Leader, Mr Shamsul Abdullah as Secretary
and Mr Frederick Kovipillai as the Treasurer.

Associate Prof Dr Shahrina bt
Md Nordin as Chapter Leader

The Perak Chapter led by Chapter Leader Associate Prof Dr Shahrina bt Md Nordin and in discussion with Mr Frederick Kovipillai in discussion
with MELTA President, Prof Dr. Ganakumaran, Vice-President I, Mr Aslam Khan, Dr Sivbala, DIrector of SIG, Dr Sivabal, and MELTA Chapters
Bureau Head, Ms Chandrakala.
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The Kuala Lumpur Chapter
When the Kuala Lumpur Chapter was first launched in 2003, it organised a MELTA workshop entitled 'Grammar Techniques
Using Sounds, Songs, Signs & Stories' for ELT Teachers. In 2005, a workshop, 'Use of Theatre Activities for Teaching English
was conducted by Ms Nala Nantha. Since then the Chapter has remained inactive until rcecently. In 2018, the Chapter was
newly registered and is led by Chapter Leader Gladys Francis Joseph. The committee is indeed diverse and hope to reach
teachers, trainee teachers and students in Kuala Lumpur, Selangor and Negeri Sembilan. The outreach programmes would
include ‘English-in Camp’ and other programmes to support HIP in schools.
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The Terengganu Chapter

A group photo taken
after the first meeting.
Azlinda Bt Abd Aziz
Chapter Leader,
MELTA Terengganu Chapter

It is such an honour to find that
MELTA finally managed to collaborate
with Terengganu State Education
Department (JPNT) and other higher
education institutions such as Teacher
Education Institution (IPG KDRI and
IPG Sultan Mizan, Universiti Malaysia
Terengganu, Universiti Sultan Zainal
Abidin and Universiti Teknologi Mara
beginning 1 February 2018 at JPNT.
Two representatives from MELTA,
Miss Chandrakala A/P Raman and
Dr. Sivabala Naidu came and briefed
on the process of setting up MELTA
Terengganu Chapter. On the second
meeting, chapter has discussed
to carry out a few activities for the
chapter. The Terengganu Leader is
Azlinda bt Abd Aziz, with Rosyati bt
Abdul Rashid as Secretary and Dr Azza
Jauhar Ahmad Tajuddin as Treasurer.
The first meeting held at the Terengganu State Education Department was chaired by Wan
Zuraidi b. Che Wan Zaid, Principal Assistant Director (English), Terengganu State Education
Department.
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The Kuantan Chapter
The MELTA Kuantan chapter was
established in June 2009 under the
leadership of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Normah
Othman as the Chapter Leader and Ms
Faridah bt Abd Rahman,Ms Suhaila bt
Hj Mukhtar Secretary and Mr Suriya
Kumar a/l Sinnadurai as the Treasurer.
The chapter was formed as there was
a great need for a platform for teachers
in Kuantan, to enhance their English
language teaching skills and also a
basis for networking among English
Language educators in Kuantan
District. The first programme organised
by the MELTA Kuantan Chapter was a
workshop on ‘Creativity and Innovation
in English Language Teaching’ on 4

April 2010, with 100 participants from
districts all over Pahang. We had the
privilege of the company Prof. Dr.
Ganakumaran, En Aslam Khan, the late
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Teh Chee Seng and
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mohd Kamarul Kabilan
with us. The teachers who attended
the workshop were very pleased and
felt they would be able to put the
ideas and creativity that they have
gained to good use in their classroom
teaching. The MELTA Kuantan Chapter
was also instrumental in assisting
MELTA organise its 19th International
Conference for the east coast region
on 11 and 12 June 2010. With the
retirement of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Normah,
the Kuantan Chapter was not able to
function as there were no alternate

Chairperson to continue its activities.
Fast forward in May 2018, the MELTA
Kuantan Chapter was revived with the
Chapter leader Pn Noor Azlinda bt
Zainal Abidin at its helm, with Rozie
bt Zakaria as Secretary and Suriya
as the Treasurer. Our first event, was
a seminar on sharing of best practices
and also the Kuantan Chapter Launch
which was held on 14 July at University
College of Yayasan Pahang, Taman
Gelora Campus, Kuantan. With a
team of young dynamic, vibrant and
committee educators from various
institutions, the Kuantan Chapter looks
forward to organising more seminars
and workshops for the benefit of
educators in Kuantan.

Participants and MELTA committee members led by Vice-President I, Mr Aslam Khan, Chapter Bureau Head Ms Chandrakala and Chapter Leader
Ms Noor Azlinda Binti Zainal Abidin, gathered for a group photo after its seminar on ‘Sharing Best Practices’ and Chapter launch on 14 July 2018.
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The Kuantan Chapter Committee Members headed by Chapter Leader Noor Azlinda Binti Zainal Abidin

A member since 2000, I started participating in
2007 and 2008, and...
presented a paper in MELTA Kuching, in 2010. I participated in the MELTA
Malachi Edwin Creative Teacher Showcase and the Colloquium at the Palace of
Golden Horses.
My chanced encounter with Ms Chandrakala, the Director of MELTA Chapters
in 2017, during a workshop I conducted in PPD Kuantan, Pahang, led to the
registration of the MELTA Kuantan Chapter (MKC) in September 2017. Together
with 10 members from pre-school to tertiary levels, we formed the Chapter and
I was appointed the Chapter Leader.
On 14 July 2018, MKC was officially launched by MELTA Vice President I, Mr
Aslam Khan, in conjunction with the seminar, ‘Best Practices and Passion at Its
Best’ held in Kuantan. The invited speakers were Mr Samuel Isaiah, Pn Noorjahan
Sultan and Mr Shafeirulzaman. MKC hopes to support and contribute to the
professional development of educators and learners in Kuantan and Pahang as
a whole.
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NOOR AZLINDA
BINTI ZAINAL
ABIDIN
Kuantan
Chapter Leader

Being in MELTA, has
inspired and motivated
me to...
adopt various approaches in teaching. The
knowledge which I have gained from attending
the workshops and seminars or conferences
has been most valuable and practical. I
personally believe that the establishment of
the Kuantan Chapter is timely, as we will be
able to have a partnership and networking of
speakers and trainers, a sharing from both
east and west Malaysia.

Suriya Kumar
a/l Sinnadurai
Treasurer of Kuantan
Chapter 2010 and
2018
News coverage of the seminar ‘Sharing Best Practices’ and the
Kuantan Chapter launch in Berita Harian, 17 July 2018.

The Melaka Chapter
The Melaka Chapter was recently launched in 2018. The
Chapter Leader is Jai Shree Bipinchandra with Daphane
Rosalind Henry Thomas as Secretary and PM Nagarajan
Pillay Murugapan as Treasurer. The Chapter has already
established telegram, or apps groups as their networking
and organisational tools and will soon make their virtual
presence on the Internet. The Chapter is planning a launch
cum Chapter activity.
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The Penang Chapter
The MELTA Penang Chapter, (formerly
known as MELTA Seberang Jaya) was
established in 2003 by the English
Language Department at the Institute
of Teacher Education, Tuanku Bainun
Campus in Bukit Mertajam. This idea
was mooted by the former President of
MELTA, Professor Dr. Edwin Malachi.
Puveneswaran Karuppiah served as
the first president and Laysee Gregory
was secretary.
At the beginning, the chapter’s
initial activity focused on providing
professional learning support for five
cohorts of non-graduate primary

The Seberang Jaya-Penang Chapter held The Language Arts Showcase 2017 on 31 March
2017 at the Kirkby Hall Foyer.

MELTA has given me a great opportunity to
contribute...
in the field of English language education, and to connect with colleagues and friends nationwide and globally
since being a MELTA life member in 2004. I was appointed the MELTA Seberang Jaya Chapter Secretary in 2006
and the Penang Chapter Leader in 2016.
My early involvement with MELTA include organising professional development courses, seminar and workships
for the 5-year In-Service English Language Degree in TESL Programs for non-graduate teachers in Penang.
Under MELTA, my undergraduate TESL students and I won the top six in the ‘SAY-IT-WITH-OXFORD
COMPETITION 2016’ representing Malaysia. My students also won the Silver Award for the language game they
developed at the Innovation Competition 2016 in Penang.
Other activities organised by the Chapter for the student teachers at the Institute of Teacher Education incluse
conducting Language Arts Showcase, Friday Children’s Theatre, watching Shakespeare plays and drama at the
PenangPac, attending drama courses, etc.
The Penang Chapter team also set up a Self-Access Learning Centre at SJKT Ladang Boh, Cameron Highlands
in November 2016. This activity was a community service as well a Professional Learning Community program
for the teachers and the aboriginal students at the school.
The Penang Chapter will continue to assist MELTA Malaysia on improving the quality and enjoyment of English
language through professional development, research and fostering good practices in ELT.
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LAYSEE
GREGORY
Penang
Chapter Leader

school teachers who were undergoing
the TESL twinning degree programme
between IPGKTB and USM. Their
efforts have laid a strong foundation
upon which these English Language
teachers could keep abreast with the
latest trends in ELT.
Currently, the Chapter Leader is Mrs
Laysee Gregory, with Puveneswaran
as Secretary and Mr En Lean Teik
as Treasurer plus Yeoh Hee Hee as
Committee Member. From 2018
onwards, the Seberang Jaya Chapter
will be known as the MELTA Penang
Chapter.
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Highlight NORCELE 2018
In April 2018, The Penang Chapter initiated the Northern Zone Research Conference in English Language Education
(NORCELE) 2018 in collaboration with the Institute of Teacher Education, Tuanku Bainun Campus Penang. This
conference serves as a platform for academics, teachers and undergraduates to share their research in English
Language Education, in line with the Ministry of Education’s vision for Malaysia to become a centre of excellence for
tertiary education.

From left:
Tn Hj Abdul Latif Mustanuddin
(Head of Language Dept
IPGKTN), Professor S.
Ganakumaran (MELTA
President), Mr. Mohd Saat Abas
(Deputy Director of IPGKTB),
Mr. Aslam Khan (MELTA, Vice
President I), Mrs Laysee (MELTA
Penang Chapter Leader)

A group photo of participants who attended the Northern Zone Research Conference in English Language Education (NORCELE) 2018.

70

NORCELE 2018 was held in conjuction with the launch of the Penang Chapter.
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The Tawau Chapter
A visit from Prof Dr Ganakumaran,
MELTA President in April 2004, led to
the launch of the Tawau Chapter in 19
– 20 November 2004. A ‘Reading for
Fun’ Workshop was held in conjunction
with the launch at the Seafest Hotel at
Semporna and about 100 participants
attended the event. The Chapter Leader
was Ms Vera Voo Mui Yin, Secretary
was Ms A. Paramesvary and Treasurer
was Khoo Thau Ling. Currently, the
Tawau Chapter is in the process of
being revived.

The Kuching Chapter
The Chapter was officially launched in February 2011 with Mr Chua Kee Man as the Chapter Leader, Ms Hezelynn anak
Rimbar as Secretary and Mr Clarence Jerry as Treasurer. This Chapter Committee was actively involved in supporting MELTA’s
21st International Conference held in Kuching 2012 and Asia-TEFL Conference held in Kuching 2014. Various professional
development workshops including the 21st century ELTL strategies, MELTA ‘Skill-UP Weekends’, English Camps and even
Melt-A-Heart Campaign’ were organised. In 2017, Dr Souba Rethinasamy took over as Chapter Leader. Due to work
commitments, Ms Faith Wong Woei Ling is the current Chapter Leader and is in the process of re-establishing the committee.
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The Sandakan Chapter
The Chapter was actively organising courses
and activities and inviting MELTA speakers
since 1997. Many of the early meetings were
held at the homes of Committee members. On
26 February 2005, the Chapter was officially
launched at Sandbay Hotel in Sandakan and
headed by Chapter Leader Ms Monica Loh
Pui Ling, Secretary Ms Christina Math and
later Ms Santhi Krishnan and Treasurer Ms
Rozita bt Sulaiman. A half-day workshop
‘Creative Strategies for Developing Oracy Skills’
attended by 200 participants was conducted
in conjunction with the launch of the chapter.
In March 2007, the Chapter collaborated with
British Council to conduct a Drama Workshop
by Mr Brian Cracknell. The Chapter is revived in
2018 with Ms Shanthi RG Krishnan as Chapter
Leader and a Committee has been assembled.
Activities have been planned by the Chapter for
The launch of the MELTA Sandakan Chapter on 26 February 2005
the year 2018-2019.
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The Kota Kinabalu
Chapter
First established in 2008 with Mr Mohd
Fadzli Rozan as the Chapter Leader,
the Chapter played an active role in the
2008 MELTA International Conference
held in Kota Kinabalu.
In 2016, the Kota Kinabalu Chapter was

revived with a new team. Ease Chang
was elected the Chapter Leader, Cynthia
James as Secretary and Siti Aishah bt
Mazlan as Treasurer with Shubashini,
Ian and Nigel in the Committee. The
MELTA KK Chapter Symposium
‘Share Your Story—What Works and
What Doesn’t—Best Practices for ELT
in Sabah ESL Classrooms with 200
strong participants was conducted

in conjunction with the launch. The
KK Chapter with their various Sabah
partners gave their full support
during the 26th MELTA International
Conference held in Kota Kinabalu
in 2017. Currently, the Chapter
established its facebook website,
telegrams apps as its networking and
organisational tools.

The most interesting experience we have
encountered? Undeniably, ...

EASE CHANG
Kota Kinabalu
Chapter Leader
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organising the 26th MELTA International Conference in Kota Kinabalu!
Looking back, we tease each other for being crazy or over-ambitious
for initiating it. We started the chapter with only 6 committee members.
With the humble intention of providing a much desired international
professional development platform for educators in Sabah, the six of
us proposed to host the next MELTA International Conference in Kota
Kinabalu! We presented this proposal to the MELTA Exco committee and
the rest, as they say, is history. Well in our case, more like history in
the making. Although we were inundated with long to-do lists, we were
thrilled to be a part of this. Due to the distance from Kuala Lumpur, we
were given a greater mandate in making this work. Responsibilities which
included contacting the ministers in Sabah and officials from the Sabah
State government for potential local sponsorships, collaborating with
Sabah State Education officers to promote the conference, providing
logistic assistance, communicating with the local media for news
coverage, assisting teachers in Sabah to participate in the conference
either as presenters or participants, and the hectic list goes on. If truth be
told, we were overwhelmed. Most of the time, the commitment required
us to go beyond our own personal comfort zones. We would not however
trade it for anything as the experience has allowed us the room to grow
both professionally and personally. Above all, we have grown closer as
one big MELTA family who always have each other’s backs.

The KK Chapter Committee Members with
Dr Sivabala, MELTA Director of Special Interest Group

The KK Chapter Committee Members led by Chapter Leader Ease Chang

Rinamurnirah Binti Nasir
was the proud winner of the
Logo Design competition
held in Kota Kinabalu
in conjunction with the
MELTA 26th International
Conference in 2017. Seen
here with Chapter Leader
Ease Chang and the MELTA
Executive Committee
headed by MELTA President
Professor Dr Ganakumaran.
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Highlight

Brain-based Vocabulary Learning and Writing
Workshop in Kota Marudu

In the early April, some officers from the Kota Marudu District Education Office approached MELTA Kota Kinabalu
Chapter requesting for a vocabulary workshop for the English teachers in Kota Marudu as their need analysis
suggested that the teachers needed more support in vocabulary learning and teaching, especially in assisting the
remedial learners. With the intention of giving them our best, we contacted the MELTA Director of Training, Associate
Professor Datin Dr. Cynthia Yolanda Doss from the University of Nottingham Malaysia Campus, whose expertise lie
in brain-based vocabulary learning approach. When contacted, Dr. Cynthia immediately agreed to fly to Sabah to
conduct the workshop. We were thrilled and immensely grateful. Upon discussions with Dr. Cynthia, we decided to
expand the collaboration by conducting a workshop for 161 SMK Bengkongan students and 65 SK Bengkongan and
SK Taritipan students in Kota Marudu. It is also Melta Kota Kinabalu Chapter’s first outreach programme for 2018.
We started the workshop with the primary school students and then the secondary school students. The handson workshop exposed the students on maximizing the strengths of their brain in vocabulary learning. As for the
secondary school students, they were further exposed to the brain bloom technique in writing. At the end of the
workshop for the secondary school students, Dr. Cynthia selected the two best pieces of writing and the groups were
awarded for their efforts. The students were really motivated after that.
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On the third day of the workshop, teachers were exposed to the brain-based vocabulary learning approach by linking
the theoretical and practical aspects of it. The hands-on activities enabled them to experience and further comprehend
the application of those brain-based learning tools. The workshop ended with a question and answer session which
went very well as they actively asked questions and shared their own classroom experiences. Based on the feedback
we received, they described the input session as refreshing, motivating and valuable especially in assisting them to
boost the writing performance of their students. In turn, they have certainly inspired us as well to carry out more courses
of this nature.
All in all, the collaboration with the Kota Marudu District Education Office has given us the impetus to continuously serve
the nation by bridging the gap for the rural learners and teachers. We were genuinely happy to have witnessed their
passion for learning and embracing new ideas and concepts. Melta Kota Kinabalu will be planning more collaborative
efforts with other district education offices in the future in the hope to give back to the community. To learn more about
the take-away of the students, please visit our Facebook page.
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Our International Partnerships
MELTA maintains a close relationship with ELT organisations in the region, knowing that such relationships will foster greater
networking opportunities. To formalise this relationship, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is signed with these
organisations.
The first MOU was signed with PALT (The Philippines Association of Language Teachers), in 2007. In June 2009, MOUs were
exchanged with SLELTA (Sri Lanka English Language Teachers Association) and KATE (Korea Association of Teachers of
English). In 2011, an MOU was signed with the Bangladesh English Language Teaching Association (BELTA).
By January 2012, MELTA had signed MOUs with seven ELT associations (The Philippines Association of Language Teachers,
Thai TESOL, LIA Indonesia, TEFLIN-Indonesia, Bangladesh English Language Teaching Association, Korean Association of
Teachers of English, and Sri Lanka English Language Teachers Association).

Bangladesh English
Language Teachers
Association

Brunei English
Language Teachers
Association
PALT (The Philippines
Association of Language
Teachers)

Thai
TESOL
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TEFLIN
Indonesia

In May 2012 at the MELTA Annual Conference held in Kuala Lumpur, JALT (Japan Association of Language Teachers) signed
and exchanged an MOU with MELTA, making the total number of MOU associates to eight.
By August 2014, MELTA had signed and exchanged MOUs with 12 associations, the latest additions being HAAL (Hong Kong
Association of Applied Linguistics) and BELTA (Brunei English Language Teachers Association) who exchanged the MOU with
MELTA at the 2013 MELTA Annual Conference in Johor Bharu. Since then, MELTA has signed MOUs with other organisations
such as KOTESOL and ETA-ROC. To date, MELTA has signed MOUs with 13 organisations.
MELTA currently has MOUs with 13 associate partners, made up of ELT organisations in several countries. They are as follows:
• ETA, ROC, Taiwan
• Thai TESOL, Thailand
• BELTA, Brunei
• KOTESOL, Korea
• KATE, Korea
• PALT, Philippines
• JALT, Japan
• BELTA, Bangladesh
• IFT, International Forum for Teachers, Sri Lanka
• JACET, Japan
• TEFLIN, Indonesia
• ELT@I, English Language Teachers Association of India
• HAAL, Hong Kong
As part of the MOUs, MELTA sends its members to conferences/seminars/workshops organised by the associate partners.
To qualify for this grant, members can visit our website. Successful applicant will represent MELTA and will be provided with
accommodation for the duration of the conference, a confirmed presentation slot as well as a fee waiver. In return, MELTA
hosts representatives of these associate partners at MELTA’s annual conference.

Hong Kong Association of College
English Teachers

Kate (Korea Association of
Teachers of English)

JACET (Japan Association of
College English Teachers)

The Japan Association for
Appled Linguistics
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My links with MELTA goes back to 2002
when I met...

Dr Arifa
Rahman
Vice-President and
International Coordinator
Bangladesh English
Language Teachers
Association (BELTA)

the South Asian Teachers Association Representatives in SriLanka at
the SLELTA Conference. There we informally agreed to work together
sharing best practices in EL teacher development. Over the years, we
collaborated through Asia TEFL too as Executive Council members.
There were conference presentations. In 2011, Dr Malachi Edwin
Vethamani (then President MELTA) came as a plenary speaker to the
BELTA International conference in Dhaka. Here, he shared an MOU
and we signed it, formally becoming TA Associates. Access to on-line
publications, invitations to publish in journals and facilitating members
to attend each other’s international conferences with registration waiver
and free accommodation has certainly benefitted both partners.

This international collaboration with MELTA
and BELTA came about...

Abdul Wafi
Sia bin
Abdullah Sia
President
Brunei English
Language Teachers
Association (BELTA)

80

in 2008 during the tenure of our previous president Datin Hjh Khadijah
binti Hj Akbar. Ever since the collaboration, the two sides have continued
to give support by sending representatives to attend as well as present
papers. The learning is not just from the information rich presentations
of the conference but also it also gave ideas on the running of the
conferences held by MELTA. The Executive Committee members of
MELTA are very accommodating and show concern for fellow affiliates
coming over to MELTA's conferences.

On behalf of Thailand TESOL Executive
Committee and members, I would...
like to congratulate MELTA on the occasion of its 60th anniversary.
MELTA and Thailand TESOL were similar in several ways. We were
both founded in the early eighties and we have been working towards
the same goal: to empower teachers of English so that they could carry
out their teaching to address the highly competitive demand of the 21st
century.

Let’s Here

Associate
Professor
Suchada
The relationship
of the two associations, as a matter of fact, started in
from Our
International
Partners...
Nimannit
the second decade when the then MELTA President Professor Dr. Edwin
President, Thailand TESOL
Malachi attended Thailand TESOL in 2003 and signed a memorandum
(2000-2003)
TESOL Board of Directors
of understanding with Thailand TESOL. We started to collaborate by
(2004-2007)
helping each other publicizing academic conferences and exchanging
Director, Rangsit English
our publications. In addition, Thailand TESOL has worked closely
Language Institute
(2016-present)
with MELTA and such international association as AsiaTEFL. Our
relationship was enhanced when Thailand TESOL inviting MELTA
leaders, Professor Dr. Ganakumaran Subramaniam and Professor Dr.
Malachi Edwin Vethamani to be our key speakers in 2009 and 2012
and Thailand TESOL leaders were invited to present their works at
MELTA conferences. Thailand TESOL has seen various initiatives that
MELTA provides to support English language teaching professionals in
Malaysia. The conference presentations have been highly productive,
the teachers’ projects diverse and the publications exceptional. On this
auspicious occasion, I would like to congratulate MELTA, its Executive
Committees and members for the 60 years of achievement and wish
you the very best for the years to come!
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Do your students struggle with writing?
Do your students struggle with writing?
We can
help!with writing?
Do your students
struggle
We can help!
Do your students
struggle
We can
help!with writing?
We can help!

FOR STUDENTS, BY PROFESSORS.
MAKING WRITING EASIER. MAKING TEACHING EASIER.

OUR SERVICE TO
THE NATION
83

MELTA INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES
The MELTA Bureaus
MELTA Training Bureau
MELTA Research and Development Bureau
MELTA Journals Bureau
MELTA Publications Bureau
MELTA Special Interest Groups Bureau
MELTA Technologies Bureau
Special Projects:
Way With Words
A MELTA CSR Project:
MELT-A-HEART
Making a Difference — My MELT-A-HEART Journey
MELTA Makes Headlines
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MELTA International Conferences
Connecting ELT Communities Across the Globe

M

ELTA has been organising
conferences since 1991. For
the first ten years, biennial
international
conferences
were
organised. From the year 2000, annual
conferences became the norm. Since
2001, MELTA has organised ‘travelling’
conferences: these are held in at least
three venues, one either in Sabah
or Sarawak. MELTA conferences are
exciting and enriching events for
educators, students, parents and
the corporate education sector. The
conference high powered academic
programme consists of panels,
paper and poster presentations,
demonstrations
and
workshops.
It introduces the Malaysian ELT
community to ESL/EFL professionals
from outside Malaysia and introduce
Malaysia to those from abroad and
provides a platform to discuss,
deliberate and debate global trends

and innovations in English language
teaching and learning. The themes of
the conference always captures the
mood and trends of the education
landscape.

In order to encourage and promote
professionalism among Malaysian
English language teachers and
in recognition of those who have
contributed greatly to MELTA and to
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English language education in Malaysia
in general, MELTA has instituted
various awards that are presented to
outstanding personalities from time
to time at its conferences. Among the
awards are:
The Hyacinth Gaudart Award is
presented to an outstanding Malaysian
teacher who has performed above and
beyond the call of duty in trying and
challenging situations.

Markus Gatuman@Marcusraja, the proud
recipient of the 'Hyacinth Gaudart Award'
for English Language Teachers at the 23rd
MELTA International Conference 2014 in
Kuching, Sarawak

The Basil Wijasuriya Award is for the
best presentation by a teacher at the
annual MELTA conference.
The Lifetime Contribution Award.
MELTA stands today on the foundation
that was, from the very first day of its
inception, firmly and solidly built by a
number of outstanding individuals.
The Raja Zarith Award. This is an
award meant to recognise and thank
individuals and organisations that
have contributed greatly to the growth
and development of MELTA as well
as played a prominent role in the
field of English language education in
Malaysia.
The MELTA Outstanding School
ELT Project Award. This is an award
presented to schools in the State where
the annual MELTA conference is held.
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Datuk Dr Mary Yap Kain Ching receiving the 'Lifetime Contribution Award' from DYMM
Raja Zarith Sofiah Binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah, Permaisuri Johor at the 26th MELTA
International Conference in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah in 2017.

It is presented to schools that have
organised and implemented creative
and interesting English language
projects on a school-wide scale.
The
MELTA
Creative
Teacher
Showcase is also organised in
conjunction with the MELTA annual
conference.
The MELTA Malachi Edwin Creative
Teacher Showcase Award. This
award is presented to participants who
showcase teaching innovations and/
or teaching simulations of effective
methods/practices.
The
MELTA
Creative Teacher Showcase is also
organised in conjunction with the
MELTA annual conference.
MELTA has also devised and runs a
competition for schools, most often in
concurrence with the annual MELTA
conferences. Titled the ‘MELTA Way
With Words Competition’ challenges

students to improve their spelling,
increase their vocabulary, learn
concepts and develop correct English
usage. Above all, the competition aims
to instil interest in learning English
among students. These aims take
shape in a language competition that
promises challenges to participants,
not only in applying language skills but
also thinking skills, in a fun way. The
MELTA Way With Words Competition
is open to ALL schools and comprises
two categories: Upper Primary (10-12
years old) and Lower Secondary (13-15
years old).

MELTA also organises annual national
special projects such as the MELTA
Graduate Research Colloquium and
the MELTA National Literacies Day.

In fulfilment of its corporate social
responsibility, MELTA organises various
social responsibility projects under its
MELT-A-HEART banner. Among its
various activities, it collects new or
pre-loved English language books from
generous publishers and individuals for
distribution to less-advantaged schools
in remote rural areas of the country.
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In my twenty-five years of being part of MELTA
Conferences, I have ...
seen changes and some dynamics of our field that remain the same. MELTA has reflected
changes in English Language teaching in that since the early 90s our profession has become
more specialised, in many areas including Computer Assisted Language Learning and English
for Specific Purposes. CALL overpromised much just as with the language laboratories of old,
while ESP moved away from notional functional frameworks to more intricate cost and benefitbased specialisations. The Common European framework has been promoted and repackaged far
beyond its original purposes while cash registers ring in lands to the north. MELTA has responded
and grown in complexity, empowerment and community involvement.

Professor
Stephen J Hall
Sunway University
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Some challenges remain the same. Technologies and an over reliance on assessment tools still do
not deliver panaceas to aid our work. Yet I do write about Mobile Assisted Language learning and
lessons from phone ap design.
Fundamental challenges seen to continue through the decades. We still have the political tos
and fros of policy change. An overreliance on imported expertise remains to be contested and
refocussed on developing self-sufficiency in teacher development. The core focus which is
a constant in all parts of ELT is the quality of interaction between learners and the facilitators
of learning. What happens in plurilingual sites of learning or classrooms is central to our work.
Approaches, methods and techniques will probably still be debated in MELTA Conferences sixty
years from now.
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The MELTA Bureaus

I

Special Projects
The Special Projects Bureau aims to organise
theme-based national level special projects
and to support the Malaysian government
in implementing and evaluating policies
related to English language education. These
include rural community projects, National
Colloquiums and National Competitions. The
Research and Development
The Research and Development Bureau at bureau also organises and runs MELTA’s social
MELTA aims to initiate and conduct research responsibility projects which are subsumed
that has relevance to current ELT concerns in under MELTA’s ‘Melt-a-Heart’ endeavours.
Malaysia and create a greater awareness of
issues in ELT theory and practice among MELTA Publications
The Publications Bureau aims to disseminate
members and the public.
recent work and research by Malaysian and
international experts, and ensure continued
Special Interest Groups
The overall aim of the MELTA Special Interest publication of the MELTA Annual. MELTA is
Groups (SIG) is to provide a platform for currently collaborating with Universiti Sains
engagement of and access to viewpoints and Malaysia Press for the publication of the
ideas from Malaysia and around the world ‘MELTA-USM ELT in South East Asia Series’.
through an easily accessible online forum
approach. Discussions in the Online forum are Journals
moderated by SIG coordinators well-versed in The Journals Bureau manages the publication
specific areas of English Language Education. of MELTA’s two peer-reviewed journals, The
Apart from moderation and administration English Teacher and the Malaysian Journal
tasks, SIG coordinators are also responsible for of ELT Research. Both journals are published
encouraging the organization of SIG Seminars online and accessible for free through MELTA’s
website. They are indexed by the Malaysian
amongst popular forum discussion groups.
n 2008, MELTA made significant changes to
its profile and the structure of the committee
to widen its scope and reflect a national
professional organisation. The MELTA committee
now consists of an executive council and a
bureau of directors.

Citation Centre, Ministry of Higher Education
and since November 2015, The English Teacher
has been included in Thomson Reuters’
Emerging Sources Citation Index.
Chapters
The MELTA Chapters Bureau administers
activities in different parts of the country so
that MELTA members can meet and carry out
activities according to their own local needs,
thus ensuring the dissemination of current and
state-of-the-art knowledge and expertise.
Technologies
The Technologies Bureau aims to promote
ELT at all levels, to provide the latest online
information and news regarding ELT in
Malaysia, and to provide references relating to
technology matters in the ELT world.
Training
The Training Bureau administers a range of
top quality training programmes to Malaysian
educators, learners and the corporate sector.
Custom-based programmes are also designed
to meet the various needs of clients. The
committee also collaboratively conducts
training with other professional bodies.
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MELTA Training Bureau

Assoc. Prof Datin Cynthia Yolanda Doss, Ph.D
The
MELTA
Training
Bureau
administers a range of top quality
training programmes and workshops to
Malaysian schools, educators, learners
and the corporate sector. Custombased programmes are also designed
to meet the various needs of clients.
The committee also collaboratively
conducts
training
with
other
professional bodies and universities.
MELTA is deeply committed to
representing all Malaysian English
language
educators,
contributing
towards their continuous professional
development in line with national
goals and aspirations. MELTA is
run
completely
by
Malaysians
professionally involved in the teaching
of English language and education in the
English language. MELTA has a sound
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research-driven knowledge base on
language education in Malaysia and the
important role of English in education
advancements. MELTA’s strength lies
in its in-depth understanding about
education in Malaysia at all levels. The
organisation is well-networked and
respected nationally and internationally.
In Malaysia, MELTA serves at advisory
level committees for the Ministry of
Education. We have successfully
conducted training and Workshops:
MUET for the Royal Military College,
Writing for Scientific journals for
Seremban Hospital, Program evaluation
for Q’ Dees, Mind Mapping for St.
Paul’s Primary School, Workshop for
Teachers and Schools in a few schools
in Sabah among others.

The Training Bureau’s Education
Consultancy arm can undertake the
following specific areas of engagement:
1

Develop and lead training sessions
and interactive workshops.

2

Introduce and incorporate adult
learning theory and instructional
design for all types of training.

3

Design and/or utilise measurement/
assessment tools to evaluate the
effectiveness of learning solutions
provided.

4

Identify goals and opportunities
based on an understanding of the
client’s needs.

5

Document findings in writing.

6

Contribute to the development and
enhancement of policies, practices,

training, support materials and
strategies.
7

8

Conduct clinical and/or quality
assurance investigations based
on pre-set or custom designed
protocols or standards.
Engage in individual and collective
assessment
delivery
and
achievement targets.

9

Provide counselling and resources
to assist clients in overcoming
barriers.

10 Prepare reports as required by
client
11 Review and assess client’s needs
for training.

12 Undertake
stakeholder
learning needs analysis
assessments.

and
and

partnerships
and
13 Establish
opportunities
with
education
providers.
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MELTA Research and
Development Bureau
Paramaswari Jaganathan, Ph.D

T

he Research and Development
Bureauis established by MELTA in
line with the vision and aspirations
of the association to contribute to the
development of English Language
Education in Malaysia. The main aim of
the bureauis to support the advancement
of knowledge and to create a greater
awareness of issues in theory and
practice in English Language Education
Research among MELTA members and
the public.
The Bureau is responsible for the
organisation of the annual MELTA

100

International Research Conference in
English Language Education. A unique
feature of the conference is that every
presentation will be judged by a panel
of experts as presenters compete for
several MELTA awards for excellence in
research in English language education.
The researchers have the opportunity to
benchmark their research against others
researching the field. They are also able
to receive feedback from the judges as
well as an opportunity to learn about
current research areas being explored in
English language education.
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MELTA Journals Bureau
Subarna Sivapalan, Ph.D

M

ELTA publishes two peer reviewed
journals, The English Teacher
and the Malaysian Journal of
ELT Research. Of the two, The English
Teacher was first published as a bulletin in
1971. Later, in 1986, the first issue of The
English Teacher journal was published.
This possibly makes The English Teacher
Malaysia’s oldest ELT publication. MELTA’s
second journal publication is the Malaysian
Journal of ELT Research (MaJER).
The English Teacher (ISSN 0128-7729)
promotes effective English language
teaching and learning, and it is intended for
teachers and instructors who are primarily
involved in teaching children and adults.
This is a refereed journal published once a
year before 2012. In 2012, two issues were
published, and from 2013 onwards, it has
been publishing three issues (April, August,
December) per year. It is an open access
online journal. The English Teacher has been
in publication since 1987 and is indexed in
MyCite, a citation index system developed
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by the Malaysian Citation Centre, Ministry
of Higher Education, Malaysia. The English
Teacher is also indexed in the ASEAN
Citation Index.
The Malaysian Journal of ELT Research
(ISSN: 1511-8002) aims to advance
knowledge of and to develop expertise
in critical and scientific inquiry in English
language teaching and learning. The journal
is intended for academicians, researchers,
teacher educators and graduate students
who are involved in research and
dissemination of knowledge in the field.
This is a refereed online journal which will
publish articles in an ongoing manner. All
articles in this journal undergo anonymous
peer review by two referees. The journal is
indexed by the Malaysian Citation Centre,
through the MyJurnal online system.
Authors are invited to submit articles that
provide practical techniques and strategies
for ELT, identify effective classroom-tested
instructional techniques and/or provide

descriptions of procedures that can be
implemented in classrooms with a variety of
students. Articles may also focus on insights
and understanding about ELT research and
its application to the classroom.
MELTA Journals can be accessed online at
https://journals.melta.org.my/
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MELTA Publications Bureau

Tam Lye Suan

T

he MELTA Publications Bureau
is involved in developing content
and materials for publications.
MELTA has, in the past, published the
quarterly newsletter, MELTA Matters
and also the highly successful MeltaSasbadi ELT series. MELTA Matters
has since evolved over the years and
is now the MELTA Annual. MELTA
has also continued to establish new
partnerships for publications. It is
currently collaborating with Universiti
Sains Malaysia Press for the publication
of the ‘MELTA-USM ELT in South East
Asia Series’.
The Bureau aims to disseminate recent
work and research by Malaysian and
international experts, and to ensure
continued publication of the MELTA
Annual.
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MELTA Special Interest Groups Bureau
CPD Just Got More Exciting
Sivabala Naidu, Ph.D

A

meeting between five fresh
TESOL
graduates
and
I
over coffee in 2014 led to
the beginning of MELTA’s ‘Teacher
Development for Beginning English
Teachers (TEDBET)—Special Interest
Group (SIG)’. The primary aim of this
SIG is to provide beginning English
language teachers, a more systematic
form of mentoring by experts in MELTA
while at the same time, establish
a national-level platform for the
professional development of early
career EL teachers.

TEDBET members. TEDBET also
organises periodical webinars known
as BEEP (Best English Education
Practices) involving beginning EL
teachers as presenters. TEDBET,
CHILD and BEEP have now become
important features of MELTA and are
likely to continue playing an important
role in the continuous professional
development of beginning EL teachers
in Malaysia.

TEDBET’s first project was CHILD 1.0
(Camp-House for Innovative Language
Development 1.0) held in 2015. The
project was a roaring success on two
fronts: firstly, it provided an avenue
for students to learn language in a fun
learning environment and secondly,
it led to the development of new
competencies and skills among
105

Summit and 21st Century Workshop

The TEDBET-SIG Team
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MELTA Technologies Bureau

Nurhezrin Anuar

A

s an organisation that in general
runs conferences and publishes
journals, Technologies Bureau
plays a vital role in making sure MELTA
has the best tools to achieve its overall
vision and mission. The ever-expanding
digital revolution of the 21st century is
rapidly changing the way organisations
are managed and embracing digital
technologies would greatly impact

MELTA’s efficiency and reduce physical
footprints as much as possible.
In addition, MELTA can take advantage
of digital technologies to deliver better
conference experience and more visible
journals. In addition, this bureau also
manages MELTA’s official website and

social media accounts such as Facebook
and Twitter. The use of social media
platforms has enable MELTA to reach
out to its members and the public.Latest
information pertaining the association and
current trends in ELT are disseminated in
a fast and effective manner
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Special Projects Bureau
Way With Words

Cheah Swi Ee, Ph.D

W

ay With Words started as
an initiative undertaken by
MELTA to encourage English
language learning, particularly on
vocabulary, among students. The
competition was first launched in 2008
during the 17th MELTA International
Conference in Penang, Selangor and
Sabah. Since then, the competition has
gone through a few upgrades to reflect
the development and needs of English
language education.
Way With Words is an English
language
competition
with
the
Malaysian flavour. Unlike a spelling
competition or Spelling Bee, Way With
Words has been designed to include
English language teaching principles
and elements of a popular traditional
language game. The objective is to
provide participants with an enriching
learning experience through healthy
competition. Apart from being held
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during the annual MELTA international
conference, Way With Words has also
been sponsored by various institutions,
e.g. Expomal, SIME Darby and MIDF, to
be held as CSR or public competitions.
In 2017, the Way with Words
Competition was held in Kota Kinabalu,
in conjunction with the 26th MELTA
International Conference. A totalof 52
teams (156 students) participated in
the competition. There were 29 teams
in the Upper Primary category and
23 teams in the Lower Secondary
category.
The competition is open to all Malaysian
schools with two categories: Upper
Primary (10–12 years old) and Lower
Secondary (13–15 years old). For more
details, visit www.melta.org.my.
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A MELTA CSR Project: MELT-A-HEART
Touching Lives Nationwide

Cheah Swi Ee, Ph.D
In 2009, MELTA launched a book
donation drive known as MELT-AHEART in conjunction with the 18th
MELTA International Conference held
in Johor Bahru, Johor. Ten years later
today, what began as an initiative to
extend the altruistic services of MELTA
from language teachers to primary
school pupils has become a tradition
of the annual MELTA international
conference.
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Each year, MELT-A-HEART makes
an active call to the conference
delegates, exhibitors, and guests as
well as companies and corporations to
contribute new books (non-workbook
type) or cash. During the conference,
this CSR project is undertaken by
the MELTA junior ambassadors who
commit themselves wholeheartedly in
manning the MELT-A-HEART booth to
facilitate the collection, sorting out as

well as packing of books donated. All
the contributions will then be channeled
to disadvantaged and needy charitable
homes and/or schools.
Regular
participants
of
MELTA
international conferences would always
look out for the MELT-A-HEART booth
to donate books they have brought
along. In return, they receive a MELT-AHEART insignia in the form of a sticker.

Over the years, many participants have been heard commenting that attending MELTA conference is incomplete until they have
collected the MELT-A-HEART sticker on their conference tags. To date, MELT-A-HEART has benefitted more than 40 primary
schools across different states in Malaysia. This CSR project is truly a testimony of MELTA commitment towards raising literacy
in primary school pupils in Malaysia.
2017 MELT-A-HEART Beneficiaries

SK Keguraan, Jalan Kudat, Kampung
Keguraan, 89158 Kota Belud, Sabah.

SJK (C) Hwa Lian, KM 1, Jalan Mission,
89057 Kudat, Sabah.

SK Petagas, Peti Surat 55, 89457 Tanjung Aru,
Sabah.
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Making a Difference

My MELT-A-HEART Journey
Raveenajit Kaur Kalvant Singh

The deeper and thicker the mud, the more beautiful the lotus flower blooms
–Anonymous

Imagine a single pink lotus flower surrounded by deep
muddy waters – there seems to be so much adversity, yet
there is so much beauty. We often take the lotus flower for
granted without giving much thought to its significance,
its underlying message to us all. Its resplendence, its
glory, its beauty, is not merely a feast for the eyes; it is
more importantly a jewel for the heart.
We often conceive that beauty only comes from beauty
itself. Why do we not think otherwise? Is the lotus flower
not symbolic of how beautiful things originate and thrive
in conditions that are commonly perceived as adverse?
Now imagine a child who was born into adversity. We
would be inclined to think that this child does not possess
much potential due to limited circumstances. However,
how true is such a conception? After all, the lotus flower
teaches us that beauty does not necessarily have to
emerge from something beautiful. The beauty here, with
MELT-A-HEART, is the child in a rural school or a charitable
home that this initiative aims to help. Essentially, MELT-AHEART is all about believing that every child is beautiful
despite the circumstances that he or she has been born
into – and he or she has the potential to flourish, just like
the lotus flower.
Little did I know that my love for flowers, especially
the lotus and my appreciation of its significance would
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manifest in my love for MELT-A-HEART. My journey began
when I realised three years ago that the most beautiful
things exist within the depths of adversity and pain. I then
made a promise to myself during that difficult period that
I would devote myself and help others in need and in
pain. Exactly three years later, on the 5th of June 2018,
I was presented with my first opportunity to do just that
through MELT-A-HEART. I asked Professor Ganakumaran
Subramaniam, the President of MELTA and the Head of
the School of Education at the University of Nottingham
Malaysia Campus about what initiative I could get
involved in as I really wished to help people in need. He
suggested MELT-A-HEART, and that was the beginning of
a new journey.
With MELT-A-HEART, I
learnt how to stretch my
personal
boundaries
and limitations in order
to ensure that I did
my best to help the
children. I constantly
imagined children in
need
and
thought
about how I could get
other people involved
in MELT-A-HEART so
that we could help the

children together. I wanted it to be a collaborative initiative
– one that ensured that everyone who contributed knew
the significance of what he or she was doing and I made
every effort to do so when communicating about MELTA-HEART and the cause it promotes with others. It has
been a beautiful experience ever since the first day –
many individuals said that they had been keeping books
to donate them to the right cause. I was so grateful. MELTA-HEART, I realised, is such a great blessing for us all.
I appreciated every single book that came my way and
never turned one down. I worked on ensuring that each
book would be in excellent condition when a child holds
it in his or her hands. I always reminded myself that this
could just be the book that a child would need to be
inspired to flourish.

Library, an initiative to “revolve” books after certain periods
of time in charitable homes so that the children will have
access to an even larger quantity of books rather than a
fixed number. Rotary Club also expressed its interest to
work with MELTA. All these and more, were opportunities
for MELT-A-HEART to impact more children in an even
more meaningful manner. Some individuals offered to
become volunteers to teach the children, and others in
other countries enquired about similar initiatives in their
own country. Therefore, we are beginning to see MELTA-HEART bringing beauty not only to the child it helps
through books, but also through its potential to flourish on
a greater platform at an international level.
This is the story of a girl, her Professor, a simple lotus
flower, and how these all manifested in my MELT-AHEART journey.

I reflected every day and often asked myself why I was
volunteering for MELT-A-HEART. Often we do something
in order to receive something in return – perhaps that is
human nature. However, MELT-A-HEART taught me to
work without thinking of receiving anything in return, as
much as that was possible. If I wanted anything, it was just
to see the pure happiness on the face of the child and to
know that the book represented a ray of hope and brought
delight in his or her heart. For me, MELT-A-HEART meant
the faith that Professor Ganakumaran had in me to do my
best for the children. One thing, however, that Professor
did not realise, is that my work with MELT-A-HEART is a
tribute to him for teaching me to never seek anything in
return for the help that you provide others in need with.
Professor Ganakumaran asked me to write about my
MELT-A-HEART journey. Little did he know that this was
his journey in helping me to help the children.
So, one week later I collected the first 150 books. Two
weeks later, there were 503 books. The number then
increased to 1,693 books on the twentieth day. On the
twenty-fifth day, we collected a total of 2,653 books. On
the final day, we had a total of 3,701 books, all of which
were collected in a duration of about seven weeks. MELTA
also received offers to collaborate with the Revolving
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MELTA Makes Headlines
Latest and Archived News About MELTA
Tam Lye Suan
MELTA continues to make headlines in the press and the media, with its dedication and relentless efforts to elevate the
standard of teaching and learning of English language in Malaysia. As a leading Malaysian non-governmental education
professional organisation, MELTA organises a comprehensive range of activities such as seminars, colloquiums, workshops
and international conferences to benefit practising teachers, academics, students and parents. Being an NGO, MELTA
traditionally collaborates with public and private organisations in general and specific areas in English Language Education.
The press clippings are testimonies of MELTA continuous efforts to promote high quality English Language education in the
country.
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Through the years MELTA has always been brave and sincere in its endeavours to highlight, suggest and share its expertise
for English language education in Malaysia. MELTA has provided a platform for teachers all over the country to have an
opportunity to participate and share knowledge of ELT practices with other professionals from within and outside the country.
MELTA has helped and guided academics, teachers and students along the way and we are so glad that you are around.
Today, after 60 years of service to the nation, it would seem that Malaysia needs you more and more in the coming years.

115

WEBSITE LINKS
2015
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2015/03/30/english-level-in-malaysia-not-that-high-yet-say-teachers/
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/education/2015/08/23/from-proposal-to-postponement/
http://www.malaysiandigest.com/frontpage/282-main-tile/558056-how-can-we-reverse-over-40-years-of-conflicting-education-policies-on-theuse-of-english-in-government-schools.html
http://www.gsmenewsnetwork.com/asia-and-africa-land-of-opportunities-for-smes/itemlist/tag/Prof%20Dr%20Ganakumaran%20Subramaniam
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2015/08/20/more-time-for-form-5-students-compulsory-pass-for-english-and-practical-science-inspm-exam-put-on-h/
http://www.thestar.com.my/story/?file=/2012/6/21/nation/11510373&sec=nation
http://m.thestar.com.my/story.aspx?hl=Right+approach+to+improve+English&sec=metro&id=%7B459677F6-AA95-4903-A04D-B8C818079A1D
%7D
2016
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2016/03/26/english-classes-for-15000-teachers-training-for-those-illequipped-to-teach-subject/
http://perakbn.my/2016/03/02032016-melta-beri-peluang-guru-di-luar-bandar-sertai-persidangan-ke-25-professor-dr-ganakumaran-subramaniam/
2017
https://www.pressreader.com/sri-lanka/sunday-times-sri-lanka/20170903/283678299815106
http://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news.cfm?NewsID=119649
2018
https://www.pressreader.com/sri-lanka/sunday-times-sri-lanka/20180128/283231623503376
https://www.nst.com.my/education/2018/02/332968/building-capacity-increase-english-proficiency
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/education/2018/02/04/building-on-a-benchmark/

116

ELT BEST PRACTICES
MELTA CHANGES LIVES
117

ELT BEST PRACTICES

Combating Gaps: To Produce Quality Scripts Through Intervention
Programmes To Support Struggling Writers
P. Malliga Perumal
21st Century Learning in the 20th Century
Wong Vui Hang
The Journey Towards Hope
Yeoh Li-Ann
Authentic Learning Journeys Through Fun English Projects in the
21st Century
Nurul Salina Hj Abdul

MELTA CHANGES LIVES:
Making a Difference

Making a Difference in English Language and Music Education
Edna Wellington
Impacting the Lives of Our Students
Samuel Isaiah
My Pupils, My Inspiration
Wong Kian Yong
Ensuring Sustainability in Learning: My Journey
Santiana Binti Ramli
Fun With Rhymes
Noorjahan Sultan
My Journey with MELTA
Fiona Sadagopan
My 2018 Golden Ticket
Shubashini Suppiah
An Enriching Experience Not to be Missed!
Nurhezrin Anuar
A Great Opportunity to Network and Share Ideas in the Field of ELT
Jane Chai En-Huey

The MELTA Story 1958-2018

Combating Gaps:
To Produce Quality Scripts Through
Intervention Programmes To Support
Struggling Writers
P. Malliga Perumal

A

s teachers, one of our main concern
as ESL teachers is to find ways to help
weak ESL learners in the classroom,
especially rural learners to improve on their
language skills. Writing ability is identified
as one of the significant language skills
that needs to be mastered by pupils in
order to convey message and as a mean
of communication. One of the underlying
principles to writing skills is sentence
construction. Here, we will be able to look at
the effects of the ‘intervention programme’ in
improving pupils’ ability to produce clearer,
minimal error scripts. The intervention
programmes are considered one of the
main tools that could provide these ESL
learners the help they require in producing
quality scripts. The main findings on action
research plan showed that pupils’ ability
in constructing correct simple sentences
improved through the use of continuous
intervention activities which help bridge
not only common errors but also enabled

students to focus and produce quality essay
scripts which further extended its wings in
motivating to compose confidently.
We often hear teachers complaining on the
proficiency of students to write in English
but not many teachers would have taken
the appropriate steps to help ‘pick’ these
students from the point they ‘fell’. Indeed it
should be the central concern of every ESL
teachers to notice the problems that exist in
the use of the language by the learners and
take the necessary steps to use intervention
activities as a tool in helping students to
build confidence and the change of attitude
towards writing skill.
Lots of consideration has to be taken
to integrate unpacking and designing
interventions in the planning process. Heavy
consideration should be taken on how the
process of fostering students’ improvement
will unfold in time to come. Table 1 is a
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actively involved in the 21st Century
Teaching and Learning. Currently, she
is teaching MUET in SMK Dato’ Mohd.
Said Nilai.
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simple table which will help any ESL teachers to design an intervention programme to solve minor writing technique problems being an
obstacle to produce quality scripts.
Table 1
*Report
Pretest results
Collect
students
writing
samples for
students data

Administer
Pretest

*analyse Pretest data
*identify gaps in skills
and knowledge
*develop an
intervention plan

*implement the
intervention plan for 6
weeks
*conduct post-test
*mark and grade post
test

*report post test results
Apply refine
interventions/

*analyse post-test data
*write a reflective report

Begin a new cycle

*refine interventions

Applying A Data-Driven Approach:
Enabling Students To Produce Quality Writing Scripts Through An Intervention Programme
START
STEP 1: PRE-TEST
i. ADMINISTER
ii. MARK + PLOT THE ERRORS
iii. ANALYSE: GRADES + FREQUENCY OF ERRORS
STEP 2: SELECT GAPS TO INTERVENE
STEP 3: PLAN AN ACTION PLAN
STEP 4: CARRY OUT THE ACTION PLAN
STEP 5: POST-TEST
i. ADMINISTER
ii. MARK + PLOT THE ERRORS
iii. ANALYSE: GRADES + FREQUENCY OF ERRORS
NO

SHOWS IMPROVEMENT
YES
END
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Figure 1 Steps Involved in the Problem Solving (PSM) Process

Step 7
Analysis of the
Intervention Plan
Make a team decision on
the effectiveness of the
intervention
Step 6
Implement the
Intervention Plan
Provide strategies, materials,
and resoures; include
progress monitoring

Step 5
Develop and Intervention
Plan
Base interventions on best
practices and researchproven strategies

Why is students’ written output valuable
to teachers? Merril Swain (1985,1995)
discovered that output (writing or speech)
was very beneficial for learners. The more
output her students produced, the more
they improved in their language proficiency.
She concluded that output played many
important functions in language learning.
Firstly, Swain’s studies showed that output
enables learners to “notice a gap between
what writers want to say and what they can
say, leading them to recognize what they do
not know or only know partially:(Swain,1995).
This means output provides learners with
opportunities to notice problems that exist in
their use of the language. Some researchers,
however, have found that learners may not
notice their own language problems on their
own. They need help in becoming aware of
gaps in their language use in more explicit
ways. Thus, the need for consciousnessraising and drawing attention to a mismatch

Step 1
Define the Problem
Develop a behavioral
(observable) defination of
problem

Step 2
Develop an
Assessment Plan
Generate a hypothesis and
assessment questions related
to the problem
Step 3
Analysis of the
Assessment Plan
Create a functional and
multidimensional assessment
ot test the hypothesis

Step 4
Generate a Goal
Statement
Specific Description of the
changes expected in student
behavior

between students’ use of language and
target forms ( Ellis, 1993). SLA researchers
generally agree that noticing or some form
of awarness-raising is necessary to help
students overcome their problems and
improve their grasp of language. In order
to capture this, it is important to analyse
students’ performance data. Analyzing
student performance
Data provides
evidence to help pinpoint gaps in students’
understanding of the language. Thee first
step in using students’ data to support
further planning involves analyzing the
evidence. Review each student’s sample.
Identify gaps in skills and knowledge found
in the student’s writing.
Next, interpret
the data by classifying gaps in knowledge
and skills and finally prioritize the types
of interventions. Finally, the students’
performance data is used to inform lesson
planning to desigh intervention strategies
based on students’ performance data and

review a range of intervention strategies.
It is very important to design effective
intervention activities based on evidence
emerging in students’ data. Teachers are
reminded on the importance of incorporating
unpacking and intervention as part of helping
students to prepare for the post test. After
the teacher has implemented the intervention
in the class, the teacher needs to find out if
the intervention design is effective. It is also
vital to know that designing an intervention
plan involves the entire process of planning
forward ( unpacking ) and further addressing
students’ gaps in knowledge and content.
If post test results is not up to satisfactory
level, the teacher is encouraged to refine
the intervention plan to solve minor writing
technique problems being an obstacle in
producing quality writng scripts. However,
students should not be rushed or plunged
into doing a post-test immediately.
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Figure 2 Process Map
CONDUCT PRE-TEST
ANALYZE STUDENT DATA
DEVELOP INTERVENTIONS
DESIGN A SERIES OF INTERVENTION LESSONS
APPLY INTERVENTIONS
CONDUCT POST TEST
SMK MOHD SAID NILAI
FORM 6 DUBAI 2018

Figure 3 Results of the Intervention Programme
DATA ANALYSIS OF PRE-TEST & POST TEST
OUTOME OF RESULTS
AFTER INTERVENTION PROGRAMME
25

NUMBER OF ERRORS

20

15

10

5

0

INTRODUCTION

OVERALL TREND

ANALYSIS

ELEMENTS TESTED
PRE-TEST
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POST-TEST
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21st Century Learning in
the 20th Century
Wong Vui Hang

O

ne of the
much talked
about issues
nowadays is 21st
Century Learning. Is
this really something
new or just a term
coined
so
that
educators feel that
it is something new? Personally, I believe
that this so-called ‘21st Century Learning’ is
not new. In fact some teachers might have
practised this in their classrooms without
being aware that they are using 21st Century
Learning techniques.
I started teaching English in 1994 in SM
Sains Lahad Datu, Sabah. It was a fantastic
experience. Throughout my years there, I
had quite a number of memorable classroom
experiences. One of the many memorable
lessons that I conducted was in 1998 with
the Form 5 students. The theme was ‘The
Environment’. After listening and reading
activities with the students, I gave them this
instruction:

‘In groups of four or five, select a topic
related to the environment. Discuss with
your group members the aspect that you
want to share with the class. Present your
ideas in the next lesson. Make sure every
group does a different activity.’
I was in for a surprise in the next lesson. The
students were very creative and resourceful.
They came up with ideas like reciting a poem
(written by them), role-playing, presentations
using mahjong papers, singing a song
but the most memorable one was the
presentation from a group that wanted to
demonstrate how to recycle papers. The
students brought in a pail of water with
shredded paper soaked overnight, a square
frame with netting (as a sieve) and an iron
which they took from the hostel. They tried
very hard to explain and demonstrate the
process involved in recycling paper. Though
the demonstration was not successful, I
really appreciated their effort.
During those days, I did not have any
gadgets to record that memorable lesson.

In fact, it was like any other ordinary lesson
conducted.
However, when I reminisce about those good
old days in SM Sains Lahad Datu, I realise
that what the students did was extraordinary.
The 4Cs in 21st Century Learning (critical
thinking, communication, collaboration and
creativity) were already used by the students.
There was no internet at school in those
days and resources were limited. In spite of
that, they did an impressive presentation by
using the skills they had—the 4Cs.
During those days, it was called ‘group
activity‘. Perhaps in 21st Century Learning,
it is called PBS (Project-based Learning). No
digital gadgets were used in that lesson. This
means that 21st Century Learning can be
carried out without using gadgets. Gadgets
are just tools to facilitate learning, a means
to an end.
I believe many teachers have carried out
great lessons in the past which reflect 21st
Century Learning. So there should be no fear
in embracing 21st century challenges.
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The Journey Towards Hope

Yeoh Li-Ann

T

eaching has always been my
passion. Yet nowadays, it takes
more than just PASSION to teach,
especially to a challenging generation
such as this present one.
I have been teaching since 2001 and
I had been proud to claim that ‘I am an
EXPERIENCED teacher’. Without doubt,
I had my qualifications, knowledge and
my own style of teaching; In fact, I was
positive ‘MY WAY’ of teaching, works!
I would say many of us who have been
in the teaching profession for some time
would agree with me on that. However,
in reality, it’s actually not quite true. Don’t
get me wrong. I’m not saying that the old
fashioned way of teaching where ‘chalk
and talk’ is used, does not work but it’s
just that the learning process has gone
to a whole new level altogether. Though
realizing the reality that ‘My Way’ is now
outdated and boring, where the routine
drills and students sitting down quietly

124

absorbing everything being taught by the
teacher in front is no longer applicable, I
was still reluctant to change. I do not like
CHANGE. I was in my ‘comfort zone’ and
was not willing to budge. Frustration built
up. I began to think that I was a lousy
teacher. I continued teaching using ‘My
Way’, but the more I forced and pushed
myself, the more I sensed the hostility
of the students. I was dry; my activities
were no longer fun and interesting and
my students were not able to enjoy the
lessons I had carefully planned. I had
stopped many times, pondering on where
I had gone wrong, doubting my capability
as an educator and I almost gave up.
Nevertheless, I brushed off that feeling
every year for at least three years
thinking it was nothing, as my students
still scored good grades and passed
with flying colours. They excelled under
my wings. So, my way of teaching
wasn’t the problem. Yet, I felt exhausted,

Biodata
YEOH LI-ANN is
currently teaching
in SMK Kinarut
Papar and is
also the Head
of the English
Language Panel
there. She has
been a secondary
English teacher
for 18 years.
Her first posting
was at SMK
Kempas Johor
Bahru where she taught for 5 years
before moving to Sabah and has been
teaching at SMK Kinarut since. She
obtained her degree B.Ed.(TESL) from
University Putra Malaysia. Li-Ann was
the recipient of the Excellent Service
Award in 2009 and 2015 from her current
school where she has taught for 13
years now. She has presented at many
symposiums, conferences including
MELTA and ASEANELT international
conferences. She was the second runner
up for the Sabah state level Innovative
Teacher Award and was recognised as
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demotivated and no longer had the
passion to teach. I was drained. My
perception towards teaching changed. I
lacked new ideas but I was embarrassed
to ask for help. I was a loner and so I kept
everything to myself as I did not want to
exhibit my weakness to others. A year
went by and the next; stress finally took a
toll on me. I was drowning.
Then, about 5 years ago my school
became one of the Hot Spot schools
and someone was sent to our school to
monitor us. HORROR! Well that’s how we
felt initially, but honestly, that was when
my life as a teacher, started to change.
Smiling all the time was just a façade; the
unwillingness to open up to strangers,
the fear of people observing and judging
me, the fear of the unknown, and the
hostility towards this person, was the
real me then. Nevertheless, it was the
beginning of ‘The Change’; the change
which I never thought I would accept; the
change which I gladly admit appreciating
now.
I was introduced to new ideas, approaches
through a series of programmes which
I had to attend and participate in. I
learnt a lot! Those approaches could be
practiced in my classroom and I started
to accept them with open arms. New
teaching techniques and more personal
observations taught me how to prepare
more hands-on activities which are more
student-centred. My conventional way
of teaching through ‘chalk and talk’ and
‘spoon feeding’ was sent all the way
down to the bottom of the list. I did not
discard them but adopted and adapted.
Identifying what my students lacked
was the first thing I did. My students’

three major problems were firstly, a lack
of interest in learning, a lack of ideas as
well as the skills to generate relevant
ideas and the the inability to choose
appropriate vocabulary.
In identifying their lacks, I became more
alert to the needs of the students and
worked from there onwards. I introduced
the students to a variety of engaging
activities ranging from watching video
clips to playing charades, exploring
‘foldables’ and brainstorming templates
which made a drastic change to the
learning environment in my English
Language classroom. Students became
more active and alert in carrying out the
tasks given and they were more focused
and engaged. At the end of the day, they
had fun while learning, something which
I had neglected in my English Language
classroom for some time. I incorporated
cooperative learning methods and 21st
century learning as I carried out the
activities in the classroom throughout the
3 months I had left with them. I called my
programme ‘The Recipe for Success’.
These activities were designed with the
objective to help my students overcome
their deficiencies. I needed to make sure
that the students obtained maximum
benefit from my recipe. Therefore,
thorough planning was done. I started
off with the injection of new vocabulary
by carrying out brainstorming activities
to encourage my students to create
their own ‘word webs’. Brainstorming
activities included ‘word mania’ as well
as watching video clips on the topics
discussed. ‘Mix pair share’ and ‘one
stray the rest stay’ were used to ensure

the students’ full participation in the class
activities. From visual aids, the students
were not only able to list out words but
they were also able to generate ideas
in addition to what they were exposed
to. Weaker students were assisted by
the more proficient students during the
activities and I was killing two birds with
one stone. Communication took place
when they discussed the topics and
stress was reduced as peer coaching
took place. There was full engagement
as all students contributed through
‘Cooperative learning structures’ which
promote confidence in expressing and
sharing their ideas during the activities.
For example, I introduced the ‘Fortune
Teller’ origami; an activity to encourage
students to communicate and obtain
information from friends about a topic.
Students took turns to ask questions
and enjoyed the process while obtaining
information. These tools helped students
to organize ideas and complete tasks
on time while remaining focused on
their learning. Other activities to boost
vocabulary skills were carried out such
as ‘word chain’, ‘word mania’ and ‘word
charades’. These activities not only taught
students new words but introduced new
vocabulary in a fun way. Once they had
mastered the ability to choose the right
words, focus was switched to generating
ideas in an organized manner using
the Jayla’s Framework and the Story
Mountain. In order for the students to
express their thoughts and feelings,
‘Dear Diary’ was introduced. It helped my
students to open up and at the same time
voice their frustrations and happiness on
paper.
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The activities were designed to assist my
students. My teaching was conventional
but the changes I made in the activities
I introduced contributed to the success
of my students. The students were no
longer bored learning English and it was
a a joy to see their excitement. The joy
and laughter made me smile again.

The excitement and zest to teach, to
feed the hungry minds of students, all
this was rekindled in this new journey
and experience. The journey began
with an SISC+, Madam Betty, who not
only guided and supported me all the
way, but has now become a great friend
and confidant whom I trust to share my

Jayla’s Framework

Fortune teller activity
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problems with in teaching. The guidance
and the support received revived my
enthusiasm and confidence in teaching.
I learnt that change is sometimes good
and rewarding. With the right recipe
and support, lessons can be delivered
effectively with maximum outcome.

Foldables

Word Web

Mix-Pair Share

Communication

Word Charade

Audio Visual Aids
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Authentic Learning Journeys Through Fun
English Projects in the 21st Century
Nurul Salina Hj Abdul

I

used to believe that I could achieve
success through my own talent, skills and
passion. However, having a SISC+ Coach
like Madam Cindy Peh helped to boost my
confidence in exploring English language
teaching and learning from different
perspectives with my students. In 2015,
with her guidance, I started to implement
three English projects.
I began my first project which was called
'I Heart English' in 2015. It took me two
and-a-half months, starting on the 30 June
and ending 14 September to complete the
project. My targetted learners were Form
1 students at the beginner to intermediate
level of proficiency in English. There were
31 students altogether. The first part of the
project was to create and produce literature
big books and literature games based on
the Literature component. The literature
component consists of a graphic novel
entitled King Arthur, a short story entitled
‘Fair's Fair’ and two poems entitled ‘Sad I

Am’ and ‘News Break’. The second part of
the project was drawing a pictorial map and
writing out directions, producing road signs
and road maps and making a diorama. This
was based on the topic ‘Road Safety’ in
OPS English. The activities were carried out
in groups.

•

•
The outcomes of this project were:
• Students were creative in creating big
books and literature games
• It helped students develop architectural
skills through producing the diorama.
• It led students to speak English

•
•

confidently when describing the
directions using the diorama.
It nurtured students' creativity by
creating Parking Lots at every booth for
visitors to give feedback using sticky
notes. Creative invitation cards were
distributed to all visitors.
It motivated students as they were
given a name tag each to promote their
ownership of the exhibition.
It made students willing to learn
because learning is fun.
Students collaborated in organising
their exhibition successfully.

Nurul Salina Hj Abdul is an enthusiastic English teacher in SMK Sepagaya Lahad Datu,
Sabah. She has been participating and presenting actively in many conferences and this
is her second time presenting at MELTA since last year. She is the 21st century learning
coach and Highly Immersive Programme Coordinator in her school. She was also a
CEFR Master Trainer in 2016 and she has been practising fun projects every year with
her students since 2015. Her first project-based learning project was chosen as the Best
Practice in classrooms in her district. She was also the Technical Manager in the district
English Carnival and had experiences being a judge for the English Carnival in her district.
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The second project, called 'Running
English', (RE) was conducted in 2016.
It took me two months to complete this
project. My targetted learners were 46 Form
1 students of mixed proficiency in English.
The topic was 'Sports' and the focus of this
project was 'Health is the beginning of great
minds'. This project was implemented to
expose the students to the importance of
having a healthy body and mind through
sports. There were four activities in this
project:
•

•

•

•

•

•

Recycle bins and craftwork from
recycled materials.

•

It fostered a healthy relationship
and teamwork by having mutual
understanding among the students
through problem solving activities.

3D and 'i-Think mind maps' of the
causes and impact, of Global Warming,
possible solutions, and the benefits of
recycling.

•

Games for visitors to interact with the
displayed products in a fun way.

It encouraged students to have a

The benefits my students gained from these
3 projects were:

RE Starter Race: This was conducted
at the school hall. Students had to
race in a sack to find the answers to
questions scattered around the hall.
RE Challenge: Each group was given
a list of questions. They had to find the
answers on pieces of paper with RE!
stickers in selected areas.
RE Pillow Fight: Students had to
search for books (similar books) with
RE! stickers in the library. Each group
was given 10 minutes to read the book
and then they would have to sit on a
pillow and race forward to press a bell
in order to answer the questions based
on the book.
Running Read: Each group had to
select a piece of mahjong paper. Each
member of the group had to take turns
to read the sentences on the mahjong
paper. The fastest or the first group that
could read the sentences without any
pronunciation errors was declared the
winner.

The outcomes of this project were:
• Students had the chance
128

•

•

communicate in English authentically
while having fun in sports.
It improved students' confidence in
learning and speaking English through
managing a project like this.

to

positive spirit in competing with each
other.
In July 2017 I started a project called the
'S.O.S Movement'. The final products of
this poject were displayed on exhibition
day in September. This was a big project
involving 164 students from five Form 1
classes, ranging in ability from beginners to
intermediate level. This project concerned
environmental issues and students needed
to create items related to the topics: 'Global
Warming' and 'Recycling'.
The outcomes of this project were:
•

Posters with slogans to raise public
awareness of the global warming issue.

•

A 3D-Box or diorama of Global warming
showing the causes of and impact of
Global Warming.

•

They established authentic meaningful
communication with visitors.

•

They
raised
awareness
on
environmental issues in the real world.

•

English was learnt in a fun way.

•

They encouraged creativity in students.

•

They enhanced students' ownership of
their work and confidence in learning
English.

A Tip for Teachers
In order to create a successful project, a teacher needs an action plan which includes discussions with students, setting a timeline,
budgetting, monitoring and giving feedback.

ACTION PLAN
•
•
•
•
•

Topic: related to English
Curriculum Specifications
Paperwork
Objectives
Target learners
Budgetting

PLANNING & DISCUSSION
•
•
•

REHEARSAL
•
•

Final check up
Critiques

TIMELINE
•
•
•

D-DAY
•
•

Final products
Exhibition of work

Contents
Resources
Research

Set up due date
Process to complete
Revisions

SURVEY
•
•

Feedback
Room for improvement

In conclusion, I personally feel that students must be given ample opportunities to learn English through authentic communication both in
and outside the classroom.
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Making a Difference

2017 MIRCELE Award Winner (Academics)
Gold Medal: Edna Wellington
Making a Difference in
English Language and Music Education

I

am Edna Wellington, a music lecturer from the Music Education
Department of Institut Pendidikan Guru Kampus Ilmu Khas, Cheras.
Training teachers has always inspired me in my career. Besides
training music teachers, I have also had the experience of sharing the
importance of integrating music with other subject areas in education.
The MIRCELE conference last year was advertised widely in
my institution, inviting lecturers to participate. When I saw the
advertisement, I became interested in participating but then felt a
little doubtful about taking part in a competition. Many thanks to two
wonderful colleagues from the English Language Department of IPG
Kampus Ilmu Khas, Dr.Zaira Abu Shaari and Dr. Assunta who both
motivated and encouraged me to participate in the poster presentation
competition. After much thought, I decided that I should take part in
the poster presentation. It was an exciting moment for me when I
received the formal acceptance letter for my presentation at the 7th
MELTA International Research Conference In English Language at
Institut Pendidikan Guru Kampus Ilmu Khas, Cheras on 25 November
2017.
As an active researcher in music education, I have always been
interested in interdisciplinary studies. As such I decided to conduct a
study on ‘Perceptions of Music Option Trainees using WhatsApp Instant
Messaging as a Learning Platform to Enhance English Proficiency’
with my music education undergraduates. It was a learning experience
integrating English Language and the Arts in my study. Preparing
and designing the poster was a wonderful experience for me too as
it stimulated me to think creatively of how to make my poster look
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attractive with sufficient information for my presentation. As the
day of the conference approached, I became more and more
excited as t this was my first time participating in an English
Language conference.
On the morning of the conference, I remember registering
and meeting many participants from various public and
private institutions of higher learning from Malaysia and other
countries. We exchanged names and got to know each other.
After the opening ceremony, the conference officially started
and I was at the poster presentation room eagerly waiting for
the judge to arrive. The conference consisted of two rounds.
With much confidence and enthusiasm, I started the first round
of my presentation and discussed my study with the judge.
After my poster presentation round, it was interesting listening
to other participants in my room explaining their studies in local
and foreign contexts. This was an eye opener for me, seeing
how the various posters were designed and how participants
presented their studies. After the judging session we visited
each other’s exhibits and discussed our studies. Bonding took
place between participants in my room and we decided to
take a group photo for rememberance before the results to the
second round were announced.

Participants of the poster presentation were very anxious as the
names of shortlisted presenters were announced after lunch. I
was very excited to be short listed for the second round of oral
presentation. Two judges evaluated me in this session. It was
a fruitful experience as I shared my interdisciplinary study with
them and most importantly, getting positive feedback from both
judges during the question and answer session. Their comments
were very encouraging and this made me feel very happy.
The best moment for me was when my name was announced
as the Gold winner for the poster and oral presentation in the
Academician category. I was extremely excited at receiving the
award. The MELTA conference has motivated me to participate
and present studies at various conferences. Participating in this
conference has helped me build up confidence and encouraged
me to further develop interdisciplinary studies in English
Language and music education. The competition benefited me
personally and in my professional growth. Indeed, a memorable
day and experience to be remembered as a teacher trainer.

Execellent in
English Language
Ecuation Research
Award (Gold) for
the Academician
category.
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Making a Difference

2017 MELTA CTS Award Winner –
Gold Medal: Samuel Isaiah
Impacting the Lives of Our Students

When I first began my teaching career in 2012, I was sent to
an Orang Asli school located in Pahang. I was devastated
and the toxic culture in the school depressed me even further.
Slowly, I fell in love with my Orang Asli children. I could see
their potential despite them being deprived of the best, and
that the negative stigma placed on them was the biggest
obstacle that got in the way of reforming and introducing the
joy of learning to them.
My children are my inspiration and they showed me what
‘teaching’ is all about. This gave me the drive to challenge
perceptions about them, to prove naysayers wrong, and to
provide the best for them. This led me to create enjoyable
and communicative ways to teach the English language, as
was displayed at the Creative Teacher Showcase.
Biodata
Samuel Isaiah holds a Bachelor’s degree in Teaching English
for Young Learners (Hons.) Universiti Utara Malaysia and
teaches his Orang Asli students in SK Runchang Muadzam
Shah since 2012. The Gold Award winner of the MELTA
Malachi Edwin Creative Teacher Showcase in 2017, Samuel
constantly challenges the negative perceptions being placed
on the Orang Asli children. He strives to conduct daily
lessons in unique ways in rural schools with emphasis on fun,
purposeful, communicative, and problem-solving learning.
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Receiving the Creative Teacher Showcase Award
was a great opportunity to showcase what my
children are capable of. The competition has also
opened doors for me to expand and to continue
assisting my Orang Asli children and to inspire other
teachers to impact the lives of their students no
matter what challenges they may face.
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2017 MELTA CSTS Award Winner
Gold Medal: Wong Kian Yong
My Pupils, My Inspiration

A graduate of the IPG Kampus Gaya, Kota KInabalu,
Sabah, I am currently teaching in SJK(C) Lih Jen, Melaka.
The passion to to inspire and teach kids, seeing them
develop from knowing nothing to knowing something,
along with the sense of satisfaction that follows, drove
me to become a primary school teacher. The smiles and
laughter from my pupils always gives me the motivation
to plan my lessons better.

Last year, I was given a mixed ability Year 5 class. I noticed
that the majority of the pupils were weak in writing skills
while a few were good writers. This gave rise to the peer
support idea where I trained the good writers to support
some of the weaker writers in writing their composition.
As a result, the weak pupils improved by leaps and
bounds.

The passion to inspire and teach kids,
seeing them develop from knowing
nothing to knowing something, along
with the sense of satisfaction that
follows, drove me to become a primary
school teacher.
Wong Kian Yong, Gold Award Winner of
the MELTA CSTS Award 2017

Biodata
Born in Melaka in 1994, Wong Kian Yong obtained his higher education in Teaching English as Second Language (TESL) at the
IPG Kampus Gaya, Kota Kinabalu Sabah from 2012 to 2017. Currently, he teaches at SJK(C) Lih Jen, Melaka. He believes in using
creative and innovative teaching strategies and methods to help pupils improve their level of proficiency in English. He took part in
the 2015 Sabah State Level Innovation Competition and won the Bronze Medal.
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From this innovation I learned to trust and believe in all my pupils’ abilities. They are born with a lot of potential and
they can even be good motivators and provide guidance for their friends to perform better. This achievement also gave
me the confidence to try out more innovations and creative teaching to enhance my pupils English level proficiency.
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2017 MELTA Basil Wijayasuriya Award Winner
Gold Medal: Santiana Binti Ramli
Ensuring Sustainability in Learning: My Journey

M

y name is Santiana Binti Ramli and I am an
English Teacher serving in Nabawan, Sabah. I am
currently pursuing my Master of Education (TESL)
studies at University Malaysia Sabah. A firm believer of
experience-based teaching, I believe in self-reflection for
improvement as well as in conceptualising innovation in
order to enhance fun teaching and learning of English in
primary education. In love with the stage, I always love
incorporating music and drama in my teaching. In future
I hope to explore other possible ways of expanding my
pedagogical repertoire.
Talking; Presenting; Being the centre of the stage; I have
always have had an eye on the teaching profession.
Growing up talkative, I always loved picking up chalk and
writing almost anything on the green board. Reality check;
it’s not just being the centre. Instead, it covers all angles
from being an imparter of knowledge to a manager and
disciplinarian. Today, I see myself as a manager of the
class ensuring learning equilibrium in both teaching and
learning as well as a mastermind to ensure sustainability
in learning. Personally, I consider this to be central to the
stage as well.
In my experience, the writing skill is the most difficult task
in teaching. Besides ensuring mastery of the rudiments
of writing by the students, I always find it challenging to
teach writing effectively and innovatively.
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I have always noted the effectiveness of shared reading
using the Big Book in my teaching. For this reason, I
contemplated devising a strategy that would marry both
reading and writing in one lesson. Furthermore, I had
observed that the language learners among my rural
learners had a low level of proficiency in writing resulting
from a very limited vocabulary. This problem is highly
significant in the development of writing. Hence, there
was a need to devise a way of enhancing fluency in writing
by balancing both input and output vocabulary in their
writing which incorporates the guidance and scaffolding
principles of teaching. Thus was born

the 3-in-1 teaching concept, also known as the LEA
Teaching Concept which was presented at MELTA.
In general I am curious about the notion of conceptual
change. I am intrigued by why students who are
repeatedly exposed to a concept (answering questions
by writing the answers—exam oriented), still fail to
perform well (have poor writing skills). I am enthusiastic
to find what the main problem in the teaching of writing is.
How does conceptual change that incorporates language
experience affect students’ achievement in learning how
to write well? What changes occur in writing ability as
a result of conceptual change? To what extent does
orthodox teaching guarantee fluency in writing? Also, to
what extent can my ideas on teaching concepts help?
These questions are what is driving me towards paper
presentation.

Personally, I gained various inputs as a presenter, a
teacher and a language practitioner. I met many people
and had a chance to learn about their perspectives,
culture and principles. I felt the warm welcome among
all the teachers and members of MELTA. Not only was I
able to meet and learn about people, I was also able to
share my thoughts and concerns especially on language
and teaching in general. I would love to do it again. I
have learned several pedagogical and methodological
strategies covering various aspects of language teaching
and learning. And with MELTA, I am able to continuously
develop myself professionally and keep abreast with new
developments in English Language education.
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2016 Hyacinth Gaudart Award Winner
Noorjahan Sultan
Fun with Ryhmes

M

y first venture into the teaching profession was
25 years ago as an English language teacher
despite my not being a TESLian. I taught English
for primary school students and in 2007, I was designated
to take charge of pre-school students.
Taking the task of being a pre-school teacher was not as
easy as it sounds. As time passed, I realized that a more
dynamic and attractive way of learning was imperative
in order to maintain the attention span of twenty-five 4
and 5-year-olds. The method I found most interesting
was teaching English through rhymes. A small initiative
developed into an innovation and that’s how I came up
with my Let’s Rhyme module.
Here is where MELTA prompted my paradigm shift. It was
my initial platform into conferences and seminars. I had
my first Creative Teacher Showcase with MELTA in 2010
where I received the Silver Award despite not knowing it
was a competition in the first place. I’ve won several other
awards with MELTA—Best Practice and Creative Teaching
in ASIATEFL 2014—and I was also the recipient of the
Hyacinth Gaudart Award in 2016. This was an award that I
never thought I’d meet the criteria to qualify, let alone win.
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After MELTA, I’ve showcased my module in several other
conferences, both national and international. In 2016
alone, I received the honor of Icon Teacher of Malaysia as
well as a top 50-finalist in the Global Teacher Prize award.
My latest achievement is the Pearson Best ELT for Asia
and Oceania 2018 Award.

MELTA is undeniably a highly cultivating platform for the sharing of pedagogical practices used in the classroom. I truly
encourage all English language teachers or anyone involved in the development of English language teaching to attend
MELTA conferences. The knowledge that comes with sharing ideas will leave you addicted to receiving constructive
feedback as well as discovering new methods to inculcate English language learning in the classroom will leave you
searching for more.
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My Journey with MELTA
Fiona Sadagopan

My journey with MELTA began in 2003. The MELTA International
Conference was held at the Hilton Hotel, PJ. I was there as a student
helper to help with the secretariat work and other duties. The first
encounter with teachers and learners from schools, colleges, teacher
training institutions and other education-related spheres was truly an
enriching learning cycle for me as a student. Over the years, I have
kept in touch with people and stayed abreast with the activities.
My real, active involvement with MELTA began in 2015. I volunteered
to be a scribe for the MELTA National Colloquium 2015 on ‘Quality
and Standards in English Language Education in Malaysia: A
Stakeholder’s Assessment of Issues, Status and Needs’. Not only was
it a good opportunity to catch up with friends, fellow educationists
and lecturers whom I had not seen in ten years, but the breath of
fresh air that came from the exchange of ideas, perceptions and
experiences left me with a sense of elation. Here, I am learning,
feeling encouraged and right at home among like-minded people.
Biodata
Fiona L. Sadagopan is a lecturer at Asia Pacific University of Technology
& Innovation (APU). She has a B.A. (Hons) in English Language Studies
(Translation Minor) and M.A. English Language Studies (TESL major), from
the National University of Malaysia. Her prior teaching experience includes
6 years of teaching Thinking Skills for Cambridge A Levels. She is an
active member of the Malaysian English Language Teacher’s Association
(MELTA). Her research areas are in E-learning, Thinking Skills and Intercultural Communication. Her work involves facilitation of critical thinking
skills and cross cultural communications, for students to practice and
apply professional communication skills.
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This was my jumpstart to a fulfilling volunteering
experience that has not only broadened my horizons on
English Language Education, but also given me multiple
opportunities for self-improvement. What started off
as doing background work with the logistics and some
sessions management, eventually led on to other
adventures. I was given the opportunity to not only to
introduce speakers and sit in on many good presentations
and sharing sessions, but to also meet and share ideas
with multinational participants. Every conference since
then, I have gradually been groomed by some of the
experts in the field to slowly but surely, take on more
challenging tasks in public speaking. The encouragement
to step up and step out of my comfort zone and smile with
confidence in the process, is certainly an unforgettable
and irreplaceable experience. I volunteered, hoping to
contribute in a small way to the enhancement of the
teaching and learning of English, what I’ve gained far
outweighs my small contribution. I have in the process
become a learner of invaluable life skills. It’s a wonderful
feeling to be encouraged by an eclectic team of selfless,
dedicated professionals, to continue to serve the greater
cause of English language education in Malaysia.
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My 2018 Golden Ticket
Shubashini Suppiah

S

ometime in October last year, I was contacted by
my Chapter Leader, the ever formidable Miss Ease
Chang asking me if I was interested in going for the
Thailand International TESOL conference which would
be held in Chiang Mai in the month of January 2018. I
jumped at the opportunity but not before asking her if any
of our other committee members were also interested in
representing MELTA at the confereence. Fortunately for
me, I received all their blessings to go for this one.
Datin Dr Hjh Raja Mazuin Bte Raja Abdul Aziz the Vice
President II of MELTA guided me in the entire process
from looking through my abstract, to filling in the grant
application form and finally submitting the abstract to
the Thailand TESOL Conference Committee. Every
year MELTA provides its members with the opportunity
to to attend conferences organised by their international
associates which include Thai TESOL, JALT, TEFLIN,
KOTESOL just to name a few. The grant application
form can be downloaded from the MELTA website and
successful candidates will be given this incredible
opportunity to attend these conferences in many parts
of the world with a full fee waiver and accomodation for
the duration of the conference. In 2018, I was the lucky
recipient and I would like to personally thank MELTA
and MELTA Kota Kinabalu Chapter for this unbelievable
opportunity.
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In the course of preparing for the conference, I was
regularly in contact via email with the secretary of Thailand
TESOL, Dr Witcha Wisuthipranee, whom I must commend
for his efficiency and helpfulness in assisting me all the
way right up to the day of the conference. I received a
very warm welcome from the organising committee
members of Thailand TESOL when I arrived in Chiang Mai
on 25 January. There was a welcome dinner for all the
international partners that night and I had the opportunity
to meet and talk to so many delegates including the
president of Thailand TESOL, Dr Panita Nithayaphom, a
soft-spoken and graceful lady. At the opening ceremony
of Thailand TESOL the following morning, an event that
was both tasteful and well orgnised, I was introduced
as the representative from MELTA — a proud moment
indeed.
As my presentation session was scheduled for the
following day, I took the opportunity to attend as many
presentations and plenary sessions as I could. The
plenary session by Professor Cynthia White, from Massey

Shubashini Suppiah of the Kota Kinabalu Chapter
was a recipient of the MELTA Overseas Grant 2018 and
represented MELTA at theThailand International Tesol
Conference 2018, themed Digital Literacy In English
Language Learning And Teaching on 26-27 January 2018 in
Chiang Mai, Thailand

University New Zealand, was particularly insightful.
She talked about the changes through which a language
teacher would have to navigate in the digital era and she
also provided some very practical approaches to respond
to these changing landscapes. Another plenary session
I was drawn to was by Professor Mike Leavy from the
University of Queensland, Australia. He spoke on digital
literacy and its challenges as well as its place in the
context of language learning. As I am currently in the midst
of my doctoral studies, I found the paper presentations
to be extremely useful in terms of the ideas, approaches
and presentation skills. I also found like-minded friends
undergoing their studies as well and we instantly
connected. It is nice to meet with people going through
the same journey. I also attended the international affliates
meeting on the first day together with other international
partners. The key discussion point of the meeting was
managing conferences with international partners. The
first day of the conference ended with a reception dinner,
one that was nothing like I had ever experienced before,
with little booths serving Thai street food and drinks and
showcasing cultural entertainment.

I must admit that I was a little nervous when I had to
present my paper the following day, but this nervousness
slowly turned into excitement when I managed to raise
issues that were similar to those in other contexts, which
then started a lively discussion. I also received insightful
and constructive feedback from those who attended my
presentation. Due to time constraints, I did not manage
to explore the city of Chiang Mai. We did however go to
the famous Night Market, a bustling place with many local
products and local Thai cuisine.
I left the Thailand TESOL Conference 2018 with newfound friends, newly obtained knowledge and insights
and a newly rejuvenated self. For this, I want to record
my deepest gratitude to MELTA and MELTA Kota Kinabalu
Chapter for giving me this chance which I would liken to
winning Willy Wonka’s Golden Ticket.
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An Experience Not to be Missed!
Nurhezrin Anuar

W

hen I heard that I had been selected to
represent MELTA at the 43rd JALT International
Conference in Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan, I was
not only delighted but also quite nervous. I had attended
international conferences before but this was my first time
going to a foreign country alone. Imagine the anxiety that
I had to go through in preparing for my first trip to Japan.
Luckily, MELTA was very helpful in ensuring a smooth
process from the very beginning and this somehow
helped to ease the nervousness as the day approached.

It was absolutely amazing that I could share the findings
of my research with participants from other countries.
The questions asked by the audience definitely helped
me to understand my research better and become more
confident in answering impromptu questions.
Other than immersing myself in academic matters,
attending this conference enabled me to build new
friendships and rekindle existing ones. I was blessed to be
able to get to know a lot of delegates who are passionate
in this ELT field and come from different

There were a few funny incidents upon my arrival in Japan
but I arrived safe and sound and was ready to kick-start
one of the most interesting weeks of my life. Upon arrival
at the conference venue, I received a warm welcome from
the organising committee members. All of the international
affiliates of the Japan Association of Language Teachers
were treated like VIPs during the welcoming dinner. The
highlight of my night was meeting Paul Nation in person! I
was starstruck but managed to keep my calm.
During the conference, I had the opportunity to attend many
interesting presentations and workshops. In addition, all
of international affiliates were invited to participate in
a forum. We were given the chance to discuss current
issues pertaining to English Language Education in our
country. It was such a fruitful and insightful session not
only for the affiliates but also for those who attended the
forum. As a representative, I also had to present my paper.

144

Nurhezrin was a recipient of the MELTA Overseas
Grant 2017 and represented MELTA at the JALT
Conference 2017. Themed ‘Language Teaching
In A Global Age: Shaping The Classroom,
Shaping The World’, on 17 -20 November 2017 In
Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan

cultural backgrounds. It was interesting to hear their life
stories and exchange ideas. In addition, it was interesting
that I got to experience the uniqueness of Japanese
culture. Travelling alone also gave me time to reflect and
to rediscover myself, personally and professionally.
I would like to thank the JALT organising committee
members, especially Shirley, Maho and Joel for their
warm welcome and generous hospitality. I would also
like to thank MELTA for giving me this once in a lifetime
opportunity. It was such a memorable experience for
me and I am proud that I was able to not only represent
the organisation but also my country at an international
conference.
I would also like to encourage others to apply for the
MELTA Overseas Grant. It will definitely change your life!

145

Making a Difference

A Great Opportunity to Network and Share
Ideas in the Field of ELT
Jane Chai En-Huey
MELTA’s close relationship with ELT organisations in the
region has provided an opportunity for me to present in
the JACET 56th International Convention in Tokyo on
29-31 August 2017. The theme of the conference was
‘English in a Globalized World: Exploring Lingua France
Research and Pedagogy’. The conference was held at
Aoyama Gakuin University.
This opportunity came as a surprise and my participation
in this convention has been a wonderful experience. It
gave me a chance to expand my professional network,
established new networks and share ideas.
I had no problem adjusting to the climate in Tokyo as it
was summer and the weather was hot when I arrived with
temperature as high as 31°Celsius, similar to the weather
in Malaysia. I was touched by the hospitality shown by
the organising committee towards presenters from their
associate partners. Everyone was warm, extremely polite
and very helpful.
The opening ceremony of the conference started on time
to the minute and the same goes with all the plenary
and parallel sessions. The sessions were engaging and
enriching for me.

My paper presentation was scheduled on the second day
of the conference and I was glad that it was well-received.
After that, I was able to fully engage in and enjoy all the
sessions that I attended.
I particularly found the interaction, sharing of ideas
and networking with the conference participants very
insightful. I had the chance to meet many researchers in
the field of ELT from around the world as this conference
was attended by many world renowned professors in the
field of English Language Teaching. It was particularly an
honour for me to have met Prof. Dr Henry Widdowson
in person, having read some of his books as an
undergraduate.

Jane Chai En-Huey was a
recipient of the MELTA
Overseas Grant 2017 And
Represented MELTA at the
56th JACET International
Conference 2017, Themed
'English in a Globalized World:
Exploring Lingua France
Research and Pedagogy’ on
29-31 August 2017 In Tokyo,
Japan.
Photo taken with Prof Dr
Henry Widdowson.
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This conference has opened doors for me to work on research ideas and I cherished everyone that I have met. All in all,
it was a fantastic conference experience.
Thank you MELTA for the great opportunity!

Photo with plenary speaker Prof Barbara Seidlhofer, Ph.D, Wen QuiFang,
Ph.D (CELEA) and Joo-Kyung Park, Ph.D.

JACET Organising Committee with some associate partners.

President of JACET, Prof Hajime Terauchi, Ph.D receiving a
souvenir from MELTA.

During presentation.
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Apply Now!

M E LTA

Overseas

G R A N T

Represent Us at International Conferences Overseas. To learn about this grant, visit us at
www.melta.org.my. Download the application form and apply online.
As a recipient of this grant, you will be entitled to the following:
1. A fee waiver for an international ELT conference in one of the following countries:
• Japan
• Thailand
• Brunei
• Sri Lanka
• Korea
• Indonesia
• Taiwan
• Bangladesh

• India
• Hong Kong

2. Accommodation for the duration of the conference.
Do note that the grant does not include financial support for travel and other costs incurred.
To qualify for this grant, you must
• possess an active 5-year MELTA membership, with priority given to life members
• submit a full paper to the MELTA committee for review. Note that this paper must be submitted with the
aim of having the paper published in one of the two MELTA journals or the MELTA Annual (visit our website
for details). Do not submit a paper that has been sent elsewhere for review/publication. The full paper you
submit must adhere to the submission quidelines prescribed by either journal or the MELTA Annual.
To apply for this grant, download and complete the application form from www.melta.org.my and e-mail it to meltaconference@
gmail.com
(Attention: MELTA Vice President – International Liaison)

WE, THANK YOU
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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Our Trustees
The trustees of MELTA are Professor Malachi Edwin Vethamani, Ph.D, Mr John Lee and Ms Margaret Kaloo. Professor
Malachi shares his insights as one of our trustees.

My appointment as one of MELTA’s trustees
after my term as...
President has given me the opportunity to serve the Association in a
meaningful manner. As a trustee, I am happy with an important development
for the Association, the purchasing of our own office space. We no longer
have to depend on the goodwill of others to provide an office space. As
a national organization with international links this is important. I am also
very pleased that MELTA is financially sound and we are able to continue
providing various services and activities for our members and the ELT
community at large. My hope is that the Association will grow into greater
heights as we pass the sixth decade of our existence.

Malachi Edwin Vethamani
Professor of Modern English Literature
School of English
University of Nottingham Malaysia
Jalan Broga, Semenyih,
Selangor
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Our Partners
It has been an absolute honour for me to have worked
closely with MELTA...
over the past many years. Under the able leadership of President Prof Dr Gana and Vice President Mr Aslam,
I have witnessed the growth of its influence and the achievement of its many milestones.
English is, without question, the most important language in the world. This is because English is no longer
considered a language merely for the elite of society. Today, it is used by citizens across the globe as a
bridging medium of communication. This means that if you speak English, you are connected to the world. In
fact, English is probably the only thing that really binds peoples and bridges diversity the world over.
So teachers of English—understand that you are not ‘only’ teaching a language; rather, you are doing
something far more important. You are building bridges and fostering understanding between cultures.
You are boosting international trade and economic exchanges. You are eradicating poverty and narrowing
the divide between the haves and the have-nots. You are giving children a future that would otherwise be
impossible. You are helping to reduce conflicts and animosity which may arise in the world as a result of lack
of communication, and as a result, a lack of empathy. In short, you are participating in the building of a better
world. I hope I have made my point clear.

Datuk Eric Chong
Founder and Managing
Director
ERICAN Education Group

I wish MELTA Conference 2018 every success. May all the participating ELT practitioners find inspiration,
enlightenment and camaraderie.

From one 60-year old to another, congratulations on
MELTA’s diamond jubilee!
MELTA has been a long-standing partner of University Book Store Malaysia (UBSM).
It has been a great pleasure to serve alongside MELTA all these years as stakeholders in the
education industry. MELTA has always been blessed with determined and innovative intellectuals
who come together with the purpose of serving the community and learners of the English language.
We have witnessed the success and growth of all that MELTA had done, such as events, awards and
conferences. We count ourselves fortunate to be part of that journey, and we look forward to another
60 years and more of partnership.

Keith Thong
Managing Director,
UBSM President, MBA
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Happy 60th Anniversary to MELTA

Sarah Deverall
Director Malaysia,
British Council

As one of the founding members of The English Language Teaching Association in Malaysia,
a precursor to MELTA, the British Council is delighted to wish MELTA a very Happy 60th
Anniversary since that initial organisation was established in 1958! The commitment and
focus of MELTA to continuously respond to the needs of the nation’s English language
teaching stakeholders is commendable, particularly as it has embraced the challenges of
policy change around English language education over the years. In accommodating these, it
has demonstrated an unerring commitment to the people whose job and, very often, passion
revolves around the teaching of the English language: the English Language teachers. MELTA
has listened to their needs, given them a voice, a place to share their ideas with peers and
a place to celebrate and develop their profession and their professional community. We are
very proud indeed to have been a part of that journey, looking back now in 2018, when we
too are celebrating a significant anniversary of our own: 70 years since the opening of our
first office in Malaysia!

On behalf of Pearson, I am delighted to
congratulate MELTA on its 60th anniversary.

Sue Cheah Su Ming
Senior Key Account Manager,
Pearson Malaysia
English Assessment and
Learning Services

For 60 years, MELTA has been instrumental in enabling and nurturing the talents in the teaching
profession to greater heights. Pearson applauds MELTA’s intense and distinctive commitment
in creating lifelong learning and professional advancement opportunities for the Malaysian ELT
community. These laudable efforts have, over the years, produced many passionate English
language teachers who have made an impact on their students, their peers, their community
and the ELT landscape as a whole.
Pearson is proud of our long-standing partnership with MELTA, which includes the sponsorship
of the Hyacinth Gaudart Award and the provision of international speakers to the Malaysian ELT
space. We look forward to an ever-closer partnership working hand in hand, building on the
many successes we have shared over the past years.
We at Pearson wish MELTA an extraordinary 60th anniversary celebration!
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Assoc. Prof. Mardziah Hayati
Abdullah, Ph.D

Bureau Directors
Director of Chapters
Assoc. Prof. Muhammad Kamarul
Kabilan, Ph.D
Director of Journals
Basil Wijasuriya, Ph.D
Director of Publications
Nooreen Noordin, Ph.D

Director of Research &
Development
Shanthini Pillai, Ph.D

Director of Special Projects
Assoc. Prof. Cynthia Yolanda Doss,
Ph.D

Director of Special Interest
Groups
Normala Othman, Ph.D

Director of Technologies
Mohd. Shukri Bin Nordin

Director of Special Projects
Cheah Swi Ee

Director of Training
Azizah Yaacob (Resigned wef 1
August 2013)

Director of Technologies
Assoc. Prof. Ramesh Nair, Ph.D

2014-2016

Director of Technologies
Mohd. Shukri Bin Nordin
Director of Training
Subarna Sivapalan
2016-2018
President
Prof. Ganakumaran Subramaniam,
Ph.D
Vice President I
Aslam Khan Bin Samahs Khan

Director of Training
Azizah Yaacob

President
Prof. Ganakumaran Subramaniam,
Ph.D

2012-2014

Vice President I
Aslam Khan Bin Samahs Khan

Vice President II
Datin Hjh Raja Mazuin Bte Raja Aziz,
Ph.D

Vice President II
Assoc. Prof. Teh Chee Seng, Ph.D

Secretary
Assoc. Prof. Ramesh Nair, Ph.D

Secretary
YM Datin Raja Mazuin Bte Raja Aziz,
Ph.D

Asst Secretary
Szarmilaa Dewie Krishnan

President
Assoc. Prof. Ganakumaran
Subramaniam, Ph.D
Vice President I
Aslam Khan Bin Samahs Khan
Vice President II
Assoc. Prof. Teh Chee Seng, Ph.D
Secretary
YM Raja Mazuin Bte Raja Aziz, Ph.D
Acting Asst Secretary
Sujathan Krishnan (Resigned wef 30
April 2013)
Treasurer
Basil Wijasuriya, Ph.D
Assistant Treasurer
Too Wei Keong, Ph.D (Resigned wef
1 August 2013)

Asst Secretary
Szarmilaa Dewie Krishnan
Treasurer
Nooreen Nordin (Resigned wef 5
April 2015)
Assistant Treasurer
Ali Ahmad Seman, Ph.D
Bureau Directors
Director of Chapters
Assoc. Prof. Muhammad Kamarul
Kabilan, Ph.D

Bureau Directors
Director of Chapters
Assoc. Prof. Muhammad Kamarul
Kabilan, Ph.D

Director of Journals
Assoc. Prof. Ramesh Nair, Ph.D

Director of Journals
Assoc. Prof Ramesh Nair, Ph.D
Director of Publications
Rajandaran Perumal, Ph.D

Director of Research &
Development
Assoc. Prof. Cynthia Yolanda Doss,
Ph.D

Director of Research &
Development
Assoc. Prof. Shanthini Pillai, Ph.D

Director of Special Interest
Groups
R Sivabala Naidu, Ph.D

Director of Special Interest
Groups
Ali Ahmad Seman, Ph.D

Director of Special Projects
Cheah Swi Ee, Ph.D

Director of Publications
Tam Lye Suan

Treasurer
Ali Ahmad Seman, Ph.D
Assistant Treasurer
Azlina Ahmad Kamal
Bureau Directors
Director of Chapters
Chandrakala V. Raman
Director of Journals
Mohd. Shukri Nordin, Ph.D

2018-2020
President
Prof. Ganakumaran Subramaniam,
Ph.D
Vice President I
Aslam Khan Bin Samahs Khan
Vice President II
Datin Hjh Raja Mazuin Bte Raja Aziz,
Ph.D
Secretary
Assoc. Prof. Ramesh Nair, Ph.D
Asst Secretary
Szarmilaa Dewie Krishnan
Treasurer
Zaira Abu Hassan Shaari, Ph.D
Assistant Treasurer
Ali Ahmad Seman, Ph.D
Bureau Directors
Director of Chapters
Chandrakala V. Raman
Director of Journals
Subarna Sivapalan, Ph.D
Director of Publications
Tam Lye Suan
Director of Research &
Development
Paramaswari Jaganathan, Ph.D

Director of Publications
Tam Lye Suan

Director of Special Interest
Groups
R Sivabala Naidu, Ph.D

Director of Research &
Development
Zaira Abu Hassan Shaari, Ph.D

Director of Special Projects
Cheah Swi Ee, Ph.D

Director of Special Interest
Groups
R Sivabala Naidu, Ph.D
Director of Special Projects
Lee King Siong, Ph.D

Director of Technologies
Nurhezrin Anuar
Director of Training
Assoc. Prof. Datin Cynthia Yolanda
Doss, Ph.D

Director of Training
Assoc. Prof. Datin Cynthia Yolanda
Doss, Ph.D
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MELTA Awards
BASIL WIJASURIYA AWARD
2003
Ms. Nirmala Ramakrishnan
2004
Ms. Pung Tze Ching @ Joanna
2005
Ms. Anita Johanna Rajkumar Samuel
2006
Mr. Marcus Raja @Markus Gatuman
2008
Mr. Zanurin Mohamed Safar
Ms Liaw Meng Lai
Ms Harbans Kaur
2009
Ms. Rahmah Hj Sayuti
2010
Mr. Hyginus Lester Junior Lee
Dr. C. Parameswary Chelliah
Ms. Wong Woei Ling
2011
Ms. Puteri Azirah bt. Abd Aziz
2012
Gold:

Ms. Shantini S. Karalasingam
(SMK Bandar Baru Sg. Buloh)
Silver: Ms. Rahmah Hj Sayuti (SM Sains
Sembrong)
Bronze: Ms. Nor Fadzleen binti Sa›don
(SMK Tasek Utara) Kuching
Gold:
Ms. Chang Yee Shee (SMK Kota
Marudu)
Silver: Ms. Ng Sing Yii (SMK Green Road)
Bronze: Ms. Sally Wong Leng King 			
(SMK Saint Joseph)
2013
Gold:
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Cynthia C. James (SK Kunak, Kunak,
Sabah)

Silver:

Daphne Roseline Henry Thomas
(SMK Tinggi Perempuan, Melaka)
Bronze: Chang Yee Shee (SMK Kota Marudu,
Sabah)

2009
Shah Rizal bin Mohd Akip @ M. Sarip
Khairul Anuar bin Abd Manap
Paramasvary Subramaniam

2015
Gold: Ng Sing Yii (SMK Green Road, Kuching)
Silver: Santhi Krishnan (SM St. Michael, Ipoh)
Bronze: Sheela Faizura Bt Nik Fauzi
(SMK Sebauh, Bintulu, Sarawak)

2010
Tan Jee Ngoh
Yap Yoke Chin
Lye Mei Yin

2016
Gold:

Jen Renita Binti Mappah (SK Merotai
Besar, Tawau, Sabah)
Silver: Seetal Kaur a/p Manjit Singh
(SMK Air Kuning, Perak)
Bronze: P. Malliga Perumal (SMK Dato’
Shahardin, Labu, NS)
2017
Gold:
Santiana Binti Ramli (SK Labang Nabawan)
Silver: Mohana Ram Murugiah 			
(Methodist Girls’ School, Ipoh)
Bronze: Dliyana John (SK Pendidikan Khas Batu
Pahat (P),
Rinamurnirah Binti Nasir (SK Tanjung
Batu, Kota Marudu, Sabah)

2011
Mahiran bt Mohd Noor
2012
Shantini S. Karalasingam
2013
Wan Hanim Mohamed Noor
2014
Markus Gatuman @ Marcus Raja
2016
Noorjahan Bt Sultan
2017
Cynthia C. James

SPECIAL AWARDS

HYACINTH GAUDART AWARD

MELTA Lifetime Contribution Award
2009
Dr. Basil Wijasuriya

2003
Sukeshini a/p M.M. Narayanan Nair

2017
Datuk Dr. Mary Yap Kain Ching

2004
Josephine Leela a/p V. Damodaram
2005
Malini a/p Arianayagam Nee Mrs. M. Duraisingam
2006
Sin Sun Bue A/P Sin Yong Eng
2008
Margaret Mary Lawrence Joseph

MELTA Special Award
2009
Datuk Razali Ismail
2010
Dato’ Paul Mony Samuel
2011
Sasbadi Sdn. Bhd.

2012
Prof. Dr. Hyacinth Gaudart
2013

Prof. Dr. Malachi Edwin Vethamani

MELTA Commendation Award
2009
Ms. Mina Patel

MELTA MALACHI EDWIN CREATIVE
TEACHER SHOWCASE AWARD
WINNERS
2009
Gold
Silver

2010
Ms. Jagdeesh Kaur

Jen Renita Mappah (OUM)
Rani K. Mariappan (SMK Batu Pahat
Convent, Johor)
Bronze Nor Fadleen Sa’don (SMK Tasek
Utara, Johor)

2011
Mr. Teh Sharifuddin Abdullah

2010
Gold

2012
Ms. Rosyatimah Maidin
Datin Evelyn Ritikos
Mr. Sariee Minan
2013
Mr. Shanmuganathan a/l Suppiah
Pn. Azrina binti Abdul Rahman
MELTA President Outstanding School ELT
Award
2012
S.M.K. Tunku Abdul Rahman, Kuching

Nor Fadleen Sa’don (SMK Tasek Utara,
Johor)
Rubiah binti Mat Som (SMK Kuala Krau,
Pahang)
Silver Lim Seng Leong (SMK Bukit Jambul,
Penang)
Noorjahan binti Sultan (SK Indera
Mahkota Utama, Kuantan)
Bronze Yap Yoke Chin (SMK Hwa Lian,
Temerloh)
2011
Gold

2013
S.J.K. (T) Kangkar Pulai, Kulaijaya

Mahiran Mohd Noor (SMK Kompleks
Gong Badak, Kuala Terengganu)
Silver Zakiah Bt. Jaafar (MRSM Kota Bahru,
Kelantan)
Bronze Hyginus Lester Junior Lee (SMK Mutiara)

2016
S.J.K. (T) Ladang Bute, Bandar Enstek

2012
Gold

2014
Star Publications (M) Berhad

Maryati Bt Athan (SK Muhammad 		
Saman),
Sawaran Jit Kaur (Kolej Datu Tuanku Haji
Bujang, Miri)
Silver Denny Phang Kong Khee (SJK Chung
Hua Tondng)
Hyginus Lester Junior Lee (SMK Mutiara)
Bronze Belinda Ng Mei Lee (SMK Taman Medan)
Tan Shiew Hiong (SK Pujut Corner, Miri)

2015
No Winner

2013
Gold

The Raja Zarith Sofiah Award for Corporate
Social Responsibility in English Language
Education
2013
RHB Banking Group

2016
NST Education Learning Curve
2017
Astro
MELTA Recognition Award
2013
Erican Education Group
Pearson Malaysia Sdn. Bhd.
Melewar Learning Resources Sdn. Bhd.

Zaminah Azaman (Kolej Datu
Tuanku Haji Bujang, Miri)
Bronze Siti Shakilah Nirmala Bt
Abdullah (SK Sri Tangkak, Johor), 		
Arumugam a/l Gopal @ Rjau 			
(SMK Taman Selesa Jaya, Skudai,
Johor)
2014
Gold
Tan Lee Nguang
Silver Noorjahan bt Sultan
2015
Silver

Bronze Chanthireka a/p Vasudevan (SMK
Seksyen 19, Shah Alam)
2016
Gold

Tan Lee Nguang (JPN Sarawak)
Silver Noorjahan bt Sultan 			
(SK Indera Mahkota Utama, Pahang)

2017
Gold

Samuel Isaiah a/l Joel Christie Isaiah
(SK Runchang, Pahang)
Silver Asfar bin Abdul Hamid
Puteri Nurul Nazahiah Datu Bandira
Debbie Clement (School in Hospital, 		
Sabah Women’s and Children’s Hospital)
Bronze Jen Renita binti Mappah
(SK Merotai Besar, Tawau, Sabah)

CREATIVE STUDENT TEACHER
SHOWCASE AWARD WINNERS
2014
Gold
Silver

Agnes Lee Zhi Hui
Er Pari Ting
Cak Nong A/L Aitin
Muhammad Zahin Safwan Bin Subri
Bronze Kristie Jacqueline Lau Ing Chee
Caroline Tham Yie Ting
2015
Gold
Silver

Agnes Lee Zhi Hui (IPG Batu Lintang)
Er Pei Ting, Cak Nong A/L Aitin
Muhammad Zahin Safwan bin
Subri (IPIK, K.L.)
Bronze Kristie Jacqueline Lau Ing Chee
Caroline Tham Yie Ting
(Kent Teachers Training Institute, Sabah)
2016
Silver

Joyce Tan Shu Yuan (Taylor’s University
Lakeside Campus, Subang)

2017
Gold

Wong Kian Yong, Teoh Kai Hern
(IPG Kampus Gaya, Kota Kinabalu)
Silver Wardatul Ikhwani binti Mahali
(IPG Kampus Gaya, Kota Kinabalu)
Bronze Malket Singh s/l Belwet Singh & Lydia
Beh Sheng Hui
(IPG Kampus Gaya, Kota Kinabalu)

Warid Mihat (SK Kubang Kerian 3,
Kota Bahru, Kelantan)
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MELTA Special Projects
MELTA WAY WITH WORDS
COMPETITION WINNERS
2008
Penang
Lower Secondary:
1st prize: S.M.K. (P) St. George
2nd prize: S.M.K.A. (P) Al-Mashoor
3rd prize: S.M.K. Convent Green Lane
Upper Secondary:
1st prize: S.M.K. (P) St. George
2nd prize: S.M.J.K. Phor Tay
3rd prize: S.M.K.A. (P) Al-Mashoor
Selangor
Lower Secondary:
1st prize: S.M.K. Assunta,PJ
2nd prize: S.M.K. Seri Sepang
3rd prize: S.M.K. Bandar Baru Salak Tinggi, Sepang
Upper Secondary:
1st prize: S.M.K. Assunta, PJ
2nd prize: S.M. Sains Seremban
3rd prize: S.M.K. Seri Sepang
Sabah
Lower Secondary:
1st prize: S.M.K. St.Francis Convent (M), Kota
Kinabalu
2nd prize: S.M.K. St. Peter Telipok, Kota Kinabalu
3rd prize: S.M.K. Kolombong, Inanam, Kota
Kinabalu.
Upper Secondary:
1st prize: S.M.K. Lok Yuk, Kota Kinabalu
2nd prize: S.M.K. St.Francis Convent (M), Kota
Kinabalu
3rd prize: S.M.K. St. Peter Telipok, Kota Kinabalu
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2009
PWTC, Kuala Lumpur
Upper Primary:
1st prize: S.K. St. Paul, Seremban, Negeri Sembilan
2nd prize: S.K. Menjalara, Kuala Lumpur
3rd prize: S.K. Seafield, Subang Jaya
Lower Secondary Category
1st prize: S.M.K. Undang Jelebu, Negeri Sembilan
2nd prize: MRSM Terendak, Melaka
3rd prize: S.M. Agama Dato’ Klana Petra Maamor,
Negeri Sembilan.
Johor Bahru
Upper Primary Category
1st prize: S.K. Infant Jesus Convent Johor Bahru
2nd prize: S.K.Bandar Uda (2)
3rd prize: S.K.St. Joseph

Lower Secondary
1st prize: S.M.K. Tengku Afzan
2nd prize: S.M.K. Abdul Rahman Talib
3rd prize: S.M.K. Alor Akar
Sarawak
Upper Primary
1st prize: Lodge Primary School
2nd prize: Lodge Primary School
3rd prize: Lodge Primary School
Lower Secondary
1st prize: S.M.K. Kuching High
2nd prize: S.M.K. Sungai Maong
3rd prize: S.M.K. Bandar Samariang
2011

Lower Secondary Category
1st prize: S.M. Infant Jesus Convent
2nd prize: S.M.K. Dato Abdul Rahman Yassin
3rd prize: S.M.K. Convent Batu Pahat

PWTC, Kuala Lumpur
Upper Primary
1st Prize: S.J.K.(C) Nan Kai
2nd Prize: S.K. Jalan 3, Bandar Baru Bangi
3rd Prize: S.K. Brickfields

2010
PWTC, Kuala Lumpur
Upper Primary
1st prize: S.K. Brickfields (1), Kuala Lumpur
2nd prize: S.K. Sultan Sulaiman 1, Kuala Terengganu
3rd prize: S.R.J.K. (C) San Yuk, Rawang

Lower Secondary
1st Prize: S.M. Jalan 4, Bandar Baru Bangi
2nd Prize: S.M.K. Bandar Baru Salak Tinggi, Team
2
3rd Prize: S.M.K. Seri Selayang

Lower Secondary
1st prize: S.M.K. Bukit Mewah, Negeri Sembilan
2nd prize: S.M.K. Jalan Empat, Bandar Baru Bangi
3rd prize: S.M.K. Kota Kemuning, Shah Alam

National Literacies Day, National Library, Kuala
Lumpur
Upper Primary
1st Prize – S.J.K. (C) Lick Hung
2nd Prize – S.K. St. John (1) KL, Team A
3rd Prize – S.K. Sulaiman 1

Pahang
Upper Primary
1st prize: S.J.K. (C) Pei Chai
2nd prize: S.K. Indera Mahkota
3rd prize: S.K. Indera Mahkota

Kuala Terengganu
Upper Primary
1st Prize: S.K. Sultan Ismail, Chukai, Kemaman
2nd Prize: S.K. Rantau Petronas
3rd Prize: S.K. Batu 48, Dungun

Lower Secondary
1st Prize: S.M.K. Padang Midin
2nd Prize: S.M.K. Dato’ Razali Ismail
3rd Prize: S.M.K. Tengku Mizan Zainal Abidin
2012
Kuala Lumpur
Upper Primary
1st Prize – S.K. Brickfields
2nd Prize – S.K. Jalan 3
3rd Prize – S.K. Taman Megah
Lower Secondary
1st Prize – S.M.K. Jalan 4
2nd Prize – S.M.K. USJ 4
3rd Prize – S.M.K. Bandar Baru Salak Tinggi
Kuching
Upper Primary
1st Prize – S.J.K. (C) Chung Hua
2nd Prize – S.K. St. Mary
3rd Prize – S.J.K. (C) Chung Hua
Lower Secondary
1st Prize – S.M.K. Lodge
2nd Prize – S.M.K. St. Mary’s Secondary School
3rd Prize – S.M.K. Lodge
2013
Johor
Upper Primary
1st Prize – SK Sri Tebrau, Johor Bahru
2nd Prize – S.K. St. Mary
3rd Prize – S.J.K. (C) Chung Hua
Lower Secondary
1st Prize – S.M.K. Seri Perling, Johor Bahru
2nd Prize – S.M.K. Kempas, Johor Bahru
3rd Prize – S.M.K. Sultan Ismail, Johor Bahru
2014
Kuching, Sarawak
Upper Primary
1st Prize – Lodge Primary School
2nd Prize – S.J.K. St. Paul
3rd Prize – Lodge Primary School
Lower Secondary
1st Prize – S.M.K. St. Mary
2nd Prize – S.M.K. Batu Lintang
3rd Prize – Lodge International School

2015
Kuala Lumpur
Upper Primary
1st Prize : S.K. Jalan 3, Bandar Baru Bangi
2nd Prize : S.K. Jalan 3, Bandar Baru Bangi
3rd Prize : S.K. Jalan 3, Bandar Baru Bangi
Lower Secondary
1st Prize: SMK Victoria
2nd Prize: SMK Raja Mahadi
3rd Prize: SMK Raja Mahadi
2016
Ipoh, Perak
Upper Primary
1st Prize – Ipoh International School Sdn. Bhd., Ipoh
2nd Prize – Ipoh International School Sdn. Bhd., Ipoh
3rd Prize – S.K. Syeikh Mohd Idris Al-Marbawi, Kuala
Kangsar
Lower Secondary
1st Prize – S.M.K. Convent, Teluk Intan
2nd Prize – Ipoh International School Sdn. Bhd., Ipoh
3rd Prize – S.M.K. Perempuan Methodist, Ipoh
2017
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah
Upper Primary
1st Prize – S.J.K. (C) Chung Hwa, Kota Kinabalu
2nd Prize – S.J.K. (C) St. James
3rd Prize – S.J.K. (C) St. James
Lower Secondary
1st Prize – S.M.Lok Yuk, Likas
2nd Prize – Sabah Tshung Tsin Secondary School
3rd Prize – Sabah Tshung Tsin Secondary School

MELT-A-HEART BENEFICIARIES
2009
Johor
S.K. Pusat Air Tawar, Mersing
S.J.K. (C) Sawit, Kelapa Sawit, Kulai
S.J.K. (T) Jalan Stesen Paloh, Kluang
2010
Pahang
S.K. Cherating, Kuantan
S.J.K. (C) Panching, Kuantan
S.J.K. (T) Ladang Edensor, Mentakab

Sarawak
S.K. Gita No.2, Kuching
S.K. Bario
S.M. Bario
S.K. Long Lamei
Sabah
S.K. Pulau Larapan
2011
SK. Teluk Kalong, Kemaman, Terengganu
S.K. Kompleks Seberang Takir, K.Terengganu
S.K. (C) Sin Chone, Dungun, Terengganu
2012
SK (1) Taman Selayang, KL
SJK (T) Kuang, Rawang, Selangor
SJK (C) Chap Khuan, Batu Arang, Selangor
SJK (T) Tun Sambanthan, Pajam, N. Sembilan
SJK (C) Pui Ying, Klang, Selangor
SK Muhibbah, Kuching, Sarawak
SK Pesang Begu, Padawan, Sarawak
SK Kampung Baru, Samarahan, Sarawak
SK St Teresa, Kuching, Sarawak
2013
SJKT Gelang Patah, Johor Bahru, Johor
SJKC Chien Bee, Kluang, Johor
SK Kota Masai, Pasir Gudang, Johor
2014
SK Ba Kelalan, Lawas, Sarawak
SK Serasot, Bau, Sarawak
SK Jagoi, Bau, Sarawak
SK Dato Mohd Musa, Samarahan, Sarawak
SK St Bernard, Padawan, Sarawak
2015
SK Kampung Karangan, Kuala Krai, Kelantan
SJKT Ladang Bute, Sepang, Selangor
SJKC Khee Chee, Temerloh, Pahang
2016
SK RPS Dala, Gerik, Perak.
SRJK(C) Yeong Hwa, Lenggong, Perak.
SK Sungai Lesong, Kampar, Perak.
SJK(T) Slim River, Perak.
SJK(C) Pheng Lok, Air Kuning, Perak.
2017
SK Keguraan, Kota Belud, Sabah.
SJK(C) Hwa Lian, Kudat, Sabah.
SK Petagas, Tanjung Aru, Sabah.
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Study at Britain’s global
university in Malaysia
The University of Nottingham Malaysia Campus offers a world-class UK
education at a global top 84 university.
*QS World University Rankings 2017/18

We provide a broad range of
internationally recognised foundation,
undergraduate and postgraduate courses
and research opportunities.

Arts and Social Sciences
• Business
• Economics
• Education
• English
• Organisational and Applied Psychology
• Modern Languages and Cultures
• Politics, History and International Relations

The University of Nottingham Malaysia Campus
t: +6 (03) 8924 8686

www.nottingham.edu.my/make-an-enquiry

Engineering
• Chemical and Environmental Engineering
• Civil Engineering
• Electrical and Electronic Engineering
• Mechanical, Materials and Manufacturing
Engineering
• Mechatronic Engineering

Science

• Biomedical Sciences
• Biosciences
• Computer Science
• Environmental and Geographical Sciences
• Pharmacy
• Psychology

